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The 100th Issue
Since May of 1985, The Australian Woodworker has been published 100 times.

Quite a remarkable feat, considering the challenge of producing a good woodwork
magazine, one that captures the hearts and minds of readers. We think we are on
the right track, being the highest selling and most widely read woodwork magazine
in Australia, and we plan to stay the course.

There is the ever increasing challenge of competition from overseas. Many
woodworkers now have a choice of around ten woodwork magazines, and most
are produced with editorial budgets exceeding ours ten times over. Yet we are still
the choice for most Australian woodworkers, and that makes us feel pretty good.

The real challenge ahead lies in trying to satisfy the increasingly diverse range of
interests that people have, working with wood. Everything from scrollsawing to
pyrography, fine furniture, tool and toy making, carving, turning and DIY projects.
That’s a wide range of subjects to cover in a single magazine, and it’s a sure sign
that woodworking in Australia continues to grow. For more on the history of The
Australian Woodworker, turn to page 14.

Dream Workshop
The prize will be drawn in early 2002, and the winner announced in the

March/April edition. Subscribe now and/or get the back issues from 2001 to
complete your collection of coupons, for your chance to win. Coupons must be
sent all together in an envelope, with your name, address and a contact phone
number, before January 15. For more details, see page 12.

Finally, have a safe and very Merry Christmas!
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Cover: Glenn Roberts with burls. See water blasting
bark from burls story on page 40.
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14 Celebrating 100 issues!
Australia’s own woodworking magazine looks at
the past, and charts a course for the future.

28 Old Tool Tales 
by James Carse Black
The plane that runs circles ‘round others — the
Compass plane.

30 Across the Teacher’s Bench
by Les Miller
Basic problems of materials and jointing (part 4),
deals with framing joints.

34 User Report: The Centreprise
by Les Miller
Les tests this Australian designed and made 
circle cutting jig for the bandsaw.

38 User Report: Makita 
Compound Slide Saw 
by Neil Scobie
The new Makita LS1212 is put through its paces.

40 High Pressure Water Blasting
by Glenn Roberts
Getting bark off burls the easy way. 

43 The Canberra Timber Show
44 A Timber Odyssey in 

Queensland
by Col Martin
Col searches for timber with a few of his mates.

46 Bruce Bell
Outback timber turner.

50 Morphology
An exhibition of fine furniture by the graduating
students of the Forest Heritage Centre School of
Wood, Dwellingup, WA. 

69 George’s Corner
by George Hatfield
When the hat fits, wear it!

PROJECTS

18 Hardwood Fielding Plane
by Tony Brandon
Classic fielded panels are a snap using this home-
made fielding plane.

22 Drawer Planing Jig
by Neil Scobie
Make fitting drawers easy.

53 Making a Rocking Chair
by Neil Scobie
The first of a two-part series, Neil’s Rocker
combines traditional joinery with timeless design.

58 Carving an Echidna
by Maricha Oxley
This cute toothpick holder celebrates Aussie
timbers and our unique native animals. 

64 Make a Meaty Mallet
by Les Swift
Turning a practical tenderiser is fast and fun.

66 A Touch of Class for Glass
by Pat Crowe
Old pasta sauce jars get a new life with
comfortable and attractive timber lid covers.
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Vacuum Press: 
Safe or Sorry? 

Dear Sirs,

I was very interested to read
the article written by Bill
Plant on the construction of
a low cost vacuum press
assembly, but am horrified at
the application of a hermetic
domestic refrigeration com-
pressor as a vacuum pump. 

I too, have been considering
the possibility of using air
pressure to clamp articles
together for gluing purposes
for some time, but have not
been able to find a vacuum
pump at a price that could
be justified for my purposes.
As stated in the article, vacu-
um pumps are available but
are very expensive, and it is
precisely because they are
highly specialised pieces of
equipment, that they are
expensive. 

For a start, the ‘sealed unit’
referred to in his description,
consists of an electric motor
and a compressor (of un-
known type), mounted on a
common shaft. It is designed
to draw in a controlled vol-
ume of vapourised refriger-
ant at low pressure and tem-
perature from the cool stor-
age evaporator (and/or freez-
er) and compress it to a high-
er pressure and temperature
where the heat of compres-
sion can be rejected, usually
from a coil of tubing located

at the back of the refrigerator
cabinet.

The refrigerant gas entering
the compressor can be as
low as 30°C, but is never at
ambient temperature except
briefly at the initial start up.
The motor has been designed
with its windings to operate
in this cold refrigerant gas
environment and is ‘gas
cooled’ to prevent it from
burning out. It certainly has
not been designed to be kept
cool by the welded steel
enclosure. By comparison, a
vacuum pump has its driving
motor completely isolated
from the compressor and its
associated inlet and outlet
connections. 

Most importantly however,
in a commercially manufac-
tured refrigerator, the power
supply to the compressor is
monitored and is shut down
if the motor windings are
overloaded or become over-
heated. Overheating is very
likely to occur under the vac-
uum pump application
described. Lubricating oil is
located in the sump of the
compressor unit and oil
carry-over is a normal oper-
ating function, returning to
the compressor with the cir-
culating refrigeration gas.

Also, in normal situations,
the oil is non-flammable.
However in the earlier refrig-
erators using R12, (CCI2F2), a

article.

My mate, the Chartered
Chemist, had this to say, ‘I
do not believe that there will
be any Freon present after
you collect it from the unit,
via the approved method.
The E.P.A. will be on your
back if you vent Freon into
the atmosphere. Once you
start blowing air through the
unit, any residual gases will
be swept from the oil any-
way, including water
vapour. Venting outside the
room is important to ensure
that any chemicals in the
adhesive are not breathed. 

Freon does form some toxic
substances when decom-
posed, but I do not believe
any Freon will be present,
and if correct venting is
undertaken then this is not
an issue.’

This sweeping process
removes any traces of Freon
very early in the usage of the
unit, and let’s not lose sight
of the fact that the quantities
of Freon here are quite small. 

With respect to the issue of
fire, this can be a cause for
concern with all electric
motors. A refrigeration engi-
neer assures me that all
motors of this type are fitted
with a thermal overload
switch. If he is wrong, or the
overload switch is faulty,
then this will be checked
and rectified by the electri-

mineral oil is used, and
would certainly ignite if
vapourised in the presence
of air and red hot motor
windings, not to mention the
possible generation of a
toxic discharge from the
compressor of dissociated
residual refrigerant which,
under certain conditions,
can form the poison gas
phosgene. 

Finally, the intake to the
compressor in this applica-
tion will inevitably include
all manner of glue vapours,
thinners and solvents, some
of which may be flammable,
plus water vapour from the
air being evacuated, all of
which will react eventually
with the unprotected wind-
ings of the motor inside the
hermetic compressor. 

My strong advice is not to
even consider using an elec-
trically driven hermetic
refrigeration compressor as a
vacuum pump under any cir-
cumstances, because of the
considerable risks involved.

C.W. — Chartered Professional
Engineer (Nedlands, W.A.)

In response.....

In reply to Mr C.W.’s objec-
tion to the use of a sealed
domestic refrigeration com-
pressor as a vacuum pump, I
again sought out the advice
of some experts, who had
helped me with the original
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cian wiring your unit, as it is
normal commercial practice
for a qualified electrician to
check and rectify all such
safety issues.

My unit has had a reason-
able amount of use now for
over four years, some days in
a workshop with tempera-
ture of over 38°C, and it still
runs well. 

On the occasions when I
have been present with the
unit running, the thermal
overload switch has never
cut in, and there are no signs
of it breaking down due to
overheating.
Bill Plant

(Editor): Once again, a ‘home-
built’ article has generated
controversy. We don’t wish to
dampen in the slightest way
the creative and inventive
enthusiasm of so many who
read and enjoy this magazine,
and at the same time, we
advise that all due caution
must be taken to minimise the
risk associated with any
machinery, home-built or
shop-bought.
The author of this story has
been using his vacuum press
for over five years, vented to
the exterior, and he feels it is
safe. While we always evalu-
ate — to the best of our
resources — the safety of
these types of projects, we
urge you, the reader, to do the
same with respect to your

knowledge, skills and abili-
ties. 

Double trouble

To the Editor,

I don’t wish to sound picky,
but as a regular reader of
your normally first class
magazine, I feel compelled
to point out two errors in
projects this month. 

In the Mah Jong holders pro-
ject, I cut my holders to your
recommended length of
272mm, only to find that all
common sets require a
length of 375mm. I had to
find more timber and start
over again.

Then, on the Bandsaw Circle
Cutting Jig story, I thought I
better check some measure-
ments before cutting. Adding
up the measurements across
the front of the baseboard, I
realised it needs to be
495mm wide, not the
440mm shown. Lucky I had-
n’t started cutting yet.

Not Happy Jan!
W. Harris (email)

(Editor): The required length
of Mah Jong tile holders is a
source of debate, as there are
so many variations in size of
the actual tiles. (See the next
letter from Val Edwards).
Unfortunately, the author of
our story appears to have
based his sizes on tiles that

fall into the smaller end of the
tile size spectrum. 
If you are going to make these
holders, measure your tiles
first and adjust the length to
suit.
As for the bandsaw cutting jig
story, yes, there was a miscal-
culation in the total width size
printed. Thankfully, if you
double-checked the individ-
ual sizes making up the total
width (as Mr Harris wisely has
done) , these were accurate.
We’ll try to be more careful in
future.

Saves the editor’s bacon

Dear Sir,

As I always look through my
husband’s copy of your mag-
azine, I was interested to
note the article in issue #99
on Mah Jong holders.

I often play this game twice
weekly, and have been
doing so for about 17 years.
We move from home to
home and play, and in doing
so encounter a variety of
tiles. 

Mine are 28x21x13.5mm
thick. This is the most com-
mon size in modern tile.
However, some are
34x20mm and yet others are
smaller, about 25x18mm. To
accommodate all sizes, my
husband made sets of racks
400mm long. He also
extended a ledge beyond the

back of the shape to allow
scoring groups of tiles to be
displayed and easily seen by
all players. This ledge is high
enough to permit moving of
the double height wall of
tiles.

The angle of the layback is
critical, 20° to horizontal
and vertical, or else the tiles
are easily viewed by other
players. The racks are fin-
ished in lacquer, to make
them easy to clean off.
V. Edwards (Port Macq., NSW)

Seeking Silex jig guides

Dear Editor,

I have a Silex Doweling Jig
and it has been used regular-
ly for about 40 years. It is a
No.30, and I require a set of
metric drill guides for it, as I
am sick of using Imperial
ones.

I know these guides are
available, but I can’t locate
them anywhere. 

Could you or your readers
help me?
Gordon Taylor (Macmaster
Beach, NSW)

We haven’t been able to track
down the suppliers of such
guides. If any readers have an
answer to this query, please
contact the reader direct on
Tel: (02) 4382 1512.
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LEONARD IMPORTERS: 3 MELL ROAD SPEARWOOD WA 6163 PHONE/FAX 08 9418 1126

JOINING SAW 
Model D-240G
Price: $53.41
+ $5.00 p&h

SPEED 
SAW 

Model K-270C
Price: $48.12

+ $5.00 p&h

SUPER FINE
CUT SAW

Model D-210C
Price: $39.50

+ GST & p&h

PRUNING 
SAW 

with wood scab
Price: $20.00

+ GST & p&h
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November
24-Dec2 Mittagong (NSW)

Sturt School of Wood Graduating Students Exhibition
Venue: Sturt School of Wood, Sturt Rd, Mittagong
Contact: Ph: 02 4860 2083, web: www.sturt.nsw.edu.au 

30-1Dec Sydney (NSW)
Trend Open Day (Fri & Sat)
Venue: Lot 1 Cuneen St, Mulgrave/McGraths Hill
Contact: Trend Timbers Pty Ltd, Ph: 02 4577 5277
e-mail: trend@jigsaw.net.au

December
8 Nambrok (VIC)

Gippsland Woodcraft Group Timber Sale
Venue: Group’s club rooms, Nambrok, about 2hrs drive
from Melbourne’s eastern suburbs. Follow Princes Highway
to approx. 8kms east of Rosedale, then take Maffra turnoff on
left and continue approx. 9kms to club rooms.
Contact: Terry Swindon, 03 5127 1290
or Len Graham, 03 5146 0551

16-27 Orbost (VIC)
Orbost Australian Wood Design Exhibition
Venue: Orbost Mechanics Hall
Contact: Bert, Ph: 03 5154 1670
or Ruth Hanson, Ph/fax: 03 5154 2188

2002
March
2-3 Ballarat (VIC)

Ballarat Woodworkers’ Guild 2002 Expo
Venue: St Patrick’s Hall, Lawson St Sth, Ballarat 3350
Contact: Chris Liston (site manager), Ph: 03 5349 2257

April
13-14 Launceston (TAS)

Wood’N’Craft Tools & Machinery Expo 2002
Venue: Exhibition Building, Inveresk Railyards, Launceston
Contact: Expo Co-ordinator, 39 Bucks Rd, Tarleton 7310
Ph: 03 6427 2634, Fax: 03 6427 2293

14 Horsham (VIC)
Wimmera Woodturners Guild Inc
Annual Wood & Craft Expo
Venue: Horsham Town Hall
Contact: Ian Jackman, Ph: 03 5382 3746 

20-21 Sydney (NSW)
Woodturn 2002
Venue: Meadowbank TAFE, See St
Meadowbank (near Ryde)
Contact: Sydney Woodturners Guild Inc, 29 Rainbow Close
Glenmore Park NSW 2745, Ph: 02 47336814. Costs to be
finalised — bookings essential — $25 deposit.

Deadline for inclusion in Jan/Feb issue — 3 December
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Please check with organisers prior to an event, to avoid disap-
pointment if there is a late cancellation, different venue or other
change, particularly if travel and accommodation are involved. 

Manufacturers of Quality
Timber Clock Cases

Grandfather & Grandmother
Clocks, Vienna Regulator, School,

Wall & Railway Clocks. 

Direct Suppliers of:
Mechanical Movements &

Accessories, Quartz Movements &
Accessories, Clock Parts &

Hardware.
Purchase Direct from 

the manufacturer.
Send $5.00 for our catalogue

4/192 EVANS RD. SALISBURY QLD. 4107 
(Find us on the Cnr. Evans & Tarragindi Rd., Salisbury)

Ph. 07 325 55022 Fax. 07 325 55020
www.cmi-hermle.com  Click on Clock Kits

THE CLOCK KIT
SPECIALISTS

RELOCATING SOON TO 
98 LILIAN AVE, SALISBURY

FOR PLEASURE 
AND PROFIT

This complete range of DIY
tools and equipment offers
the opportunity to create your
own decorative ‘wrought iron’
effect items to adorn your
home both inside and out.
It is safe and very easy to
use, and with our step by
step operating instructions
you can soon create a myriad
of useful and decorative
items.
• Gates and fencing
• House signs
• Garden arches and gazebos
• Candlesticks • Light fittings
• Wine racks • Weather vanes
• Garden furniture
• Planters, hanging baskets &

window boxes...

CALL FOR INFORMATION ON Tel 03 5435 3902 Fax 03 5435 3405
Email: tools@netcon.net.au   www.chevingtonmetaltools.com

CHEVINGTON TOOLS PTY LTD
Lot 470 Alternate Calder Highway Lockwood VIC 3539

Australasian Distributor for the METALCRAFT range of tools



NSW: 359 VARDYS ROAD, KINGS PARK  2148 PH: (02) 9831 5044 FAX: (02) 9831 5538

VIC: 26 ROCCO DRIVE, SCORESBY  3179 PH: (03) 9763 2555 FAX: (03) 9764 2259

SA: 25 PAMBULA STREET, REGENCY PARK  5010 PH: (08) 8445 6077 FAX: (08) 8445 6976

QLD: 3 PENDREY COURT, WOODRIDGE  4114 PH: (07) 3208 0344 FAX: (07) 3208 0191

WA: 25 ADRIAN ST, WELSHPOOL 6106 PH: (08) 9470 5525 FAX: (08) 9470 5450

REMEMBER! - BACK-UP AND SERVICE IN ALL STATES

Imagine the power of MiniMax
in your workshop

Do it better withDo it better with

Affordable woodworking 
solutions from MiniMax

SC2W
Sliding table

panel saw
■ Scoring saw for chip-free cuts
■ Sawblade tilt to 45 degrees
■ Solid, cast iron worktables

LAB300N 
5in1combination
■ 3 independent motors
■ Sliding table saw
■ 300mm wide surfacer/thicknesser
■ 2 speed spindle moulder

S45 450mm 
Bandsaw

■ Heavy duty steel frame
■ Top and bottom guides

■ Supplied with ripping 
and mitre fences

FS30
Surfacer/

thicknesser
■ 300mm x 230mm capacity
■ Tilting fence 90-45 degrees
■ Oversized worktables - 

all cast iron



METABO MOVES
The new Australian headquarters of

Metabo is located at 10 Dalmore Drive,
Scoresby, VIC 3179. The purpose built
offices and warehouse facilities cater for
the strong growth Metabo has experienced
over the last few years. Their new contact
numbers are Tel: (03) 9765 0199, or 1800
638 226 (1800 metabo), Fax (general): (03)
9765 0189 or 1800 356 316, Fax (service
department): (03) 9765 0179 or 1800 356
316.

Meanwhile the winner of the Metabo-
Mercedes-Benz competition has been an-
nounced. Mark McKeown, a sparky from
Bendigo (VIC) won first prize, an MB series
Mercedes-Benz light commercial van val-
ued at $27,895. Even before winning the
van, Mark was quite happy with his
Metabo 12 Volt Cordless Drill, saying, ‘It’s
a tool I use everyday, so it’s worth getting
good quality’.

NEW SACHYS WEBSITE
Sachys Robertson have had

a new format and ordering sys-
tem developed for their web-
site. The new site gives far bet-
ter and more detailed informa-
tion on their products, and
includes the choice of on-line
ordering or a downloadable
ordering form using Microsoft
Excel. The down-loadable sys-
tem prices the order and
enables you to print the order
for post or fax. The on-line sys-
tem does not accept credit card
details, but Sachys Robertson
will contact you directly or use
previous details when the order

is received. This elimi-
nates the possibility of
Internet fraud.

For further informa-
tion, visit the website:
www.sachys-robert-
son.com.au

NEW MINIMAX FEATURES
A host of new features have been

added to the latest MiniMax range, now
available at Gabbett Machinery.

The popular Lab300N 5 in 1 combina-
tion machine is now fitted standard with a
2 speed spindle moulder, allowing an even
greater range of cutter diameters to be
used. Speed selection is quick and easy,
with a handy viewing window allowing
the operator to check the RPM settings at a
glance. MiniMax also include a chart with
recommended speeds for various diameter
cutterblocks, mounted near the speed
selector, ensuring operators have all the
required information at their fingertips.
The Lab300N is now fitted as standard
with a saw table extension. 

The 300mm wide surfacer/thicknesser

combination has also been
upgraded with a new fence sys-
tem allowing the fence to be set
at any angle between 90° & 45°
in seconds. An oversized lock-
ing lever firmly holds the fence
in place at the required angle.
These new features are avail-
able on all the machines in
stock at Gabbett Machinery.
For information on your nearest
showroom, see the advertise-
ment in this issue on p.7.

TURNERS’ BANDSAW BLADES 
Henry Brothers Saws have designed a

bandsaw blade with the woodturner/bowl-
turner in mind. Blanks can be cut out with
ease using a Henry Brothers 1/2" wide x 1/2"
pitch (2 TPI) bandsaw blade. Also newly
available are 1/2" x 3TPI Bi-metal (HSS)
blades with timber cutting clearances.

For further information on these and
other bandsaw blades, contact Henry Bros.
Saws Pty Ltd, Tel: (02) 9627 5088.

A TREND OR JUST A COINCIDENCE
American Black Walnut (Juglans nigra)

— you never know what you’ll find in it! 
When these two blocks of 2" thick

American Black Walnut were sawn to
make pistol grips, one in 1996 and one in
2001 (five years apart), the first cut in both
cases sliced through a lead bullet. The
odds against this happening must be enor-
mous! 

The maker of the pistol grips, Barry
Cameron of Toongabbie NSW, brought
them back to Trend Timbers — where he
originally bought the timber — and has

kindly given them a block to dis-
play.

Next time you’re in the
Windsor (Lot 1, Cunneen Street,
Mulgrave/McGraths Hill) area of
Sydney, why not drop in at Trend
Timbers and see it for yourself!

For further information on the
supply of specialty timbers, con-
tact Trend Timbers on Tel: (02)
4577 5277.

WWW.GREGMACH,
SAWMASTERS

Gregory Machinery now offer
access to information on a diverse
range of machinery for wood-
working on their website: www.-
gregmach.com. It contains some
460 pages of machinery specifica-
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tions available for downloading, plus links
to all overseas suppliers.

Gregory Machinery and other Wood-
man Group members are embarking on a
loyalty program named the ‘Sawmasters’
Club. The aims of the club are to facilitate
free membership, provide special dis-
counts and act as a forum between existing
customers and the Woodman Group mem-
bers.

For further information, contact Greg-
ory Machinery, Tel: (07) 3844 4433, or
email: sawmastersclub@gregmach.com

ALL INCLUSIVE INTARSIA KITS
Gekko Timbers have introduced a

range of kits that include everything need-
ed to complete an Intarsia project. The
plan, timber, backing ply, hangers, etc are
all provided. For woodworkers in a hurry,
these kits are also available with the timber
already cut to shape. These can be finished
with a minimum of time and effort. 

For their latest free catalogue contact
Gekko Timbers on Tel: (07) 4935 1162, or
email: anne@gekkotimbers.com.au.

TEAK SUPPLIES
Teak Supplies of Botany NSW is

Australia’s largest stockist of top grade
‘burmese’ teak, with over 100 cu. metres in
stock. 

General Manager Shane McKibbin said
‘We only stock the best Burmese old
growth teak because of its incredible per-
formance and beauty. Teak of this quality
clear finishes to a light honey colour and is
much lighter than most people are used to
seeing with furniture grade timbers. The
grain patterns are also far more interesting.

We have everything from large square-
blocks through to well priced, short slatting
for furniture. Select Teak Supplies has its
own drying kiln and machining facilities.
Every piece is hand graded by us at the mill
in Asia, and sawn with great care for grain
alignment. Most customers end up very
pleasantly surprised at the overall cost of
using one of the world’s truly great tim-
bers.’

For further information, contact Select
Teak Supplies on Tel: (02) 9666 8288.

SUPPLIER FOR THE NORTH
North Queensland’s newest and only

woodworking supply company, AGMS Pty
Ltd, is owned by Alan Goodbun, a manual
arts teacher and president of the local
Townsville Area Woodworkers’ Associa-
tion. He understands the frustration experi-
enced by local woodies when they can’t
access equipment, consumables and
accessories for the project they are work-
ing on, when they need it. 

Having a local supplier should turn this

situation around, and AGMS aims to pro-
vide the opportunity to buy locally at a
competitive price, with service that will
not be beaten. AGMS are agents for Gary
Pye Woodturning, Timbecon, Vicmarc
Machinery, Woodfast, Gregory Machi-
nery, Mik International, and U-Beaut pol-
ishes. 

AGMS is open after hours and on week-
ends, and they specialise in Mail Order.
For further information, contact AGMS at
17 Princess Road, Hyde Park , Tel: (07)
4721 2881 or Mob: 0418 606 016, Fax:
(07) 4721 3890, email: agoodbun@msn.-
com.au

SYDNEY SYMPOSIUM
The Sydney Woodturners Guild has

finalised more details of its second wood-
turning seminar, to take place at
Meadowbank TAFE, See Street, Meadow-
bank on the weekend of April 20, 21,
2002.

The total cost of attending the two day
seminar will be $70, and this includes
morning and afternoon teas, and lunch on
both days.

The demonstrators include Neil Scobie
(NSW), Roger Browne (TAS), Andrew
Potocnik (VIC) and Guilio Marcolongo
(VIC). 

For further information, visit www.syd-
neywoodturners.com.au, or contact Doug
Midgely at Tel: (02) 4733 6814, any day
after 5:30pm.

USQ SUMMER SCHOOL
McGregor Schools USQ are promoting

their new summer season of classes.
Courses include Traditional Boxmaking
and Woodcarving with Geoff Hannah and
Laurens Otto, Traditional Furniture
Restoration with Velimir Dragisic, and
Wood Veneer Sculpture and Furniture with
Robert Dunlop. 

For further information contact Mc-
Gregor Schools, Tel: (07) 4631 2755,
email: mcgregor@usq.edu.au

QUEENSCLIFF EXHIBITION
The Queenscliff & District Wood-

workers will present their annual exhibi-
tion and display in the Uniting Church
hall, Hesse Street, Queenscliff, from
January 23-28, 2002. Opening hours are
10am-5pm daily.

Members will display examples of their
handiwork, such as carving, woodturning,
model ships, hand-made wooden clocks,
furniture, and many other items of interest.
Demonstrations will be held daily.

For further information, contact John
O’Rorke, Tel: (03) 5253 1117, or email:
jororke@pipeline.com.au.

BANDSAW
BLADES

• Australia’s widest range of
bandsaw blades from 1/8"
(3.2mm) to 10" (250mm)

• Available in hardened 
carbon, bi-metal, stellite &
carbide tipped

• Hundreds of bandsaw
machines known to us

• Thousands of bandsaw
blades available ex stock to
suit any type of machine
ever made, horizontal mills
our speciality, single or
multi heads

• Distributors of Swedish
made Hakansson, German
— Bandso, & American —
Lenox Woodmaster range
of bandsaw blades

• MAIL ORDER OUR SPECIALITY
Credit Card, Cheque,
C.O.D. Post

• Henry Bros also carry full
range of T.C.T. sawblades,
router bits (Aust. made),
planer blade and also 
provide full sharpening facility

• Bandsaw/cutting 
problems: ring our friendly
staff for the right advice

BANDSAWING TIP:
Remember to always finish 
bandsawing with the same 
number of fingers you started with.

Call in 
Henry Bros Saws
541 Old Hawkesbury Rd
Vineyard NSW 2765
Ph: 02 9627 5088
Fax: 02 9627 2707
Email: hbsaws@acay.com.au

ABN 49 080 501 819
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NEW SYMTEC OWNERS 
Martin Phemister and Craig Davison

are the new owners of Symtec Australia,
makers of quality woodlathes suitable for
everyone from beginners to experts. 

Symtec is known in the industry as a
company that makes unique woodlathes,
which allow even the most inexperienced
novice to create quality woodturned prod-
ucts.

Martin’s association with Symtec began
a year or so ago, when he dropped in to
the office of Symtec to buy some wood for
use on his traditional lathe. Two months
later he bought himself a Symtec 1500,
and immediately began producing items
good enough to sell. Nine months after
that, Martin and Craig bought the compa-
ny, as the original owner — Les Geyer —
was retiring. 

Les designed the original Symtec lathe
in 1984 after being approached by a cus-
tomer who required a custom built lathe.
Les saw the potential of a lathe which
could be used by inexperienced, non-
expert woodworkers. 

Since owning the company, Martin and
Craig have increased the range of acces-
sories available, introducing the moving
template holder, a cam chuck
and the highly personalised ver-
sion of the Symtec 1500, whose
configuration is only limited by
your imagination. 

For further information on
the Symtec range, contact Mar-
tin on Tel: (08) 8296 7449, or
visit Symtec at 17 Seaforth
Avenue, Somerton Park, SA
5044.

AUSSIE INVENTOR 
PIRIC DESIGNS

If you have attended any of
the Timber and Working With

Wood Shows this year, you will have seen
Terry Gosschalk of Piric Designs demon-
strating his inventions — the W.A.S.P.
sanders (drill and lathe models) and the
new Dragonfly sander. They are being met
with enthusiasm and acclaim. 

Terry is a woodwork teacher in a NSW
high school, and he saw the need for a bet-
ter and more convenient drum sander and
bow sander. They serve this purpose well
and provide many more additional bene-
fits to the user.

Visit the inventor’s website and see for
yourself at: www.piricdesign.com.au, or
contact Piric Design on Tel: (02) 6655
1238.

GIPPSLAND WOODCRAFT
On December 8, the Gippsland Wood-

craft Group will be holding a large sale of
various craft timbers at their club rooms,
from 10am to 2pm. Suitable for turning,
carving, clock and barometer faces, coffee
table tops and more — all at reasonable
prices. 

For further information or directions to
the club rooms, contact Terry Swindon,
Tel: (03) 5127 1290, or Len Graham, Tel:
(03) 5146 0551.

TOUCH WOOD MALENY
Ian and Anita Simpson, new owners of

the Maleny Touch Wood gallery have an
unusual approach to presenting fine wood
products. They place signs throughout the
gallery encouraging customers to touch
the products.

Over the past few months, Ian and
Anita have been busy renovating the
gallery to allow accommodation of sub-
stantially larger stock, and have also estab-
lished a separate area to handle sales of a
select range of woodworking tools and
machines.

For further information, contact Maleny
Touch Wood gallery, 58 Montville Road,
Maleny QLD, Tel: (07) 5499 9166.

CMI SOLE AGENTS FOR HERMLE
Clock Movement Importers (CMI) are

pleased to announce they have been
appointed the sole Australian agent for
Hermle clocks and movements. New
styles have arrived from Germany, and
they can be viewed on the CMI website at
www.cmi-hermle.com. 

For further information contact CMI on
Tel: (07) 3271 2555, or email: chris@cmi-
hermle.com
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2hp 
Induction 

Motor

Send for a

 CATALOGUE

 to see the

 full range

TPCK-125 1.5kg
$99

Over
5000

Products
Online

SUPER
LOW

DELIVERY
RATES

ORDER ORDER ONLINE NOWONLINE NOW
www.timbecon.com.au

Have you got your
Timbecon Catalogue?
If not just contact us and we’ll rush one out to you.  
It’s jam packed with over 5,000 products and includes 
extensive descriptions and handy hints.  A must for 
every

 
Australian Woodworker.

Get yours today.
FREE

High Speed Grinding Kit
• Comes complete with 

40 piece accessories
• Variable speed
• 125W motor

ADDITIONAL MINI BITS
• Drum Sleeves, 6.3mm & 12.7mm 
• Mini Saw Blades - 36T, 72T & 106T
• Cloth & Leather Buffs
• Grinding Discs
• Sanding Discs
• Collet set
• Brushes - bristle, brass or steel
• Rotary Burrs 
• Diamond Point Drill Bits 
• Tungsten Carbide cutters 
• High Speed Steel Rotary Rasps
• Mini drills 
• Plus more…

Slide Compound Mitre Saw
• Two bar slide mechanism on linear 

bearings for easy operation
• Angled motor for tilt both left and right 

hand
• Huge 330mm x 95mm (at 90°) cut
• Blade brake
• Quality 100T cross cut blade
• 1430W motor

Introductory

  Price

Normally $799

N
O

W $679
Save $120

SCMS-250/25kg

10” Table Saw

• Quiet 2hp alloy body 
induction motor

• Depth of cut 60mm
• Huge 630 x 860mm alloy 

table top
• Complete with 40T 

tungsten tipped blade
• Stand included
• Rise & fall tilt to 45° 

adjustment

MTLG-250 43kg$399 Super Quiet

Lathe Copy Attachment

SCA-900 16kg
$159

Designed 
to fi t onto 
a wood 
lathe 
without 
the need 
of a 
second 
tool rest.

Solid cast iron plus 
tapered jaws & dog.

Quick Action Vice with Dog

RV-225 18kg
$79

225 x 200mm

RV-175 9.5kg
$59

175 x 200mm

Deluxe Honing Guide

MJ-847 300g
$22.90

Brass guide wheel 40mm 
wide.  Accepts blade up to 
63mm wide.  Roller base is 
removeable for use in the 
slot of a grinding jig.

Control the 
sharpening 

angle.

MJ-837-C  360g

$24.90

Drill 9.5mm holes on an angle so you 
can screw from the end of the timber.

Double Pocket Hole Jig

TRT-340  3.8kg 

$149

This new trimmer 
comes complete 
with tilt base to 
do arises and edge 
trimming.  Base 
attachment 
removeable.  

• Powerful 
340W motor
• ¼” chuck 

Trimmer



The 
cornerstone 

of your 
Dream Workshop,

...a Hammer C3-31
Combination Machine!
Courtesy of Felder Machinery (Aust) Pty Ltd

• Three 2.0 kW single phase motors
• Tilt sawblade, with blade capacity up to 315mm
• Anodised 800mm sliding table
• 310mm planer  • 310mm thicknesser
• 3 knife self-setting cutterblock
• High speed router function
• Built-in safety system including electronic brake

The Dream
Workshop
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• 400 Watts
• 125mm diameter sanding plate
• 5mm orbit diameter
• 1.9kg
• 9,000-26,000 orbits/min

• 1/4" collet
• Dust Extraction Adapter
• Parallel Guide
• 400 Watts
• 27,000 rpm
• 1.8kg

• Unique pivoting handle
• Hold from 3mm-740mm w/ optional jaws 
• Largest range of accessories
• Unique Tuff Lock™ gearing

• 8 speeds, 178-3000 rpm
• 160mm swing over bed
• Quick action camlocks for 

tailstock and toolslide
• Affordable extending bed units
• Solid cast iron construction throughout

Router POF400A
Sander PEX400AE
Courtesy of Bosch 

SuperNova Chuck
Nova 3000 Lathe 
Courtesy of Teknatool 

Last
chance to win!

Coupon #6 
page 95



HMC 2HP 
Dust Extractor

Courtesy of Herless 
Machinery Corporation

• 2HP
• 300mm diameter fan
• 3000m3/h capacity
• 2 x 125 inlets

14" JET
Bandsaw 

Courtesy of 
The Woodman Group 

• 152mm height and 342mm
width cutting capacity

• Takes sawblades from 3-
19mm

• Table size 381 x 381mm
• Blade tension adjustment knob
• Precision balanced blade

wheels
• One piece welded stand
• Dust chute 50mm diameter
• Table tilt 45° x 10°
• 1 hp motor, 1ph, 240V
• Industrial controls
• Blade Speed (SFPM) 3000

Accessories
Package 

Courtesy of 
Henry Bros Saws Pty Ltd

• 2 x 6mm Bandsaw blades
• 2 x 10mm Bandsaw blades
• 2 x 12mm Bandsaw blades
• 2 x 16mm Bandsaw blades
• 2 x 19mm Bandsaw blades
• 1 set of planer knives
• 1 TCT circular saw blade
• 1 x 12 piece router bit set

Pedestal Drill  
SPD 25A

Courtesy of Hare & Forbes
Machinery House 

• Micro switch on lid for 
safe operation

• No volt on/off switch
• Worklight
• 20mm drill capacity
• No.2 Morse Taper 
• 16 speeds
• 160-3000rpm
• 1hp single phase 240V motor
• 80mm drill depth
• 47mm quill diameter
• 60mm collar diameter
• 195mm throat depth
• 300mm diameter table
• 1165 spindle to base
• 80mm column diameter 

Send in all 6
coupons

before
January 1.
to Dream Workshop, 

PO Box 514, 
Hazelbrook, NSW 2779.
Be sure to include your

name, address and day-
time contact phone num-
ber clearly written on the

back of the envelope. 

Last chance to win!
Remember, if you

take out a subscrip-
tion for one year (six
issues) during 2001,

you automatically get
another entry (on top
of the one you get for

sending in the six
coupons). If you sub-

scribe for two years
(twelve issues), you

get two extra entries,
for a total of three

chances to win. 

If you have missed any
issues from this year call
us at Tel: (02) 4759 2844
to order your back issue

(for only $3.30 plus $1
postage and packaging). 

The prize will be
drawn early in

2002.
This competition is open to

Australian residents only.

Don’t miss a 
single issue 

Check out these major prizes.
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Tensor Pty Ltd, the family company
from which Skills Publishing and its
magazines evolved, began in 1977

in a century old terrace house in Roz-
elle, an inner city suburb of Sydney.
Originally established to provide print
design and production services, the
company quickly diversified into trade
typesetting and the design, writing and
production of newsletters.

Our entry into publishing was a nat-
ural progression from this work, particu-
larly the ambitious, full colour publi-
cations we produced for companies like
James Hardie, Wormald and Bailey
Controls Australia. From its very begin-
ning, we defined The Australian Wood-
worker as a down to earth, practical
magazine in every aspect of its design,
content and presentation. We even pro-
duced the first few issues with black and
white photo covers to stress our inten-
tion that readers should feel comfortable
taking The Australian Woodworker into
their workshops 

Printing 10,000 copies of that first
issue was a huge gamble for our tiny
company, but after a long and tense
wait, we finally learned that the maga-
zine had sold extraordinarily well. We
received hundreds of letters, almost all
of them highly encouraging. Three were
not, and these three were among the
most important letters we have ever
received. I replied, thanking their writers
for the criticism and asking for their help
in developing a magazine they would
want to read. Two of them became early
and very valuable contributors.

I confess it was sometimes hard work
getting Australian woodworkers to real-
ise that the only way they could have

their own magazine was to write for it in
the same way woodworkers overseas
wrote for theirs. I am grateful that so
many eventually chose to write articles,
even though most had never tried be-
fore. It is no small thing to stick your
head up above the multitude and say:
‘Look at me; look at what I
have done’. 

Within a year of our
first issue, we moved to
larger premises in one of
those wonderful old build-
ings that are now so rare
in central Sydney. 

The focus that the mag-
azine provided and the
emergence of more and
larger clubs, bound wood-
working into a more cohe-
sive community in Aust-
ralia. We introduced new
features and new de-part-
ments. We started the
Mail Order Book Shop,
prompted by a letter from
a reader in Tennant Creek
(NT) who took us to task
for talking about books
which he could not buy.

Of course, it wasn’t all
easy. For one thing, we
had to contend with the
reaction of overseas pub-
lishers. One responded by
dumping their title here
for a lot less than its
domestic price. But, while
competitors came and
went, The Australian
Woodworker remained —
as it does today — the

largest selling woodworking magazine
in Australia. 

I’m proud that the word Australian in
the title means as much now as it did in
1985. Virtually all of the material in the
magazine is derived from Australian
woodworkers and their suppliers, and
the magazine is wholly edited, set-up
and printed in Australia, a claim that too
many magazines on sale here cannot
make.
Art Burrows Editor: 1985 - 1994 

At the end of 1994, when I took
over as editor, The Australian
Woodworker had grown to a

healthy 96 pages in size, with occasion-
al issues of 104 and 112 pages, and was
generating good newsstand sales in New
Zealand and the United Kingdom.

As the interest in woodworking rose,
the supply of native timbers for craft
work seemed to dry up. Logging areas
were being reduced or closed, and the
forestry debate centred only on the
major species used for building and con-
struction. 
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Australia’s own woodworking magazine looks
at the past, and charts a course for the future.

CELEBRATING

ISSUES

This terrace house in Rozelle, was the
original office of Skills Publishing. This is
where it all began!



In late 1995, Graham Bull, the well-known Sydney wood-
carver, dropped by our editorial offices. He’d been to the NSW
north coast to stock up on carving timbers, and had come back
largely empty handed (a far cry from the timber haul described
by Col Martin this issue). Things were getting serious. 

From its inception The Australian Woodworker had always
focussed on Australian woodworking, which implied an inter-
est in Australian woods. However, if the craft timber shortage
did not reverse itself, we faced the prospect of defining
Australian woodworking without the use of native timbers (The
Australian Pineworker?). 

We were not alone in our anxiety. Many woodworkers and
foresters were deeply concerned at the direction our timber
supplies had taken, and many were losing their livelihoods. But
there was hope. Cabinetmakers such as Peter van Herk and
Nicholas Dattner had proven that there was a commercial mar-
ket for Australian cabinet timbers, and the Victorian forestry
industry was promoting Natural Feature Grade. 

By 1997 The Australian Woodworker was strongly promot-
ing the use of native timbers in its editorial policy, and in
December that year we began Peter van Herk’s Working with
Australian Hardwoods (soon to be revised and published in
book form), one of the most popular and talked-about series
ever run in the magazine. 

Interest in the use of native species has grown enormously
and nowadays there’s hardly a gallery, club event or exhibition
that does not have a prominent display of items made from our
beautiful Australian hardwoods. Great strides have been taken
at all levels from Government authorities, corporations and
sawmillers, to clubs, individual woodworkers and property
owners to provide sustainable supplies of our native species —
though there is much still to be done before Australia ceases to
be a net importer of timber.

Meanwhile our newsstand distribution in the UK ended
when the distributor went into liquidation. We learned a lot
from the experience and continue to generate overseas sales,
particularly by subscription. Today The Australian Wood-
worker is read in many countries around the world, and our
largest markets outside Australia are New Zealand and the
USA. 

The growth of The Australian Woodworker and sister publi-
cations necessitated more staff, facilities and warehousing. In
1986, Skills Publishing moved from the original terrace house
into a converted warehouse in Rozelle that had once been the

The first issue of The Australian Woodworker. Facsimile
copies are still available for $12.10 (incl. GST and postage
& packaging) from The Mail Order Shop, Tel: (02) 4759
2844).
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VEEZY FRAMING PRODUCTS
Now available the new and exciting Veezy Mitre Guide
Bolts onto your Triton, cuts perfect mitres every time. To join 4, 5, 6
and 8 sides. Why haven’t mitres always been cut this way!

Dafa Matt Cutter and Guide Rule
Give your matts that professional look. Quick adjustable band clamp
(900 x 900). Square-it assembly jig used to assemble frames.

Also the Veezy Mitre Copier.
It’s portable so you can take it to the job. You may be surprised to find
how easy it is to do your own picture framing and also how inexpensive.

Designed and manufactured in Australia.

VEEZY PRODUCTS GUARANTEED TO WORK.
C.L. Craft Products
15 Railway Street, Cowra NSW 2794  Phone Fax: (02) 6341 2119
Email: veezy@westserve.net.au   Website: www.contact.com.au/veezy



Email: cbs@connect.net.au
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local dairy. By 1997 these premises had
become too small and were restricting
operations. 

In 2000 the company made a major
move, to a purpose-built building in
Lawson in the Blue Mountains, west of
Sydney. The new location offers better
facilities, reduced travelling time for
staff, a more congenial working environ-
ment and considerable scope for future
expansion. The rapid changes in digital
technology in recent years meant that an

inner city location was no longer an
operational requirement. 

The staff at Skills Publishing have
always believed passionately in the
quality, benefits and viability of Aus-
tralian woodworking. The new premises
are a commitment by the company to
the future of The Australian Wood-
worker and Australian woodworking
generally.
Steven Burrows Editor: 1994 - 2000

Our new premises in the Blue Mountains, west of Sydney.
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This re-furbished dairy was our home from 1986 onward.

X310 $6,300
LX310 $7,900

PLUS GST



Fielded panels — with their bevelled
edges and raised central portion —
are beautiful in themselves, but they

can also be used to give an otherwise
heavy construction a slimmer, more ele-
gant look. Their charm adds warmth to
furniture of all kinds — wardrobes, cabi-
nets, sideboards and dressers — and
their construction allows panels the
same thickness as the frame to be used.
Their striking presence on wall panelling
especially, imparts a feeling of comfort,
reminiscent of a bygone era. 

Fielded panels can be cut with high
speed electric routers and spindle moul-
ders quite quickly, but the woodworker
who likes to work by hand with fine
hand tools, requires a Fielding Plane. 

Such planes are still obtainable, both
modern and antique, but at a very high
cost. The one shown here can be made
for a very modest amount, just the price
of a cutting iron and a few short pieces
of Australian hardwood. Sydney Blue
Gum, Ironbark, Brush Box and Sheoak
are all perfect timbers for plane making.

A good way to start is to make a full
size drawing for use as a template, mark-
ing in all relevant dimensions (Fig.1). My

experience is that a blade angle of 50° is
perfect for working across and along the
grain, on both hard and soft timber.
However, the cutting iron must be kept
as sharp as a razor.

As can be seen from the drawings
(Fig.1), the plane is made in two halves.
This makes the cutting of the bed, wedge
slots and shaving outlet much simpler
than if a solid block had been used.

Prepare two pieces of straight grain-
ed, dry, quarter sawn hardwood 235mm
long by 37.5mm wide and 75mm thick
finished size. Join the two pieces togeth-
er with two small cramps only, one at
each end, making sure both ends line up
square. 

Determine which face will be the
sole (bottom) of the plane, which end is
the toe and which the heel. Make sure
the grain on both pieces runs in the same
direction along the base, from toe to
heel (front to back). Failure to do this
will result in a plane which will never
work well, as the sole will constantly
splinter out in use.

Transfer all the relevant lines — ie.
angled blade bed, wedge and cap iron
screw slots, and shape of the plane in

general — from the drawings to the out-
side faces of the blocks (Fig.1&2).
Square the lines across the top and bot-
tom of the blocks, then separate the two
pieces and carry the marks over the two
inside faces. Gauge (ie. mark with your
marking gauge) the width of the mouth
and the top opening on both pieces,
11mm in from the outside face (Fig.2).
The opening should be the width of the
plane iron (which is 50mm wide), plus
3mm. This allows the iron some small
lateral movement.

Place one piece in the vice, and —
starting with the bedding angle and
wedge slots — saw down to the gauge
lines. Next, saw the shaving outlet angle.
Work with extreme care, using a fine
tooth back saw or mitre saw, and keep-
ing the cut square to the face.

Next, chop out the waste from the
iron and wedge slot, starting at the
mouth, using a 3mm and 6mm chisel.
Work down to the gauge line from both
sides (ie. the top and bottom of the
plane), to prevent splitting out at either
end. Use a very sharp 13mm wide chis-
el to slice away the wood from the cheek
of the shaving outlet. Keep the shape in
mind as you work, slicing across and
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Home-made
Hardwood 

Fielding Plane
Classic fielded panels are 

a snap using this 
home-made fielding plane

by Tony Brandon



down the grain. Work from the top as
much as possible to prevent splinter-
ing.

Repeat the process for the other
piece, and when both are complete,
hold them together to check that all
marks line up and you have cut the
lines square. If any slight adjustments
are necessary, it’s far better to make
them now than when the pieces are
glued together. 

Cut the sloped contour at the back
of the plane, and shape with a rasp,
files and sand paper. When this is
complete, it’s time to glue the two
halves together.

Place a scrap piece of old flat chip-
board or ply onto your workbench for
use as a glue-up board. This will keep
glue off the bench top. Pin a narrow
strip of wood on one side of the scrap
board to form an end stop. Spread
PVA glue on one side of the plane
block, and bring the two pieces
together. Push both of the halves
against the stop, keeping the ends in
line. 

Put one G-cramp in the centre, just
behind the bed angle, and one at each
end, checking that the two halves
have not slipped out of line. When
ready, fully tighten the cramps, dou-
ble-checking that everything is square
and nothing has slipped out of place. 

Add two or three more cramps to
ensure both pieces are held snugly
together along their whole length.
Wipe off all surplus glue inside and
out with a damp cloth, and set aside to
dry.

To prepare and cut the handle
blank, transfer the shape provided
onto a piece of cardboard (Fig.3), and
use it as a template for cutting out with
either a bow, coping or jigsaw. Make
the handle in the appropriate thick-
ness of timber to suit your hand.
Contour with a rasp, file and sandpa-
per. Take your time shaping the han-
dle to get a perfect fit for your hand,
finishing it off as smooth as glass. A
comfortable handle makes all the dif-
ference in the plane’s performance.

Once the glue has cured and the
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Fig.1 Fig.2

WOODEN WORKS TASMANIA P/L
Stockists of:

• Clock Mechanisms • Barometers • Thermometers 
• Hermes Abrasives • Cutlery Blanks • Project Parts 

• Pen Kits • Key Hangers • Liberon finishing products 
• Turning tools • Adhesives • Lathes & accessories

21 Legana Park Drive, Legana TAS 7277
Email: j.c.baker@microtech.com.au

Phone:
(03) 6330 2522

Fax:
(03) 6330 2521

WRITE FOR

FREE CATALOGUE



cramps are removed, check the inside shape and
adjust the bedding angle if necessary. It must be
square and flat the whole way down, so keep your
chisels razor sharp. Alternatively, a good tip shown to
me many years ago is to use a 25mm chisel sharp-
ened with a fairly thick burr turned on the edge — this
makes a perfect scraper used in an upward direction
for levelling the bed. 

Cut the slot for the cap iron screw in the top of the
bed as shown (Fig.1), and check the cutting iron for
fit. The cutting iron must sit completely flat on the bed
for the plane to work smoothly. To check the flatness
of the bed, paint the underside of the iron with black
marking ink and place it in position. Press down all
round for a moment, and then remove it. Spots of ink
remaining on the wood indicate high spots that needs
to be scraped off. Take your time here — patience
will pay off. If the bed is evenly marked with the ink,
then it’s flat.

Cut the wedge blank longer and 2-3mm wider
than required (Fig.4). Plane to width first, then taper.
A perfect fit is needed throughout its length and
width, otherwise the plane will not work well, chat-
tering over the work and jamming each time a few
shavings are made. 

Shape the wedge top and bottom as shown (Fig.4),
then fit the handle and glue in place. The handle
should be set into the back of the plane a good
12mm, so that it is secure. When the glue is dry, set
the iron and wedge in place, with the iron just out of
harm’s way (ie. not protruding from the sole). With a
finely set panel plane, square up the block to the fin-
ished size, not forgetting to plane the sole from front
to back. Use a try square to check for squareness all
along the sole, taking your time as necessary.

Once the plane is assembled, prepare the shallow
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Fig.3

Fig.4

The top of the wedge is
shaped to allow easy 
removal with a hammer.

The prongs are cut to the shape of
the wedge slots to allow shavings
to clear the mouth.



rebate measuring 11mm wide by 6mm deep (Fig.4), to allow the
plane to cut the bevel or ‘fielding’ on the edge of the panel. Use a very
sharp rebate plane with an adjustable fence attached. 

Shape a length of hardwood for the lateral sliding fence, with slots
cut on the face as shown (Fig.5). This sliding fence regulates the width
of the Fielding bevel. 

Drill holes in the sole as indicated, a shade smaller than the 6mm
screw diameter. This allows the screws which hold the sliding fence
in place to cut their own thread when they are first inserted. This
ensures they hold tight in the wood. 

Plane the slight angle on the edge of the fence as shown, fit the
fence in place, and get ready for the plane’s trial run. 

Mark out a fielded panel on a suitable piece of timber, using a cut-
ting gauge across the grain. As the plane is held at an angle in use, a
shearing cut is produced, thereby leaving a smooth finish across the
grain. When the shoulder of the rebate reaches the face of the timber
being worked, the plane will stop cutting, leaving the shape required.

When cutting a fielded panel, form the ends first, as they are
planed across the grain. Any splintering out at the ends will be planed
off when the sides are worked lengthways. When you are using a
rebate plane of any kind (such as this Fielding plane), start at the front
and work backwards. Short strokes at first, gradually lengthening as
you work. Keep the fence tight up against the side of the work at all
times. A rub of candle wax on the front of the sole gives friction free
planing.

This plane is designed to work 18mm thick timber, to the shape
shown (Fig.6). If a thicker timber panel is used, a chamfer or rebate
wilI have to be cut on the back of the panel, so that it fits the groove
in the frame. This is often seen on antique furniture.

Fence

Slot

Plane Body

Fence fixes to sole with 6mm dia.
machine screws. Drill hole slightly
smaller than screw diameter so
screw cuts its own thread

11

6

80°

Fence

Plane a bevel of 3mm
on the bottom edge of
the fence this gives the

correct angle of 80° 3

12

70

80°

Fence

Slots in fence
to allow sideways

movement

30

70

30 6

14

235
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If you have ever made a drawer too
snug and it required planing to glide a
little easier, then you’ve probably

encountered a problem holding the
drawer for planing.

Depending on the size of the drawer,
you may be able to hold the edges of the
side or front in a vice, but if it’s too wide
for the vice jaw opening, or the sides are
too long to be supported equally, the
vice will not work successfully. 

For years I have been using a rough
old jig and am almost too embarrassed
to share the idea (Photo.1), but it works
well for small to medium sized drawers.
It can be made very quickly by band or
jigsawing a number of slots out of a
piece of 16 or 18mm MDF, leaving a
number of different size fingers protrud-
ing to support the drawer — either on its
side or front. 

To hold the drawer you just need to
find the closest fingers and gaps to suit
your drawer, then let the drawer hang in
the jig while you plane off the high
spots.

The jig needs a piece of square sec-
tion timber, 60-90mm square and about
450mm long, screwed underneath the
back edge to hold in the vice. Don’t be
tempted to make the fingers too narrow,
or they may break with constant use.
The sizes shown should last reasonably
well (Fig.1).

When making drawers, I always
make the front to be a firm fit in the cab-
inet opening, then plane them to suit the
gap after they are glued and dry, rather
than make them with space all around to
start with. I find that I have more control
over the fit by using this method.

Usually I make the back of the draw-
er one millimetre narrower than the

front, so all I have to do is plane the front
sides where the lapped dovetail joints
are. The height of the sides is adjusted so
they slide in the space provided, before
the dovetail joints are cut.

The new and improved jig
For quite a while I had been contem-

plating making a better jig for planing
drawers, and the task of writing this arti-
cle has given me the enthusiasm to final-
ly do it. This ‘improved’ version is a little
more time consuming to produce, but
not complicated or difficult. 

Start with two pieces of 100mm x
50mm seasoned hardwood, about one
metre long, and dress them to 90mm x
45mm. These two parts form the base of
the jig, which fits into the vice jaws

while holding the drawer with a pair of
adjustable sliding fingers. Cutting a
groove in each half of the base creates
— when the base parts are joined — a
channel for a cup head bolt and locking
plate to slide in. These hold the sliding
fingers in position and onto the base. 

The grooves are cut either by routing
or sawing them on the circular saw
bench, in the positions indicated on the
construction drawing (Fig.2&3). If you
are going to use the saw bench to cut the
slots, you can enlarge your saw kerf by
making a series of cuts next to each
other, moving the fence about 3mm
each time. Saw the 15mm x 25mm deep
grooves for the locking plate first, then
reset the fence and blade height and flip
the base board up onto its narrow edge

Photo.2: The jig with the drawer on its side ready for planing or sanding.

Photo.1: The old version of the drawer planing jig. It doesn’t offer anywhere near
as much versatility or security as the new jig detailed here.
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to saw the 12.5mm x 15mm deep sliding
spacer groove.

Once the grooves are complete, join
the two halves of the base with screws,
making sure that the tops are level and
the grooves line up. I used five 65mm
long 10 gauge screws, spread evenly
along the length of the base pieces. I did
not use glue in case I needed to modify
the jig in the future.

The drawer supports are simply a
piece of hardwood, with the grain run-
ning lengthwise. They need to be
dressed to size and have the slots cut in
them (Fig.2). I used the band saw for this
purpose, but a jigsaw will do the same
job. The width of the supports or spacing
of the slots is not critical, and you can
change these to suit your needs, but it is
wise to chamfer and smooth the edges to
avoid marking the insides of drawers. 

Make the two sliding spacers 190mm
long and plane them so that they slide
comfortably along the groove, then drill,
glue and screw them to the underside of
the supports with a screw at either end.
Take care to keep them perpendicular to
the long edge of the support. 

Drill an 8.5mm hole centrally
through the support and sliding spacer to
accept the cup head bolt which holds
the locking plate. Likewise, prepare the
locking plates from pieces of hardwood
to the dimensions provided (see Ma-

Photo.4: the drawer set up for planing the front surface.Photo.3: The two supports can be used to support the drawer
for planing the top or bottom edges.

Materials list for the new & improved version 
All parts listed at finished sizes in millimetres  

Part L W T No Remarks  
Base 1000 90 45 2 Seasoned hardwood  
Sliding Supports 320 190 20 2 Chamfered all edges  
Sliding Spacer 190 25 15 2 Planed to fit 
Locking Plate 45 45 10 2 Use hardwood  
Bolts 65 8  2 Use washers & wingnuts 
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terials List), and drill them for the cup
head bolt, too. It is advisable to counter-
bore the head of the bolt into the locking
plate about 3mm, and chisel a square
recess to accept the square section of the
cup head bolt.

Once all the parts are prepared and
you’ve assembled the jig, it’s ready for
action. You may notice that the photo
shows that I have used hexagonal head
nuts to tighten the supports in place —
that’s only because I did not have any
wing nuts at the time of photography.

In use, you can position the sliding
fingers to hold the drawer in any posi-
tion required. The size of the fingers
gives a very secure hold that will allow
you to plane the parts down to size with-
out worrying about the drawer slipping
out of a vice. The adjustability of the fin-
gers means you can fit just about any
drawer securely in place, and adjust it
comfortably to a good working height.

Best of all, you’ll greatly reduce the
chances of causing any damage to your
nearly finished drawer. The last thing
you want to do when fine tuning a part
like this, is cause surface damage that
requires extensive work to repair or
cover up. The chamfered edges of the
jig’s fingers will provide a gentle and
secure hold on your drawers.
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NEW FEATURES
SUPER precise rack
and gear plunge lever,
travel adjustable up to
100mm, with accurate
depth setting.
Indexing of angles for
main shaft rotation at
every 15° Router
mounting bracket now
fits small as well as
large plunge routers. 
A very efficient dust
extraction guard for use
when routing. Three
basic models available:
600, 900 and 1300 out-
feed cutting. 
Support stand supplied
with larger versions.

Call or write for further
information to:

YAS ENGINEERING P/L
5/3 Central Park Drive, Yandina QLD 4561
Ph: (07) 5472 7125  Fax (07) 5472 7126

Widely used...
Cabinetmakers, Joiners, Model and Patternmakers, Builders,
Schools, Work Training Centres and Technical Colleges, 
plastic fabricators, Toymakers, Picture Framers, Hobbyists,
Musical Instrument Makers and many more.

Using your own
power tools,
RouterMaster
makes easy
work of...
Routing — straight-line
work: rebates, grooving,
mortise. And tenons,
biscuit joining, pin rout-
ing of contours with or
without patterns, signs,
circles, freehand work,
edge forming with or
without piloted router
bits. Any compound
angle routing.
Skimming the tops of
timber slabs to name a
few.

Drilling — fixed, radial and compound using virtually any
standard power drill

Sawing — crosscut, rip, compound and plunge sawing using
almost any power saw up to a 9 1/4 inch blade

The RouterMaster’s uses are
only limited by your 
imagination.



TIMBER-TEC
2HP DUST

COLLECTOR
$539

TIMBER-TEC
1HP DUST COLLECTOR

$264
TIMBER-TEC
3HP TWIN BAG 
DUST COLLECTOR

$869

HEAD OFFICE: 2099 Princes Highway, Clayton VIC 3168 Ph: 03 9562 8866 Fax: 03 9562 8329 
Email: machines@herless.com.au

SYDNEY OFFICE: Unit C4, 27-29 Fariola Street, Silverwater NSW 2128 Ph: 02 9748 3222 Fax: 02 9748 1829
PERTH OFFICE: Unit 2, 15 Brennan Way, Belmont WA 6104 Ph: 08 9479 6066 Fax: 08 9479 6055Herless Machinery Corporation

THE 2001 CATALOGUE is now available on CD-ROM
PHONE / FAX / EMAIL  NOW FOR YOUR FREE COPY

**All prices
include

GST

TIMBER-TEC
16" 
EUROPEAN
STYLE 
BANDSAW

$990

TIMBER-TEC
14" 

EUROPEAN
STYLE 

BANDSAW
$792

1. Precise and replicate shape of the cutting edge
You can get the shape of your choice thanks to the
patented Jigs. Perfect single bevel every time with-
out multiple facets. Your tool works in exactly the
same way after every sharpening.

2. Faster resharpening
Setting takes less than 10 seconds. Resharpening
takes only 30 seconds. You remove a fraction of the
usual material.

3. Sharper edges
The tool cuts more easily and leaves a smoother fin-
ish which means less need for sanding.

4. More time for turning
Fewer interruptions for sharpening as the edge
stays sharp longer. You do not sharpen so often.

5. Longer tool life saves you money
You do not sharpen so often and you remove much
less steel at each sharpening.

6. No sparks
This means improved visual control and no risk of fire.

7. Maximum safety
At the low speed (90 RPM) you have full control of the
work. No risk of wheel shatter resulting in personal injury.

8. Wider stone
The 50 mm (2”) width gives you a bigger working surface.

9. No influence on the structure
or hardness of the steel
Water cooling eliminates over-
heating of the steel and devel-
opment of a hardened burr
which blunts the edge.

Universal Gouge Jig
For fingernail shaped bowl
or spindle gouges. Carving

gouges and V tools
max.width 1”.

Profiled Honing Wheel 
For honing and polishing

the flute in gouges.

Tool Rest with TORLOCK
For scrapers, with a straight

or curved edge.

Multi Jig 
For skew chisels with a
straight or curved edge,
plus parting or beading

tools and roughing gouges.

WOODTURNERS ACCESSORIES

SVS-50SVD-180

LA-100SVD-110

XB-100SP-650

Call now for brochure and nearest stockist
PROMAC PTY LTD
1 / 15 NEUMANN RD CAPALABA QLD 4157
PH: +61 7 3390 2474   FAX: +61 7 3390 3101
EMAIL: promac@promac.com.au
WEB: www.promac.com.au

Why is the Tormek System 
best for woodturning tools?

The standard TORMEK
2004 SuperGrind is suit-
able for plane irons, chis-
els and spoke shaves.
Other jigs available for
knives, scissors, axes and
electric planer knives.

Stone Grader 
For grading the SuperGrind

stone to a finer 1000 grit and
renewing a glazed stone to

the normal 220 Grit.

Horizontal Base
Permits grinding away
from the edge with the
SVD-180, SVS-50 and

SVD-110 jigs.
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FREE CATALOGUE

WOODWORKING MACHINERY SPECIALISTS PTY LTD
UNIT 1, 70 CHIFLEY DRIVE, PRESTON, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA. TEL: (03) 9416 9022 • FAX: (03) 9480 5147

Visit our website: www.proxxon.com.au

WRITE, PHONE OR
FAX TODAY FOR A
COMPREHENSIVE

CATALOGUE

TOOLS WITH
CHARACTER!
PENSANDER
PS12

MOTORISED
CARVER MSG

220

BENCH DRILL
TBM 220

BENCH CIRCULAR
SAW KS 220

PRECISION
DRILL/GRINDER
FBS 230/E

TABLE SAW FKS/EDELTA
SANDER 
OZI 220/E

DRILL STAND 
MBS 140

The widest range of Quality Proxxon Products are
now available throughout Australia.
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TREND TIMBERS PTY LTD
A THIRD GENERATION TIMBER FAMILY 

Established 1969
SPECIALISTS IN FINE WOODS

YARD ADDRESS: Lot 1, Cunneen St, Mulgrave/McGraths Hill NSW 2756 
POSTAL ADDRESS: PO Box 212, Windsor NSW 2756

Ph: 02 4577 5277  Fax: 02 4577 6846  
Email: trend@jigsaw.net.au  Website: www.trendtimbers.com.au

MMccGGrraatthhss
HHiillll

TREND OPEN DAYS
FRIDAY 30th November    SATURDAY 1st December

For all your requirements in:

WOOD
100 species of cabinet, turning, carving, 

boat building and project timbers 
including Jelutong and English Lime

WOODTURNING
Teknatool lathes, chucks and accessories.

Teknatool — we rate the Nova 3000 the best
value lathe on the market today.

TOOLS
Hycut tools, P&N tools, Munro hollowing tool

SHARPENING
Hycut Uni-Jig 5 designed and made in Sydney

to make sharpening simple. Tormek
whetstone grinders and jigs.

FINISHES
Oils, waxes and friction polishes.

PYROGRAPHY
Ironcore pokerworker.

LESSONS
Woodturning lessons by John Ewart, one of

Australia’s best teachers 
of this creative art. 

(See advert in Directory section)

Adrian Clark demonstrating the 
Teknatool Nova 3000 Woodturning Lathe

BOX MAKING 
2, 3 and 4 piece sanded West Australian

figured box sets. Various widths and
lengths 8-10mm thickness.

SAFETY
Airflow helmets, visors, masks, earmuffs,

goggles by Unisafe. Also 3M products.

VENEERS
Decorative Tasmanian species for

marquetry and cabinet work, mixed
bundles, polythene wrapped.

OPEN DAY
AMPLE

PARKING
FREE

ADMISSION
Catering by Rotary Club

of Windsor

DEMONSTRATIONS OF:
FINE WOOD-TURNING by Steve Stafford

ROLY MUNRO HOLLOWING TOOL by Dick
Beecroft

COMMENTARY by Col Laybutt

WOOD-TURNING by Syd Woodturning Guild

TOOL SHARPENING by Georgi Amen

“UNI-SAFE” SAFETY EQUIPMENT by Scott Leonard

WOOD FINISHES by Ernie Williams

IRONCORE POKERWORKER by Toni Campbell

TORMEK WHET STONE GRINDER & JIGS
by Peter Babage

OPEN DAYS 
SPECIAL OFFER

Nova 3000 Lathe, chuck, 5 high speed turning tools, 
and one day free woodturning tuition — see Adrian

NEW RANGE
Range of Pfeil carving Tools —
knives, cutters and gouges

NEW
PRODUCTS
WA timber — pre-drilled pen
blanks
Decorative veneer inlays for box
making

Specials on P&N turning tools

Specials on HYCUT tools

JUST LANDED
Sitka Spruce
Jelutong
Emu Apple for Boat Builders
Boree for Carvers
Gidgee
Lancewood
Buddha Wood for Woodtuners
Beef Wood
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The plane that runs 
circles ‘round others: 

The Compass Plane
— a.k.a. The
Circular Plane

When woodworkers examine some of the
extremely fine work crafted by our fore-
fathers — especially the rounded and circu-

lar work of arched doors, windows and furniture —
they tend to ponder the tools and skills used in their
construction.

One of the tools used to produce this sort of work
was the compass plane. Early examples of various
sizes in timber survive, ranging from a very simple
boat shaped plane to the more complex design of the
compassed fillister.

This style of plane was designed to form a concave
and convex surface, from bow front cabinets to circu-
lar frames. Some very unique ornate designs evolved
from the basic wooden curved sole plane — and they
became known as compass planes.

Leonard Bailey of Hartford Connecticut (USA)
designed and patented three different styles of com-
pass planes;

The Victor No.10 (1875-1884)
The Victor No.101/2 (1876-1878)
The Victor No. 20 (1875-1884)
Stanley purchased the entire Victor line of prod-

ucts, including the new patents, in 1884. Stanley then
went on to develop the No.113 Type 1 (1877-1880),
which had a side wheel, cutter adjustment, simple
lever cap, and an ornate nickel screw to match the
main adjustable sole screw. The body was black
japanned (Photo.1).

The No.113 Later Type has the usual lever cap,

the rear brass adjusting
screw, lateral adjusting
lever and black japanned
body (Photo.2).

The No. 20 (1897-1958)
was nickel plated prior to
1919, with later models
featuring a black japanned
body with nickel finish. The
No. 20 is recognised as the
sturdiest and the most use-
able of the lot.

The American Sargent Co. produced compass planes, as
did Record — the English toolmaker. Theirs is a very good,
useable robust plane, but — as is important with all planes —
sharpness and fine tuning are the main criteria for a profes-
sional result.

For further information on smaller tools, or any other old or
unusual woodworking tools, contact Jim Black on Mobile:
0407 828 724, or write c/- Yarram Post Office, Yarram VIC
3971.
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The Stanley No.113 Type 1
(1877-1884)

by James Carse Black

The Stanley No.20 (1897-1958)

The Stanley No.113 Later Type

James Carse Black is a tool collector and
woodworker, with a keen interest in preserving

the knowledge of old tool and trades.
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To enjoy woodworking, a few basic
challenges have to be met and
overcome. Perhaps the biggest one

of these is successful joinery. Framing
joints are one option for joining pieces
of timber at right angles and there are
several ways to construct them.

Before explaining these, I wish to
make a point about the purpose of this
series of articles. It’s not my intention to
reduce woodworking to a process of cut-
ting square with a drop saw and then
joining the bits with wood screws. If
anything, I’m striving for the opposite,
by demonstrating choices not common-
ly considered.

While joining with mechanical fas-
teners alone lacks some of
the glamour of the tech-
niques of ye Olde Mast-
ers, it provides a means
for some to achieve pro-
fessional and successful
construction, with a mini-
mum of equipment.

If the design of a pro-
ject and its level of com-
plexity are considered in
light of the equipment
available, and the budget
and skills of the maker,
then modifications may
have to be made to the
plan to overcome specific
constraints. If you factor
these elements into any of

your projects, and
compensate ac-
cordingly, then
success will be
attainable.

Designing with
commonly avail-
able timber sizes,
accurately mark-
ing lengths, and

using some method to
guarantee perfectly square
cuts — these are the key
elements required for
good framing joints. With
the selection of appropri-
ate mechanical fasteners
and the use of straight and
true timber, they will virtu-
ally guarantee successful
construction.

Framing joints include
a range of mortise and
tenon, bridle, dowel, bis-
cuit, mitre and reinforced
butt joints (Photo.1). It is
not necessary to choose
the most complicated op-
tion just because it sounds
more prestigious. More
importantly, sound engi-
neering should determine

the appropriate choice. 
The main enemy of the framing joint

is racking, and the greatest ally is gluing
area. Racking is the tendency for the
joint to move due to the stresses applied
to the frame when in use. A good exam-
ple of racking is seen on back leg joints
of chairs. Each time a person sits in it, or
— worse still — leans back on the back
legs, there is an enormous racking stress
placed upon the back leg joint, and they
are commonly known to fail.

Similarly, in a door frame, the racking
effect is produced by the weight of the
door hanging on the hinges. This is usu-
ally overcome by distributing the weight
across a number of hinges, and the use

of extra long screws. The tendency for
racking can also be overcome by
strengthening the joint design, and
increasing the gluing area of the joint
components.

You will often see a diagonal brace in
a door or a gate (Fig.1). The mechanical
purpose of this is to prevent the frame
from sagging, the result of racking.
Otherwise the joints move, causing the
structure to deform and become opera-
tionally useless. This is most common in
outdoor gates subject to the elements,
which often have no glue to assist the
mechanical fixings, relying simply on
screws or bolts to hold themselves
together. The brace fits snugly inside the
fixed frame corners, from the bottom
hinge corner to the top outside corner,
so that any tendency to sag is prevented.
This is a deliberate mechanical feature
of design, and essential for durability.

There are hundreds of ways of de-
signing frames to overcome these prob-
lems, but unless racking faults are recog-
nised in the design process, there will be
many occasions when a frame which
appears to be aesthetically pleasing, will
simply fail the test of operation. 

In past articles in this series, I ex-
plained in depth procedures for marking
and cutting square. To summarise: use
face side marks to identify how pieces
go together, number your joints to show
which pieces match each other, mark
the waste to ensure the right piece is
being cut away, and cut accurately on
the waste side of the line. 

Framing joints such as mortise and
tenon and bridle, call for a high level of
precision marking and cutting. If not, the
joints will almost certainly have unac-
ceptable movement or a degree of twist

by Les Miller (Assoc. Editor)

Basic problems of
Materials & Joining - 4

Framing joints
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Photo.1: Corner and ‘T’ halving’s can be
cut with a router, bandsaw or by hand,
or alternatively by laminated 
construction, as can be seen in the joint
example on the right.
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in them (and in the resulting frame).
Dowels have forever been the DIY

choice for framing joints, because they
only require a perfectly square cut,
accurately sized member for efficient
operation.

It is a sad but true fact of life that
dowel jigs — which are purchased to
ensure precision — are not always accu-
rate. In the main, I’d have to say, that
I’ve seen more frames fail due to the
flaws and imperfections of this joint
work, than of any other. The gluing area
is a primary consideration. Sometimes
dowel joints fail because too few dowels
were used,  the ones used were too small
in diameter to provide strength, they
were too short in length to provide rigid-
ity, or they were too inaccurate in their
location to provide precision! 

The faults are often due to the jig
rather than the person doing the work. If
you want a really accurate dowelling jig,
check out the Ozzie Multi-Jig — Aust-
ralian designed and made (contact
Ozzie Jigs Pty Ltd, Tel: 02 9801 8883).
Precision is virtually automatic, the
proximity of dowels to each other pro-
vides a good gluing area, and the appro-
priate dowel diameter can be selected
for the task at hand — 6, 8 or 10mm
dowels (Photo.2).

I always hesitate to recommend a
product in print, because it remains ‘out
there’ for people to read forever, but this
jig really does enable a person with lim-
ited equipment or technical expertise to
create framing joints of strength, quality
and precision. While there are stronger
joints than those made with dowels, this
jig offers simplicity, accuracy and flexi-
bility, and will offset its moderate cost
within a few projects.

The halving joint takes its name from
the fact that half the thickness is taken
from one piece, and the same amount is
left on the other, so that they come
together flush. While a halving joint is
quite commonly used in framing without
some form of additional strengthening, it
is dependant upon glue to hold it togeth-
er.

There is a fundamental flaw in this.
Because the surfaces are perpendicular
to each other, normal expansion and
contraction of the components will
stress the joint to such an extent, that —
given enough time and extremes of
changes in humidity — either the joint
or the timber will crack or split. 

There are a couple of keys to success,
when making and using this joint. First,
ensure that you use face side marks, to
identify the face from which you are
marking or cutting. Having marked the
joint with a marking gauge and with the
waste clearly indicated, the rebates are
either cut by hand, sawing on the waste
side of the line, or similarly with a band-
saw, or — even more efficiently — with
a router. If you select the router option,
it’s worth making up a jig for this pur-
pose (later in this series I’ll detail just
such a jig).

When the frame has been glued
together, some strengthening me-
chanism needs to be added. This can be

a plywood panel fixed to each face, or
alternatively set into a rebate in one
face. Locking dowels or locking screws
are sometimes employed for this pur-
pose.

A bridle joint is very easy to make,
has great strength generated by its large
gluing area, and has the benefit of look-
ing like the strong and efficient joint that
it is. The bridle joint depends upon the
close mating of the faces of the compo-
nents for strength, and on the large glu-
ing area and the strength of the timber
for permanency. This joint can be used
for door frames, gate construction, leg to
rail chair construction, and virtually any
situation where a strong frame is re-
quired.

In earlier times, students learned to
cut the bridle joint by hand, as a precur-
sor to learning the mortise and tenon
joint. Today, most people have a variety
of equipment at their disposal, providing
alternate means of construction.

If a bandsaw is available, a stout
fence should be set square to the table
and perfectly aligned to the bandsaw
blade (Photo.3). This set-up is excellent
for cutting bridle joints and halving
joints. There are a few traps, but these
only relate to the fundamentals of mark-
ing the waste and then setting the fence
so that the blade is cutting on the waste
side of the line. It’s not possible to cut
both halves of either the bridle or the
halving joint off the same fence setting,
as this would cause a gap of saw cut
width (ie. the size of the kerf), on both
cheeks of the joint.

According to the books, the tongue of
the bridle joint and the tenon of the mor-

Photo.3: Halving joints and tenons can
be quickly and accurately cut with a
bandsaw fitted with a strong fence.

Photo.2: The precision of the Ozzie
Multi-Jig allows twice the number of
dowels to be used, providing much
more strength and performance than
other doweling methods.



tise and tenon joint should be propor-
tionally one third the thickness of the
rail. While this proportion is a useful rule
of thumb — and in practice usually
translates into a width that is equivalent
to the standard chisel width closest to
this proportion — this is not a hard and
fast rule.

When joining a rail to a leg or similar
situation, where one piece is thicker

than the other, it may be possible to
make the tenon or tongue half or even
two thirds the thickness. This would
effectively vastly increase the strength of
the joint. A major weakness in this type
of joinery is often created in the tenon by
cutting the shoulders too deep, seriously
affecting the strength at the base of the
tenon.

Many people have severe limits of
equipment and/or practised skill. The la-
minated method of creating halving, bri-
dle or mortise and tenon joints calls for

nothing more than a means of cutting
square, and enough cramps to hold the
laminations together while the glue is
setting (Photo.4). It costs a little more in
material, but there is virtually no
wastage.

This method requires several pieces
to be cut to exactly the same length. To
achieve this, a length stop should be fit-
ted along the bed of a radial arm saw,
drop saw, mitre box or whatever else
you may be using to help you cut
square. This takes a little time to set up,
but pays for itself in accuracy and in the
quality of the finished joint work. Simi-
larly, a jig to guarantee squareness of the
finished frame, to help hold the parts in
position while the inner lamination is
being glued and pinned, is a worthwhile
asset.

In the bridle joint example shown
here (Photo.5), I have used pieces of tim-
ber of the same sectional size, all stan-
dard off-the-shelf. These were cut to
length and glued together. In the bridle
joint, the inner laminations are glued
and pinned from the inside, and the
outer lamination is simply glued and
cramped. A little care in colour and
grain selection can almost completely
disguise the existence of the lamina-
tions.

Joints and joining methods are the
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Photo.4: A bridle joint frame made
using laminated construction calls for
plenty of cramps.

Questions
Are there more species of hardwoods or softwoods?

On what item of furniture would turned stretchers be
found?

If a scraper is used to finish turn the face of a platter,
should the handle be higher or lower than the cutting
point?

The Golden Mean has been used as a guide to propor-
tion in the design of furniture, carving, sculpture and
turning for over two thousand years. Which proportion
is closest to the Golden Mean — 1/2, 2/3 or 5/8? 

Was the technique of releasing captive rings on turn-
ings such as baby rattles developed before 1700A.D. or
after?

1
2
3
4

5

The Quizzical
Woodworker ?

??
???

?
by Ernie Newman

Ernie Newman taught the 3 year woodturning trade
certificate course at Lidcombe College of TAFE in
Sydney from 1993 to 1999. He has published over
40 articles on woodturning, and demonstrated the
craft in seven countries.

The Woodturners Source

Pre Drilled Acrylic Pearl Pen Blanks 5 for $26 includes delivery
Gary Pye Woodturning Unit 1, 12 Traders Way, Currumbin QLD 4223
Ph. 07 5525 7561 Fax 07 5525 7564 Email: gpw@nrg.com.au
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core of woodworking. In this
series, I will continue to identify a
variety of methods for their con-
struction, because the equipment
in a particular workshop will
often determine the design of the
joint selected. In the next install-
ments, I’ll be looking at biscuit
joining and some mortise and
tenon options, employing jigs
and a router to assist in waste
removal.
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Fig.1: The brace prevents racking caused by the weight 
of the gate hanging on its hinges. 

Photo.5: Laminated construc-
tion is more expensive  than 

conventional methods, but 
creates perfect joint work.
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USER REPORT

The Centreprise:
An Australian designed
and made circle cutting
jig for the bandsaw
by Les Miller

There are many home-made
bandsaw circle cutting jigs
described in the pages of this

magazine and elsewhere, but to
my knowledge never before has
there been a reliable commercial
jig available to the consumer at a
reasonable price. 

Ideally, a circle cutting jig
should be easy to use, repeatedly
accurate and sound in construc-

tion. The Centreprise (available
from Gregory Machinery in
Brisbane, Tel: 07 3844 4433) fits
the bill on all counts. 

The Centreprise is designed to
suit 14"-18" bandsaws. It locks

Photo.1: The centre points of
the jig must be accurately

aligned with the gullets of the
bandsaw blade. 
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onto the table and enables the operator to cut accurate circles,
from very small diameters (depending on the size of the blade)
to close to a metre.

The Centreprise is designed and made in Australia. Alana
Patterson designed it in consultation with Robert Gregory of
Gregory Machinery, as an end-of-course project for her

Manual Arts Teaching degree at Griffith University, Brisbane. It
was intended to be a jig that was accurate and robust enough
for the wear and tear of a high-volume classroom situation. It is
made from sand cast aluminium and is powdercoated, for pro-
tection and a long working life.

I first had a chance to test it at the 2001 Perth Timber and
Woodworking Show, and have been using and demonstrating
its effectiveness ever since, at all the  Timber & Working With
Wood Shows along the east coast. Throughout this time, the jig
has proven itself to be a useful and easy-to-operate tool.

To fit the Centreprise to the bandsaw table for the first time,
it must be accurately positioned so that the line of the two cen-
tre points on the jig are perpendicular to the line of cut, and
aligned to the gullet of the teeth on the bandsaw blade
(Photo.1).

The mounting arms are adjusted to the front and back of the
table, and — when the gullets on the saw blade are aligned
with the centre points — the locking thumbscrews are tight-
ened. The mounting arms can be adjusted to fit a bandsaw
table from as small as 300mm, up to 500mm. 

Once the initial setup is complete, the position of the lock-
ing thumbscrews is marked on the front and back edge of the
bandsaw table. A small drill bit is then used to create a conical
recess for locating the screws in future (Photo.2). This allows
quick and accurate re-positioning of the jig each time it is used.
Once adjusted to a bandsaw table, there is never any need for
further adjustment when re-mounting to that particular table.

To remove the Centreprise from a bandsaw table, the lock-
ing thumbscrew at the front edge of the table is released and
the jig lifted clear. By not touching the back thumbscrew, the
adjustment and accurate alignment remains intact.
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Photo.2:  A conical recess should be drilled into the front and
back of the bandsaw table to locate the thumbscrews.
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To cut a circle using the Centreprise, first adjust the radius
by releasing the support arm locking screw, to allow the arm
to slide back and forth perpendicular to the blade. The support
arm houses the sharpened centre points, which determine the
radius of the circle. If the circle being cut is less than 300mm
in diameter, the inside centre point is wound up so that it pro-
trudes about 3 or 4mm, and the outer
centre point is wound down so that it
lies below the surface of the jig. If a larg-
er circle is required, the inner centre
point is wound down and the outer
brought up to contact the timber blank. 

The arm is adjusted so that the centre
point is located a distance equal to the
desired radius of the circle, away from
the outside cutting edge of the blade.
The locking screw on the arm is then
tightened to fix the centre point position
(Photo.3).

The timber blank should be prepared
roughly square, and about 10mm larger
than the desired finished circle. Mark
the centre along one edge of the blank
to provide an accurate starting point for
the cut. Place the blank on the support
arms, firmly against the blade so that the
marked centre is level with the gullet of
the blade and the straight edge of the
blank is in line with the line of cut. Press
down firmly with the right hand above
the centre point, and turn the machine
on. When the blade has powered up to speed, begin cutting by

continuing to exert firm downward pressure above the centre
point, and rotating the timber blank into the blade with your
left. 

The advantage of beginning with a square piece of timber
is that the left hand is able to firmly grasp and rotate the mate-
rial without any danger of coming in close proximity with the

blade. As with all bandsaw operations,
neither hand should ever exert pres-
sure on the timber directly in line with
the blade. 

While a 9mm blade will comfort-
ably cut circles of 65mm in diameter,
narrower blades will allow very small
diameters to be cut, as small as 40mm
diameter.

The Centreprise is easy to use, easy
to mount, and a real advantage when
high-speed cutting accurate circles for
woodturning, cabinetmaking and
other woodcrafts (especially the manu-
facture of wheels for toys). 

I found that after the initial set-up,
which takes a little time, the jig was
super simple to re-mount accurately.
The time spent setting-up, as detailed
in the instruction leaflet provided, is
rewarded with the smooth and precise
operation of the jig. 

The Centreprise will virtually last a
lifetime, and at a retail price of around

$165, it represents good value for money. For more information
contact Gregory Machinery, Tel: (07) 3844 4433. w

The centre points 
provided with the jig

guide the timber
throughout the cut.

The jig can help 
make circles from
40mm to 750mm.
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USER REPORT

When I was asked to ‘test’ the
Makita LS1212 for the maga-
zine, I was more than happy to,

as I had already been using one for about
six months! The saw has been an excel-
lent addition to my workshop.

It’s easy to see that Makita put a lot of
work into developing this saw. It has
many great features and is very efficient
to operate. 

The LS1212 has a 1650 watt motor
and takes a 305mm blade. Its little broth-
er — the LS1013 — has a 1430 watt
motor with a 255mm blade.

The cutting capacity of the LS1212 is
huge — 98mm x 310mm at 90° — and
can be increased to 120mm x 230mm by
placing a 34mm spacer against the
fence. My last drop saw cut a maximum
of 50mm thick, so it was easy to notice
the difference in capacity. I still have the
old saw for use in my furniture making
classes, but all the students seem to go
straight for the Makita, and will only use
the old saw when they can’t get on the
Makita fast enough.

I have my Makita saw set up a bit dif-

ferently than carpenters would. Whereas
they would probably be moving their
saws from room to room throughout a
house, mine is screwed to a wall mount-
ed bench which supports an extension
table each side, and it hasn’t been shift-
ed since I first got it (Photo.1). 

The LS1212 has a large base which
supports the timber well even without
the extension tables, and also makes it
quite stable when the slide arm is fully
extended.

The Makita compound slide saws are
the only saws that incorporate the slide
arms underneath the base. This setup is
unique to Makita and is claimed to make
them more stable, as the centre of gravi-
ty is lower down on the machine. These
slides run through linear bearings at the
front and rear of the arms, giving a
smooth cutting action. All other brands
of compound saw have overhead slide
arms. 

The Makita drop saw is gear driven,
rather than belt driven like competitive
brands. Belts can result in a loss of
torque, a problem that won’t arise with
the LS1212. I have been impressed with
the amount of power and cutting speed,
even when cutting thicker pieces of tim-
ber.

Another good feature of the LS1212 is
the soft start. When you press the switch,
you don’t get jolted by the sudden pow-
ering up of the saw. 

The blade spins at 3000rpm and with
the constant speed control function, the
blade does not seem to lose power.
Makita have reduced the speed of this

Photo.2: The saw set up to cut a doubly inclined angle.
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Photo.1: The LS1212 set up in my work-
shop.

Makita Compound
Slide Saw 
Model LS1212
by Neil Scobie



saw from the previous model’s 3800rpm
— I believe to reduce the noise. I find the
new cutting speed is excellent, and the
noise levels are much less than earlier
models.

The fence on the LS1212 is in one
piece, with a flip over auxiliary fence
that supports the timber closer to the line
of cut. This auxiliary fence needs to be
swung up out of the way when you lay
the saw blade over to the left hand side.
The support provided by the fence is
very good, eliminating any need to add
long fences to the support tables I built
on either side of the saw (Photo.1).

The angle cutting capabilities of the
LS1212 are excellent. With the blade
vertical, it can be swung to cut 47° to the
left and 60° to the right. Positive stop
locks are located at 15°, 22.5°, 30° and
90°, or you can select any angle you like
and lock the saw
by twisting the
handle clockwise.
The locking mech-
anism is quite
clever — you can
lock the angle, set
the quick stops,
and lock the slide
all from the one
place and with

one hand.
When you need to cut doubly

inclined angles, you can tilt the saw
blade from vertical to 45° either left or
right (Photo.2). The angle indicators at
the back of the slide arm casing are easi-
er to set and read. My last drop saw only
tilted to the left, and I find having a saw
that tilts both ways is an enormous
advantage. 

The Makita LS1212 also has another
great feature, a depth stop which can be
set to cut trenches and housings. I have
used this on numerous occasions when
making cross halving joints. It’s quick to
set up, although you will need to place a
packer about 50mm wide between the
fence and your work piece, to allow the
saw to slide far enough in to fully cut the
inside of the housing (Photo.3).

After having this saw for about six
months, we have given it a good work
out on numerous applications. The
twelve students in my furniture making
classes and my assistant have all put it
through its paces. They are all impressed
and, of course, they all want one for
themselves! 

I have found the Makita LS1212 and
the LS1013 to be excellent saws, versa-
tile and robust, and machines that I’m
sure will last for a very long time.
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Photo.3: The saw set up to cut a housing.

Photo.4: Close up of the depth stop.
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Leaving the natural edge on timber is becoming quite the
trend in wood turning and power carving work. It adds
striking contrast and visual appeal to a piece, helping it

stand out from the crowd. While some burls and slabs with
natural edges intact are sold without the bark, there are often
traces still attached that need to be removed.

Usually it’s prudent to leave the bark intact at least until
the piece is in the workshop, so it can protect the very surface
— the natural edge — you are trying to use as a feature. This
is often the case with burls that have a thick outer bark pro-
tecting a spiky surface beneath. If the burls are thrown togeth-
er for transit, the bark will prevent them from damaging each
other.

Once the piece is in the workshop, the problem of remov-
ing the bark can be quite a battle. Woodturners and carvers
employ various techniques to remove the often stubborn
bark. Prying the bark off with a screwdriver can be very time
consuming and may damage the underlying surface.

Perhaps the most effective and most widely used method
is a high-pressure water cleaner or blaster. A blast of water
has been proven to be capable of getting under the bark and
lifting it off without damaging the underlying surface
(Photo.2).

There’s a proliferation of high pressure water cleaners (or
water blasters, as they are commonly known) on the market,
and while most are effective at cleaning masonry around the
home, there are particular requirements when it comes to
removing bark. This is especially true for our native hard-
wood burls, which are commonly used in woodturning and
power carving.

What size unit is required?
When deciding on what size unit to buy or hire, I found it

difficult to get reliable information from suppliers, simply
because they had never encountered a request for this type of
use. While most dealers could tell me about cleaning con-
crete driveways and so forth, very few even knew about — or
had experience with — the particular task of removing bark.
I wasn’t surprised, as it’s quite a specialised application.

Like most power tools, you get what you pay for, and
when looking at water blasters this statement is particularly
true. In recent years, a vast array of smaller units have been
introduced to the domestic market. Most of the larger hard-
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ware stores now sell at least 2-3 different
sizes. However the biggest limitation of
the smaller units is that they generally
are single phase (240Volt), and hence
have an absolute maximum limit on the
motor size of between 2.5-3hp.

The commercial units used for clean-
ing brickwork and plant are either 3-

phase electric (415V), or petrol motor
driven, typically 5hp upwards.

While some suppliers have demon-
stration days to showcase the latest
water blasters, it can be another thing to
turn up with a piece of wood and expect
them to spread pieces of bark and water
over everything in a 5-10 metre radius,
just to demonstrate how a particular unit
works.

So, therein lies the dilemma — you
are hardly going to spend hundreds or
even thousands of dollars on a unit with-
out seeing it perform a particular task. 

By far the easiest way to gather more
information is to find someone in your
local woodworking club who has had
experience with water blasting wood,
and ask them to see how effective their
unit works. Be sure to make a careful
note of the following specifications; the
size of unit — ie: motor size in hp or kW
(1hp = 746watts), pressure setting used
(psi or kPa), water output rating (Lpm or
Gpm), and the nozzle type used. These
are the critical settings that, aside from
technique, will determine the effective-
ness of the unit.

General findings
To gain a complete understanding of

the different ratings of various units and
their features, you should talk to a num-

Photo.2: The left side of this Coolibah
burl has been water blasted, and is
showing the exposed surface of the
wood underneath.
There is still bark
remaining on the
right side of the
burl.
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Photo.3: The ‘turbo’ nozzle at left and ‘standard’ nozzle at
right. Note the two flat plates, either side of the centre jet on
the standard nozzle. these are adjusted to create a fan spray.
However, for removing bark, the water is used directly from

the centre jet of the nozzle.
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ber of specialist suppliers and see what
they have. Simplifying for the purposes
of this article, water blasters are general-
ly rated by two main characteristics;
maximum working pressure (which may
be listed as effective working pressure —
such as in the case of a turbo nozzle),
and the water output (generally in litres
or gallons per minute). 

Initially, I was of the belief that the
higher the pressure the greater the effect
on the wood and bark removal. How-
ever, to my surprise, I found a different
story when trialling various units at a
local supplier. Yes, I did manage to find
one who was willing to test various units
on a piece of burl. After trialling different
size units, (all were 240V power) he
explained that the larger (motor size)
unit delivered a higher volume of water
at a lower pressure than the smaller
‘domestic’ unit (the smaller unit was also
trialled with a turbo head). The larger
unit worked well at removing the bark,
while the smaller unit did nothing but
rough up the surface. 

From these limited trials and experi-
ence with other units, I have come to the
following conclusions which may serve
as a general guide. The blaster should
deliver at least 11-13 Lpm at approxi-
mately 1500psi. Generally a unit this
size would be powered by a 2-3HP sin-
gle-phase (240V) motor, or equivalent
capacity petrol motor. Note that it’s the
Litres per minute rating (and related
horse power rating) that appears to have
the most effect. 

This is not to say that on some species
of timber a smaller unit won’t remove
the bark. However, even with the larger
single-phase (240V) unit, the process
can be slow and somewhat tedious. A
small 300mm dia, hardwood burl may
take 15 minutes of continuous work to
remove every trace of bark. 

Nozzles
Another important and even crucial

factor that determines the unit’s effec-
tiveness and capacity for work is the
type of nozzle fitted. While there are
various types available, the type I have
found suitable for removing bark is a fine
or ‘needle’ jet. When using an adjust-
able-type nozzle (Photo.3), it’s simply a
case of turning from the fan position to a
fine point for removing bark. Some
water blasters may only be supplied with
a fixed fan nozzle, and will therefore be
unsuitable for this type of work. 

A wide range of nozzles are avail-
able. One type that is becoming in-
creasingly popular is the turbo nozzle
(Photo.3). With this nozzle, a fine jet of
water is moved in either an up and down
motion, or around, to produce a ring
effect. In this way the fine needle jet of

water is still in effect, but it covers a larg-
er area, and therefore should produce a
more even surface finish. The turbo noz-
zles are often rated at a higher effective
working pressure, but this may not nec-
essarily mean they work any better at
removing bark when compared to a fine
point.

Things to consider
As mentioned, an electric unit capa-

ble of serious work will be at the limit of
single-phase capacity. A motor of 2-3hp
may even need to be plugged into a
15amp outlet.

Generally, water blasters are fitted
with approximately 8-10 metres of high
pressure hose, so there is a tendency to
use the unit out in the open, often a par-
ticular area in the yard that is away from
the power outlet and water supply tap. If
this is the case, you should ensure that
any extension lead (if required) is of ade-
quate current carrying capacity (ie:
15amp caravan/builders lead), and not
excessive in length. Perhaps a better
option is to keep the unit close to the
power outlet, and use a longer inlet
water hose if required.

It’s worthwhile to inspect the power
lead and plug at regular intervals for
overheating, particularly when using the
water blaster for lengthy periods of time.

Petrol and second-hand options
One option not mentioned thus far is

the use of a petrol driven unit (these are
generally larger in capacity and are
available for hire). However, while these
units are more powerful, the neighbours
may not appreciate the noise and ex-
haust fumes, particularly if used for
extended periods.

When I investigated what units were
available on the market, I also enquired
about the possibility of second hand
ones. Most responses suggested that very
few units become available and if they
do, invariably the pumps need replacing
at the very least. As the pump has many
moving parts and is in contact with
water, their longevity is often related to
their build quality. 

Safety gear
High-pressure water can be a useful

tool. It is used in industry to cut all types
of material. Like conventional cutting
blades, high-pressure water doesn’t dif-
ferentiate between the work piece and
human flesh. Therefore, appropriate per-
sonal safety equipment and safe working
practices are a must (Photo.1). While
some advertisements for water blasters
show scantily clad people cleaning
paths and masonry, correct protective
apparel must be worn at all times. 

When using a fine jet of water at

close proximity to the work surface, the
rebounding water can go in every direc-
tion, particularly when rebounding off
the irregular surface of a burl. Apart from
the risk of personal injury, you will soon
get very wet and covered in fragments of
bark, and whatever else is in the bark (ie.
insects, fungal spores, etc). 

It goes without saying that users
should carefully read the manufacturer’s
instructions before using a water blaster.
Above all, avoid the temptation to clean
yourself down after the job is done, as
you may be accustomed to doing with a
conventional low-pressure garden hose.

As with most woodworking chores,
effective holding of the workpiece is
important. I have found my Triton Super-
jaws to be ideal for this. It provides a sta-
ble, strong platform/vice, and it’s gener-
ally impervious to the jet of water that
would otherwise damage the wooden
jaws of a normal woodworking vice.  

Conclusion
It can be appealing to use natural

edge burl pieces for your turning or
power carving, but to achieve a flawless,
bark-free finish requires more research,
cost, effort and safety consciousness
than many people realise. However,
exposing the unusual underlying surface
can be worth the effort.

If the idea of water blasting sounds
interesting but you are daunted by the
thought of the equipment required, or
unsure about your ability or the correct
equipment to use, seek expert advice.

An alternative option to investing in
the equipment yourself is to contact your
local brick cleaning contractor, and see
if they are interested in the job. However
it may take some explaining!

Glenn Roberts is a hobby 
woodturner who works often 
with burls. The cover photograph
of this issue shows Glenn sitting on
a pile of Bloodwood burls, holding
a turning which recently won 
‘Best Eucalypt’ at the recent
National Woodturning Exhibition
in Victoria. It was turned from sim-
ilar eucalypt burls. 

This information is offered as a general
guide to some aspects of bark removal. 

Further consultation with specialist 
tool merchants will help determine
appropriate equipment and safety

procedures.
What has worked for one person 

cannot be relied upon as a safe solution
for others, without proper technique

and safe work practices.
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The people of Canberra and sur-
rounds turned out in force to see
what has enthralled audiences in

Perth, Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne
for the past decade, at the Timber and
Working with Wood Shows organised
by dmg world media.

The ACT Woodcraft Guild displayed
the diversity of their Special Interest
Groups (SIGs), with a wonderful exhibit
of varied woodcrafts. Bruce Lemin’s
Harp in Macassar Ebony was spectacu-
lar (Photo.1), as was a hand made Panel
Raising Plane in Rock Maple by Terry
O’Loughlin (Photo.2). A Scroll Saw
Clock, a group effort by the Scroll Saw
SIG, was also well received.

Bungendore Wood Works Gallery
showed some of the pieces for which
they are now famous,
none more spectacu-
lar than Lindsay
Dunn’s Lattice Bowl
(Photo.3).

Embrace, a sculp-
ture by Guy De Tot,
featured a remarkable
piece of Australian
Gidgee, with colours
ranging from a light
cream through to

black, and some rare Fiddleback grain. 
Salvage timber suppliers travelled

from the North Coast and Western
Australia to join the locals with an out-
standing display of Australian species.
Visitors were treated to some huge slabs
in Red Cedar, as well as a great selection
of Jarrah. Trend Timber from Mulgrave
(near Windsor, NSW) made a massive
effort to transport a major exhibition of
cabinet and woodturning species, which
provided a unique opportunity for Can-
berra wood buffs to acquire a range of
top quality timbers.

The Canberra heat of the Triton Toy
Competition attracted some beautiful
toys. A Five-piece Train by B. Gatfield
won first prize (Photo.4), and a Rocking
Horse by J Marshall came in second
place. Third prize was won by another
Rocking Horse, this one by S Porritt,
which earned him a Triton Circular Saw
from sponsor Mitre 10.

The finalist of the Triton Toy
Competition, to be held at the Mel-
bourne Timber and Working with Wood
Show October 18-21, will be an-
nounced in the January/February edi-
tion.
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Last year I was asked by Bruce Bell —
a professional woodturner who lives
and works in Withcott, at the foot of

the Toowoomba Range — if I would like
to go with him to collect some burls out
near Longreach and Boulia. Being a
member of the International Wood
Collector’s Society (IWCS), I thought this
would be a good chance to add to my
timber collection. 

We decided to go up through Injune
to Emerald, and then west to Longreach,
stopping to look at interesting trees
along the way, and — if possible — to
obtain some good photos for our pro-
posed IWCS book, aimed at helping our
members identify trees.

Our timing had to suit our hosts’ farm
schedules (where we were staying for
the duration of the trip), and also those
of Tim Skilton and his son Luke. Tim is
also a professional woodturner, and a
mate of Bruce’s from Adelaide. He was
to join up with us on the hunt for some
timber to take home to South Australia.
We settled on a date and arranged to
meet Tim and his son at Longreach.

We got off at 7:30am on a Thursday
morning. Our first stop was Possum
Park, an old RAAF ordnance depot that’s
had the underground bomb shelters con-
verted to overnight accommodation
units. We then headed west to Roma
and north to Injune, where we called on

the owners of the Womblebank Sawmill
(four brothers — Graham, Trevor, Ian
and Barry Hornick). The mill cuts White
Cypress, and is supplying overseas mar-
kets with timber dimensioned for use as
the bottom plates in timber framed home
construction.

At the mill we saw some very large
White Cypress logs which had been put
aside because they were too large for the
saws, which take a maximum 600mm
diameter log. All logs entering the mill
are costed according to their weight,
with trucks crossing a weighbridge on

their way in and on the way out. This
saves a lot of work measuring girth and
length to work out volumes.

Here, much to our surprise, we
received our first timber samples —
pieces of Grey Box and Bird’s Eye White
Cypress, which is relatively rare. We
thanked the owners and headed off to-
wards Walleroo, at the top of the Car-
narvon Range (Photo.1), where we cam-
ped for the night.

After a hearty breakfast, we descend-
ed the Carnarvon Range and soon made
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our first stop at the Mooleamba vine tree scrub. 
Here we identified some Wilga and an Ooline (Cadellia

pentastylis) tree, from which a large branch had broken. We
also saw a large bottle tree which had footholds cut into its side
by aboriginals (Photo.2). Travelling on, we stopped occasion-
ally to take some photos, especially when we saw an Emu
Apple (Owenia acidula) covered with its small red fruit
(Photo.3). There were probably about twenty trees at this spot,
but only two had fruit on them.

Travelling on towards Springsure, we saw several Red
Bauhinia (Lysiphyllum carronii) trees in flower, and towards
Emerald we came across several kilometres of Gundabluie
(Acacia victoriae) in flower.  

Arriving at the property of our hosts, Alan and Lyndal, we
were just in time to see the start of the Olympic games on TV,
and we all had late tea together. The next morning, after sharp-
ening and refuelling the chainsaws, we headed off to cut some
Coolibah burl in a creek about 10km from the house. There
was a good breeze blowing, so working away on the trees was
quite pleasant, until one of the chainsaws decided to call it
quits and suddenly stopped. It was the largest and also the old-
est of the saws Bruce had brought along, so we had to resort to
using one with a shorter bar. 

Over lunch, our host told us there was a patch of wild lime
(Eremocitrus glauca) on the edge of a landing strip, and he was
happy if we cleared some away. Heading off again after 3pm
(to avoid the heat of the midday sun), we soon found the lime
and obtained samples. 

After breakfast on the Sunday I went on the water run with
Lyndal. Every two or three days, the windmills, bores and tanks
are checked to see if they are working. The first tank was ok,
but when we reach the next one we found that the pump rod
on the windmill had broken. This meant another repair job for
Alan, as the sheep can only go for about four days without
water, depending on the temperature. We saw plenty of trees
on our way around — Boree, Whitewood, Coolibah, Gidgee,
Leopardwood and Mesquite were the ones that I could identify
easily. Plenty of kangaroos and pigs around too. 

That same day after morning tea, Bruce and I started to cut
our burls into blocks and rounds, waxing them all over to try
and stop the cracking. On hot days, the timber will dry and
crack in just a few hours. We stacked the timber in a shed, so
that we could collect it on our way home, after we’d been to
Boulia.

Tim Skilton and his son Luke arrived around 1pm Monday,
and together we decided to head off to Boulia the next day.
After arriving at our destination, we settled into the breezeway
between the shearer’s quarters, had a shower and some tea and
headed to bed. Our hosts on this property were Vida and Reg,
along with their son Sam.

Next morning we were up early for breakfast, discussing
how and where we could find the timber we needed. Sam had
a satellite map of the property and showed us where a loader
had been working, opening up creek crossings and making a
couple of dams. Costs for this operation are $100 hour, plus the
owners of the property have to supply the operator’s fuel at
1200ltrs for 30 hours work. 

We’d been given a twin cab Rodeo to use while we were
there, so we loaded the saws, fuel and other things we thought
we’d need. We eventually found where the loader had been,
but the first couple of trees were unsuitable — hollow. Next,
we found a fairly large Gidgee, and it was ringed quite a ways
up the trunk. After a couple of cuts, we found that it was solid,
and set about removing the best parts.

Some other trees were fairly close by, and soon we had a
trailer load plus some in the ute. Bruce then took us on a tour

Photo.2: Bottle tree with native footholds.

Photo.3: Emu Apple fruit — a good crop.
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of the property, and eventually we came
upon two Waddy trees (Acacia peuce)
on a stony ridge (Photo.4). There were
no other trees anywhere near these, and
I’ve been told by Col Ward (another
IWCS member who’d been there previ-
ously), that they appear no bigger today
than they were in 1910. Evidently, these
are the only two trees of this species on

that property.
Eventually we headed back to

the homestead and unloaded our
timber, ready to saw up when it
was cooler. 

The next morning Tim and Luke
decided to stay, and cut and wax the
timber, so Bruce and I headed off in a
different direction to see what we could
find. On the previous day we had seen
Gidgee (Acacia cambagei), Broom Bush
(Apophyllum anomalum), Conkerberry
(Carissa lanceolata) Currant Bush
(Carissa ovata), Mulga (Acacia aneura),
Coolibah (Eucalyptus microtheca),
Ghost Gum (Eucalyptus papuana),

White Bauhinia (Lysiphyllum spp) and
River Red Gum (Eucalyptus camaldulen-
sis). Continuing to collected timber sam-
ples, we crossed some open country
where we timed kangaroos at 55kph.
We did this a few times during the day,
confirming what appears to be their
cruising speed in fairly open country.

Following the northern fence, we saw
some Desert Plovers, Spinifex Pigeons,
Zebra Finches and Budgerigars. We col-
lected more timber from trees that had
been pushed over, and then headed
home to cut it up. Bruce then contacted
the owner of a property where there was
some Waddy tree, and he said we could
get some the next day.

Photo.4: The Waddy tree sentinels.

Photo.5: Late afternoon on the Dajarra/Mt Isa road.
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The first tree we came across was hol-
low, and full of geckos with their eggs.
Couldn’t salvage much out of that one,
so we looked for something better. Most
of the mature trees in the area were in
flower, with many having a fairly large
numbers of seed pods on them. Doing
the right thing, I took some seeds from
the tree we had cut and put them into
the sandy soil. To me it was somewhat
strange that in this area, there were very
few other species growing with the Aca-
cia peuce. 

Bruce was off to Mt Isa the
next day to deliver a client’s
lathe. We had a quiet bet that he
couldn’t go the day without cut-
ting some wood, and sure
enough — when he arrived back
— he had some Snappy Gum
(Eucalyptus leucophloia) in the
boot. While Bruce was away at
the Isa, we cut up and waxed
all the remaining timber, and
packed up the vehicles and
trailers, ready for the trip
home.

Monday morning we bid
our hosts and friends good-
bye, and headed home.
Taking it fairly easy, we
arrived in Longreach about
4.30pm, where we left a
crate of timber at the trans-
port depot for shipment back

to Toowoomba. After camping out
for the night, we arrived back at Alan
and Lyndal’s place to collect the tim-
ber we had left there. We were on the
road by 10.30am again, for the last
leg of the trip. There was no time to
collect any more samples, but we did
notice that the Leopardwood trees
were coming into flower. We arrived
in Toowoomba at around 7.45pm —
tired and glad to be home.

If you ever get the chance to go on
a trip like this — even though at times
it is hard work — it is great to see the
trees in their natural habitat, espe-

cially when so many of them are in
flower. It also gives some amazing
insight into what can be found in this
great land of ours.
Editor’s note: Photos.5-7 show a few
more of the sights and trees encoun-
tered on this trip.

Photo.7: Ghost Gum near Mt. Isa.

Photo.6: Coolibah in a dry creek bed.
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Bruce is already well known to
many readers of this magazine,
having been a demonstrator and

exhibitor at many Timber & Working
with Wood shows over the past few
years.

Bruce started turning in the mid-
eighties after leaving his full time job
as a Building Supervisor with the Com-
monwealth Government. He quickly
found that every day spent at the lathe
created a new challenge, which he
thrived on. In the early days, he admits
he basically was flying by the seat of
his pants — he’d try something and see
what the reaction was from his friends
and associates.

In the early nineties, responding to
a demand for woodturning classes in
the more remote regional centres
across Queensland, he set up a mobile
woodturning workshop and travelling
woodturning school, which he ran for
seven years. The unit was 11 metres
long and had enough gear for seven
students.

From ‘93 onward Bruce’s work was
being purchased by local and state
governments, as gifts for visiting digni-
taries. His production work was also
selling in galleries throughout
Australia.

The many highlights of his career
include invitations to the Emma Lake
collaborations (Canada), in both 1998
and 2000. At these events, a wide
range of craftspeople and artists from
around the world gather for several
frantic days of collaborative work, after
which all the finished pieces are auc-
tioned off to support the following
year’s event. 

His work has been selected for
exhibition in the Craft Council of the
Northern Territory Alice Springs annu-
al craft awards, both in 1999 and
2001. Craft Australia exhibited his
work at the Munich Craft Fair in 1999
and 2001, as well as at David Jones
(Sydney) in 1999, and at the San
Francisco International Gift Fair in
2000. 

Sandal Box Hollow Form 200mm dia. x
300mm tall.



His production pieces have been
selected for sale at National Geo-
graphic retail outlets, and he has
numerous other international demon-
strations and presentations to his cred-
it.

He uses mainly native timbers from
the Outback. These include Gidgee,
Mulga, Budgeroo and Coolibah burl.
Burls of any type and Flame Sheoak are
his favourite timbers to turn. 

Bruce enjoys making pieces which
are functional and have good form. In
his design, he tries to create shapes that
allow the natural characteristics of the
timber to appear at their best. 

He uses about five basic tools for
the majority of his work: the P&N spin-
dle gouge, Supa gouge, skew, detail
gouge and roughing gouge. His lathe is
a custom made unit with 2.4metres
between centres and has a swing over
the bed of 500mm. This allows him to
produce just about anything as a full
time production turner, making pieces
that are economical and competitively
priced.

Bruce’s advice to any beginner is
not to be intimidated by any perceived
limitations in the quality of their equip-
ment or strength of their imagination. 

‘Try to make pieces that are appeal-

ing as well as functional, and don’t for-
get to price your work at a reasonable
rate, to reflect the effort you put into it.
Experiment with techniques and de-
signs, and spend as much time finish-
ing your work as you do turning it.
Understanding the material you are
working with is the most important
aspect of turning.

Turning is a bit like gem cutting;
you don’t know what you’ll get until
you start turning away the outside.
With great native timbers to work with
and using simple forms, we can’t do
much more than stand back and enjoy
the thrill of making the chips fly!’

Coolibah Burl Bowl.

Outback
Queensland is
full of surprises.

Another one of our
readers and contribu-
tors, Keith Hudson,
recently sent us these
photos of the Tarzalli
Mill, located on the
Atherton Tablelands.

The photo at right
shows some Queens-
land Maple Silkwood
logs soon to be milled.
Some were destined for
export to Japan. The
logs had been trucked
up from down the coast. 

It is said to be one of
the few large mills left
on the Atherton Table-
lands.
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Flame Sheoak Bowl. 200mm dia x 75mm tall.

Tablelands Mill

A shipment of Queensland Silky Oak logs, ready for milling. w

w



Mik International
www.mik.com.au
504 Glynburn Rd Burnside 5066
Ph: (08) 8333 2977 Fax: (08) 8364 1685

TREND ROUTASKETCH + FREE CUTTER

New! Easier hollowing with a big ¾" flat surface
to lay on the rest. Interchangeable hollow-
ing/finishing cutters, instructions. 

$97.50

New! Sands and polishes your work while on
the lathe. Avoids hand-sanding marks.
Converts to a buffer when fitted with the
optional mop. 60, 120, 180, 240 and 400 grit
discs, instructions. $75

ROBERT SORBY HOLLOWMASTER ROBERT SORBY SHARPENING KIT#470

ROBERT SORBY SANDMASTER

THE AMAZING STEBCENTRE!

LIE-NIELSEN 102 & 103 BLOCK PLANES

HEGNER MULTICUT 1 SCROLLSAW

Use with your lathe to produce razor sharp
edges on turning and carving tools! Sanding
discs, leather disc, ultra-fine honing compound,
mounting hardware, instructions. $76

Another nifty new
router accessory.
Copy any picture,
pattern or words
to flat wood using
this jig. Includes a
suitable cutter
FREE!   $149

"I received my low
angle plane today
and I have to say
that I never knew
what a plane was

capable of doing before I held a Lie-Nielsen
plane in my hand. Although I am a good
woodworker, I now have the confidence that
my work will greatly improve. "    
E.R., Lie-Nielsen customer.  $230

Save yourself
time, money and
heartache by
investing in a
Hegner FIRST. It
will last and it
will work.
Special
$695

Brilliant drive-centre for all spindle turners!
Easier turning for beginners (reduces dig-
ins).  Experienced turners get fast
loading/unloading, can inspect stationary
work, do reverse sanding, all with lathe
motor running! Instructions. Special. $99

www.mik.com.au

Unbelievable!Unbelievable!
The new breed of Austrian machines with unmistakeable design, 

unique stability, outstanding accuracy and exceptional value for money.

COMBINATION MACHINES · SPINDLE-SHAPERS · PLANER THICKNESSER · SLIDING TABLE SAWS · BAND SAWS

m
ad

e in AUSTR
IA

1 300 361 608
Sydney Melbourne

Brisbane Perth
Fax (03) 9800-1706

e-mail: felder@mira.net
Fax: (03) 9800-1706

FELDER Machinery

W o o d w o r k i n g

Combination Machine
✔ Jointing/Planing width 12”
✔ 3 motors 4 HP
✔ Sawblade tiltable 90º–45º
✔ Spindle 3 speeds or high speed router shaft
✔ Professional sliding table 31” (49”/78”)
✔ Massive cast iron tables and 

rock solid construction

Sliding Table Saw
✔ 12’’ saw with 4’’ cut

✔ Professional sliding table

48’’ (78’’/9 ft)

✔ Rock solid construction 
✔ scoring availablePlaner/Thicknesser

✔ Planing/thicknessing width 12”
✔ Motor 3 HP (4 HP)
✔ Massive cast iron tables

and rock solid construction

$ 10,330,–

$ 6,990,– !
C3-31 ‘Export’ 240 V

LIMITED TIME
Conditions apply

Call now for free Information:

✆ 1300 361 608
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An exhibition of
Fine Furniture 

by the graduating students of the 
Forest Heritage Centre School of Wood,

Dwellingup WA. 
Ground Floor Foyer, QV1, St Georges Terrace,

Perth, December 11-21, 2001
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Hall Table by Michael Thomson

Screen by Ruth Jergens

Chair by Adyn Kelly 

Soccer Table by David Leonard

Modulox by Michael Thomson



The Forest Heritage Centre is a unique interpre-
tive centre located in Dwellingup’s Jarrah for-
est. Built in 1995 in the shape of a giant Jarrah

bough, the centre incorporates a fine furniture
gallery, educational displays on the ecology and
management of native forests, a treetop walk, and the
School of Wood.

Twenty students are enrolled in the two year
diploma course, which encompasses both the design
and construction of fine furniture, enhanced by study
units in business, marketing and materials technolo-
gy. Currently the ten second-year students are com-
bining their new skills to design, produce and market
a range of fine furniture and corporate gift products.

Each piece represents an intensive
value adding process, using tech-
niques learnt that reflect an appreci-
ation and respect for our unique
timber resources. The students’
efforts will culminate in an exhibi-
tion entitled MORPHOLOGY.

This annual exhibition will again be held in the
ground-floor foyer of QV1, St Georges Terrace,
Perth. The honourable Dr Geoff Gallop will officially
open MORPHOLOGY on Monday, December 10th,
2001. It will then be open to the public, free of
charge, from December 11 to 21.

On Monday 17 there will be an industry evening,
which will provide the opportunity for interior
designers and retailers to talk personally with the
makers.

The exhibition will feature around forty pieces,
primarily timber furniture, ranging in design from tra-
ditional to contemporary art pieces. The pieces
reflect the great diversity that exists amongst the ten
artisans, male and female, displaying their work.

The Dwellingup School of Wood is proving once
again that it is the premier furniture making institu-
tion in Western Australia. At the recent WA Wood
Show’s ‘Out of the Woods’ furniture competition,
two students took first prize in three categories. 

If you would like more information on the School
of Wood and the exhibition MORPHOLOGY, don’t
hesitate to contact the Forest Heritage Centre, Acacia
St., Dwellingup, Western Australia 6213, Tel: (08)
9538 1395, Fax: (08) 9538 1352, Email: morpholo-
gy@softhome.net, or visit the MORPHOLOGY web-
site: www.morphology.8m.net
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Easel by Pajda Perina

Table by Justin Ryan and Brian Schwabenbauer

Chair by Daniel Bodkin

Detail of Toolbox by Paul Holland



No one knows more about the preparation, the treatment and then the care of timber than the people who do it for a 
living: cabinet makers, carpenters, flooring specialists - timber care professionals. Which is why the Feast Watson range 
of products (more than 60 of them in total) is used by more professionals than any other brand. Take a look around any 
serious renovation or restoration job. More often than not, those experienced hands reach for the distinctive Feast Watson
can. Why? Quality, quality, quality. With Feast Watson, that’s all there is to it. For more 
information about any Feast Watson product, please call our advice line Toll Free: 1800 252 502.

FEASTWATSON
PROFESSIONAL QUALITY,  SINCE 1922.

FeastWatson. 
As used byall the old hands.

FeastWatson. 
As used byall the old hands.
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Ihave not attempted to make this chair
in the same sophisticated style as a
Tony Kenway or a Sam Maloof rocker

since I believe this might be too ambi-
tious for some readers. If, however, you
have a reasonable grasp of the funda-
mentals of woodworking, a fair amount
of patience and at least adequate tools,
you should be able to produce a cred-
itable example of the design shown on
these pages. I have endeavoured to keep
the processes of jointing and shaping
simple enough for them to be achieved
without specialised skills or very expen-
sive machinery. Even so, it would be
unwise to underestimate the amount of
work involved in this project. Nor, I must
add, should you underestimate the
rewards from its successful completion.
Few items of furniture are so widely
acclaimed and so much sought after as
the rocking chair.

This design is essentially a hybrid —
drawing elements from both the Dining
Chair and the Office Chair in the Scobie
Collection. In terms of size, an occupant
will generally find that the back of the
rocking chair comes up to a little above
shoulder height and the width of the seat
will accommodate most people.

I chose Blackwood for the chair be-
cause of its strength and colour, but any
well-seasoned, straight-grained and reas-
onably dense timber should be suitable. 

As construction proceeds, you will
find it necessary to make several tem-
plates — back leg, front leg (both side
and front shapes), arm rest and top back
rest. (The top back rest rail template can
also be used for the bottom back rail.)
These may be prepared from the draw-
ings given in this text, though you will
find it necessary to adjust the various
curves by eye since the differential be-
tween the size of the drawings and the
size of the project is unusually large and
therefore the limitations of magazine
illustrations are felt more keenly.

Alternatively, you may wish to invest
in a set of plans when they become avail-
able. (See comment under the drawings
on the next page.)

The templates could be made from
either 16mm MDF or, better still, HDF
(High Density Fibreboard) if you can
obtain it. My templates were all made
from 10mm thick HDF. You will also

need to make two laminating jigs, one for
the rockers and one for the slats, but
more about those later.

Making the back legs
Trace the shape of the template onto

the timber, avoiding any short or cross
grain, as these areas would weaken the
legs. Bandsaw about 1mm outside the
line, then screw the template to the
inside of the leg. The top and bottom
screws are inserted into the waste section
of the leg and removed later. The middle
screw goes into the inside of the leg
where the bottom back rail is to be at-
tached. Use a flush trim router bit in a
router table to trim back to the template
shape. While the leg is still attached to
the template, mark off where the side rail
mortice will be routed.

To rout the mortice, clamp a piece of
150mm x 45mm (or wider) timber verti-
cally in a vice, then clamp the leg to the
piece of wood so that the flat section of
the leg (where the mortice is to placed) is
level with the top of the 45mm wide
piece of timber. This will help keep the
router upright while routing (Photo.2).
The mortice should be 12mm wide and
30mm deep. Rounding over of the legs is
best left until all joint work is complete.

The Side Rails
Machine the rails to size, keeping the

edges parallel at this stage. The curved
section on the bottom can be shaped
after the housing is routed. Mark out the
position of the tenon where the rail meets
the back leg after cutting both ends of the
rail at 10° (Fig.1). 

To rout the tenon, I used an adjustable
tenoning jig (The Australian Woodwork-
er: Issue #88); the tenon is perpendicular
to the end of the rail making it 10° offset
to the face of the rail. Round the ends of
the tenons to suit the mortices.

The housing joints for the front legs
should be marked (Fig.2), then routed
10mm deep. This can be done by clamp-
ing two pieces of wood (to run the router
against) across the rail at 83°, or by using
an adjustable housing jig (Photo.3).  The
front legs are 45mm square so the hous-
ings are made 45mm wide x 10mm
deep, at 83° to the top of the rail. After
the housing is routed, cut and flush trim
the curved section on the bottom edge of
the rail.

Front Legs
Machine the legs to 45mm x 45mm,

leaving them a little long at this stage.
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Photo.1: The finished Rocking Chair

Making a
Rocking Chair
by Neil Scobie



Addition to The Scobie Collection
A Plan for the The Rocking Chair is currently being

prepared for addition to The Scobie Collection. It is
expected to be available in December, 2001. While
the Plan is not essential for completing the project, it
contains full-size drawings for a number of templates
which make construction substantially easier and
faster and significantly reduce the opportunity for
error.
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While you are set up to cut hous-
ings, mark out and rout the housing
10mm deep on the inside of the
legs. Having checked the fit, drill
the holes on the inside of the side
rails and countersink them. (Gluing
and screwing ensures a secure
joint.) Now cut the top and bottom
of the legs to the 83° angle and
length, leaving an extra 20mm on
the bottom, in case — when you
laminate the Rockers — some
spring back occurs. This extra
length can be removed after trial fit-
ting to the Rockers.  

To shape the front leg, trace the
front view template, then bandsaw
and trim back to the line with a
spokeshave and disc sander. Repeat
this process for the side view shape.
Rounding over can be completed
after the holes are drilled for the
rocker and arm attachment. 

Making the Rockers
You may be able to get away

with using solid timber for the rock-
ers, as long as you do not have any
short grain running across them, but
I believe it is better to laminate
them to insure against breakage
under load. I used six strips, each
6mm thick, to form each rocker.
Select only straight grained timber
about 40mm thick and 140mm
wide by at least 1200mm long, then
joint one face and edge straight.
Mark the top of the wide face to in-

dicate the order in
which the strips are
sawn off — a "V"
across the whole face
will do this. Using a
circular saw, cut 12
strips, 8mm thick,
then thickness 1mm
off each side to finish
6mm thick. If your
saw is sharp and well
set up you may be
able to laminate
straight off the sawn
faces.

To make the lami-
nating former, mark
out the curve on
200mm x 40mm tim-
ber about 1100 mm
long, and bandsaw on

the curved line (Fig.4). Spokeshave
and disc sand where necessary so
that when the two halves are sepa-
rated by 36mm, you have a 36mm
parallel gap all the way along the
curved shape with no bumps or
hollows. 

Place some packaging tape over
the two edges of the former to stop
the strips sticking to their surfaces.
Use a good quality glue, laying the
strips in the same order they were
sawn off the original board. I used a
urea formaldehyde, because I know
it will not ‘give’ or ‘creep’. Epoxy
resin would also be suitable. Clamp
the two halves of the former and
wipe off any excess glue (Photo.4). 

Once the laminates are removed
from the jig, glue on blocks, 25mm
thick x 40mm wide x 140mm long
to give the raised sections for curv-
ing the leg rocker joins (Fig.7). Joint
one face of the rockers flat then
thickness them to 35mm wide.
They are now ready to mark out the
dowel holes for attachment of the
legs. 

Making the Arms
Thickness the timber to 45mm,

then trace the shape of the arm onto
the top surface. Before cutting the
curved shape it is best to dropsaw
the angle on the back end of the
arm where it meets the legs (Fig.5).
Now bandsaw the top view and
shape back to the line. Mark out
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and drill the 12mm holes to take the
dowels that fix the arm to the back leg
(Figs.5&6) and also on the under side of
the arm where it meets the front leg
(Fig.5). To  easily locate the drill centres,
I drive panel pins half way into the cor-
rect positions on the legs, then cut off the
heads so 2mm is left sticking out.
Position the arm on the back leg, push it
onto the panel pin so the mark is trans-

ferred, then lower the front end down
onto the panel pin on the top of the front
leg. Pull out the panel pins and drill the
dowel holes. Now saw and shape the
side view (Fig.5) of the arms and round
them over to your preference, leaving a
flat spot above the dowel hole so you
can easily clamp the arm to the top of
the front leg (Photo.5).

Fitting the rockers to the Legs
Dry fit the front legs, side rails, back

legs and arms, then place a sash clamp
to hold the side rail tightly to the back
leg. Mark out where the legs are to be
positioned on the rockers (Fig.7), and
draw a centre line down the middle of
the front and back legs and across the
rockers (Photo.6). Also mark the front
and back of the legs so the dowel hole
will be centred. 

Pull the pieces apart and drill the
holes in the ends of the legs, 45mm
deep. I used a 16mm bit in a horizontal
drill (Photo.7). 

To drill the rockers, clamp a rocker in
a vice on a drill press, making sure the
drill will cut parallel to your marked line
(Photo.8). The back leg dowel hole is
90° to the top of the rocker, while the
front leg dowel hole is at 4°, sloping out-
wards to match the hole in the leg. Either
buy or turn some 16mm dowels, 90mm
long and dry fit the rockers to the legs
then mark the curved shapes to blend
the rocker add-on blocks to the legs. Use
fluted dowels to allow glue to squeeze
up the sides of the holes. 

The curved shapes can be bandsawn
to remove the excess. We used a Wood-
fast WASP belt sander, set up in a drill
press, to blend the curves.
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Rounding over the edges
You can choose any combination of

rounded edges you prefer; I used 12mm
radius on the legs and side rails, while
the arms were bandsawn, then shaped
with a spokeshave. The top edges of the
rockers were given a 15mm radius and
the bottoms ‘D’ shaped with a 25mm
radius rounding over bit (Fig.8). Take it
easy, using different depth cuts — the
outside layers of any laminated form are
in tension so they can easily tear when
rounding over. Blend the curves roughly
to shape by sanding to 120 grit; the finer
blending of the joining sections can be
left until after the sides have been glued.

Gluing the sides
You should have already trial tested

that the sides go together, remembering
to check that all the dowel holes are
deep enough. First glue the back leg to
the side rail, followed by the back leg to
the rocker, then attach the front leg to
the rocker before attaching the leg to the
side rail. The arm is the last piece to be
attached. 

Four sash clamps will be needed to
hold the joints tight while the glue cures
— one from the back leg to the front of
the side rail, one from the front of the
arm to the back leg, one from the flat
section on top of the arm to the under
side of the front of the rocker and the last
one from the top of the side rail to the
bottom of the rocker under the back leg.
Use soft waste blocks with the clamp to
stop marking the sanded surfaces. 

I used a long open time urea formal-
dehyde to glue my chair as I felt I could
not assemble and clamp the side quick
enough to use a faster setting PVA. Use a
damp cloth to clean off all the squeezed
out glue. When you glue the second side
make sure all the angles match the first
side.

Next Issue: 
Completing your Rocking Chair
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Materials List  (all dimensions in mm)

Component L W T    No. Remarks
Back legs 1000 110 34 2 200mm wide board will cut both 

legs, allows extra length.
Front legs 540 45 45 2 Shaped after joints are cut. Allows   

extra length. Should finish 510mm.
Side rails 470 90 34 2 Shaped after the joints are cut.
Front Rail 485 90 34 1 Doweled inside front of side rails, 

cut at 87°.
Bottom back rail 450 80 60 1 Cut both top and bottom rails from 

90mm  x 90mm x 500mm long.
Top Back rail 475 90 60 1 As above.
Rockers 1100 150 40 1 Cut all the strips from this board.
Rocker blocks 140 40 25 4 Glued on top of the rockers where 

they meet the legs.
Slats 600 35 4 12 Laminate 2 x 4mm strips to make 

one slat (6 slats needed).
Seat ‘drop-in’ 1700 60 18 1 Cut the 4 pieces from this board
Corner blocks 120 45 30 2 Screwed to inside back corners of 

the seat section.

Photo.7: Rocker Front Leg dowel

Photo.6: Marking the rocker dowel holes 

Photo.8: Drilling the dowel hole in one of the Rockers

w



The Echidna fascinates me because
it has a unique form, is covered
with spikes, and is a monotreme

(an order of mammals unique to the
Australian territory). It’s an endangered
species and a curious, unusual creature.

Likewise, Australian hardwoods also
intrigue me and they’re not too hard to
carve, if you use your tools wisely.  

The design of this toothpick holder
was inspired by the spikes on the
Echidna, and the simple, stylised shape
was chosen so that it would be easy to
carve in our harder native timbers. It
should not take too long to produce, and
will prove to be a useful addition to the
family dining table. I find that friends
and relatives are always eager to collect
these types of Australiana.

Select a hardwood blank about
130mm x 60mm x 60mm in size. The
finished Echidna will only be about
85mm long x 55mm wide x 50mm tall.

Mark your blank for the side and top
views provided (Fig.1&2), and cut the
waste off on the bandsaw, except for the
snout section which should be retained
for mounting the blank in the vice
(Fig.3). Cut into the blank to define the
four rectangular shapes on the outside
(top view) and bottom of the body (side
view) for the legs. Note that each leg
protrudes about 5mm from the body
down to the ground when viewed from
the side, and likewise from the under-
belly of the Echidna outwards when
viewed from above. Draw the centre
line along the spine, from the snout tip
to the bottom, and back up along the
underside. 

On the underside, mark an elongated
oval shape on the base of the rectangu-
lar sections for each leg. Start defining
the legs by remove the waste on the side
view, using a sharp flat chisel (or a knife
for you whittlers), making stopcuts to the
line of each leg. Use the chisel bevel
side up, flat on the underside of the tim-
ber block, cutting in from the front and
back. Note that the back legs are a little
shorter than the front, so that the body of
the Echidna has a slight tilt back.

To shape the legs from the underside
of the Echidna flaring outwards, use the
bevelled side of the same chisel down
on the side of the body, cutting at a 45°
angle. Cut in from the top and bottom,

Photo.1: The snout is the weakest link,
and needs to be protected throughout
the working process. Leave it till last to
be worked on, keeping it ‘encased’ in
the blank with the waste still attached .
This serves as a handle to insert into the
vice while carving.

Photo.2: The underside of the Echidna.
Make sure the legs are level, so that

they sit flat on the table.

Echidna
Toothpick

Holder
by Maricha Oxley
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starting at the base of the legs and work-
ing both upwards and downwards, to
the side centre line of the body and the
foot of each leg, respectively. You need
to rough out the general shape of the un-
derbelly and each leg, protruding side-
ways from the body. 

Remove the waste between the two
pairs of legs using the same tool and
technique, working on the underside.
Finish up the roughing out of the legs
using the same flat chisel, rounding the
corners and leaving the legs chubby. To
ensure a solid base, check that the legs
all rest together, flat on the table.

Returning to the top of the Echidna,
remove the highest points of waste and
work down to the body line, creating an
umbrella-like shape from the side view
(Fig.1). Repeat this procedure carving
down the sides, rounding the body and
keeping the side view centre line as your
widest point. You should shape the
body to look much like an egg, when
viewed from the top (Fig.2). Keep in
mind that the snout area of the blank is
still fixed in the vice.

At this stage the refining process
begins, using a round large Microplane
for the body, and a small Microplane
between the legs and body. Alternat-
ively, you could use rifflers. Microplanes
are available from Carba-Tec (Tel: 07
3397 2577).

Make the legs slightly conical in form
(as viewed from the side), rounded and
elongated from front to back. The same
rounding treatment is applied to the
body. Once you have achieved the
shape desired (Photo.2, 3 & 4), start
smoothing the surface and removing
tool marks with a scraper and sanding
paper (80-100 grit). Contrary to what is
indicated in these photographs, the
snout will not have been carved yet, and
will still be ‘hidden’ in the block being
held in the vice.

When the body and legs are finished,
cut the snout out on the bandsaw as per
the construction drawings (Fig.1 & 2),
and then sandwich the body between
two cork blocks in a vice, for the carving
of the snout.

Begin rounding the corners of the
snout with the straight No.1 chisel or
knife. Continue until a roughly cylindri-
cal shape is carved, with the snout tip
curved slightly upwards (Photo.6). 

Again, using the small round Micro-
plane, round the snout in a combined
pushing/twisting manner from the tip of
the snout inwards. Be gentle with the
snout, as it is the weakest link. When the
required shape is achieved, scrape and
sand it smooth. At this point the Echidna
should look very similar to Photo.2 & 3.
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Fig.1

Fig.2

Fig.3



The remaining details are the eyes and toothpick
holes. Mark the toothpick holes randomly around the
body. Using a 3/32" drill bit, drill the holes, changing
the angle of each hole to follow the flow of the quills
on the Echidna. Again, use your cork blocks to hold
your carving when drilling holes, so that the object is
secure and the drilling can proceed safely.

Mark the centre of each eye with a pen-
cil on both sides. Both eyes need to be
equidistant from the snout tip, and at the
same height on the body, ie. ensure that
both eyes are at the same level. Use a 5mm
diameter round punch to define each eye,
about 1.5mm deep. 

When the drilling and eye-punching is

complete, sand round the whole piece to remove any
sharp edges left from the drilling.

As a finish, I choose to apply three coats of wax
(Fiddes Wax), polishing with a bristle brush between
coats. This brought up a beautiful deep patina on the
Grevillea, as indicated in the finished photograph of
the project (Photo.5 & 6).

Now, stick your toothpicks in the body, to create
the quivering quills feature! 

Photo.6: Side view of the stylised Echidna,
showing the nose and leg shapes.

Tools and materials
Bandsaw
Flat chisel No.1, 10mm
Large and small rounded Microplane 
(alternatively, use rifflers)
Hardwood Blank 
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Photo.5:  The top view of the finished
Echidna. The toothpick holes are drilled at
angles roughly perpendicular to the curved
surface all round, following the flow of the
quills. 

Photo.3: Mark the eyes equidistant from the snout
to the centre of the sides and the same height on
the side of the Echidna on both sides.

Photo.4: Drill random holes on the back of the
Echidna, and — with a 5mm round punch — define
each eye 1.5mm deep.
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GALLERYGALLERY

A very talented self-taught turner, John Hamilton, made
this sculpture at the turn of the Century (hence the name ‘The
Turn of the Century’). 

A gear system driven by a small electric motor, powered
by a 3-9 volt supply is located in the base. This spins the top
section of the sculpture. The on-off switch is located at the
back of the base.

Graham Gifford sent us these two photos of his
‘Windolin’. These unique ‘wind instruments’ produce
sounds when the impeller spins. The Series 3, for
instance, rotates a dozen plectra via a shaft and a cylin-
der. It has 24 strings on the cylinder. The Series 3 (top left)
was made with the help of the well known musical
instrument maker from Sydney, Hugh Jones. The timber
used was supplied by Rodney Henderson of Anagote
Timbers. 

The Series 1 (top right) is tuned to the opening bars of
Prokokiev’s Piano Concerto Number One. 

Strings are tuned by tensioning, the same way as on a
guitar. 

John Hamilton also turned this display piece. It is 165mm in diam-
eter, and has been stained to a Rosewood colour. The base is 180 x
92mm Rock Maple, left natural. The whole piece is finished with
Mirotone (30% gloss).

Its construction requires an indexing-offsetting jig, made from two
circular plates of MDF. The first plate is fastened to a regular faceplate,
whilst the second plate houses the timber for the project, and is offset
in indexed steps from the first, to create the pattern shown. The cuts
were rounded over by hand after being turned.

Considering that John is a self-taught turner with only a few years of
experience (though he is a fine cabinetmaker by trade), both of these
challenging pieces are quite an achievement.
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It seems the TV Guide reviewer was not overly enthusiastic
about one of the Sunday night movies:

‘...a good value movie,’ he wrote, ‘it’s so slow that you can go
do some woodwork or sewing in the middle and you won’t
miss a thing’.

Well, now, it wouldn’t be the first time that I’d had the urge to
get up and do some woodworking in the middle of a movie.
But once having left the TV, I can’t remember ever coming
back afterwards to see how the movie ended.

Reading that review got me thinking about the time we all
spend in our workshops. There’s always work to be done,
isn’t there? But I no longer keep a formal list of projects. I 
discovered that lists have a habit of gaining a life of their own,
demanding this, demanding that, when all I really want to do
is something useful and enjoy myself at the same time.

Just the unfinished parts of the several projects in hand are
enough to remind me where I ought to start. But I wonder if
other woodworkers would agree that perhaps the most 
enjoyable times we spend in our workshops are when we
don’t feel the pressure of achieving anything, but have the
time to merely potter about.

No workshop is ever so clean or ever so well organised that it
doesn’t need work to be done getting rid of sawdust and 
shavings, making new wall racks or shadow boards, or sorting
out cupboards. Have you noticed that the greatest thing about
these little jobs is that we always seem to find things that have
been mislaid for months, even years?

It was these simple chores that reminded me of an old saying,
which I once heard applied to a different pursuit. It can be 
re-written as: 

God does not count in our allotted time 
the hours we spend in our workshops

It seemed worthwhile making this up as a laminated A4
poster which is now prominently displayed near the door to
my workshop. If nothing else, it assures visitors that any
remoteness they may sense in my manner is not due to lack of
interest in them or what they are saying, but solely to the feel-
ing of deprivation which which I am afflicted if I stay away
from my workshop for too long.

Maybe we could take some of these posters along to the
Timber and Working with Wood Shows next year to see if
other woodies feel the same way as we do about the time
they spend in their workshops.

Don’t you hate it when you know there has to be story behind
someone’s cryptic remark but you have no hope of ever 
finding out what that story is?

That’s how I felt when I read a Reader’s Digest report that an
electric router was seen to carry the warning: 

‘This product not intended for use as a dental drill’.

I assume a customer must have tried it. Surprising? Not 
really. But I’d love to know the story. It sounds like it might
equal another that we commented on previously in the 
magazine. Since that was a long time ago, it is probably
worth repeating here.

Two neighbours wanted to trim the hedge between their two
properties. They got the bright idea that if they stood on either
side of the hedge and held a motor mower between them,
they’d be able to shave off the top in no time.

Unfortunately, one of them dropped his end and the motor
mower did all sorts of damage to the guy on the other side.
He sued the manufacturer — and the court agreed that he
should have been told that the motor mower was just for
mowing grass. Sadly it appears that this was not as obvious 
as the manufacturer believed.

Cases like this are the reason why so many products now
carry warnings which appear pretty silly to those who still
have a firm grasp of their common sense. But the warnings
are vital if manufacturers are to limit the opportunity for 
people to take legal action against them. 

Understandably, most of these warnings are general — they
say, in essence, that the product is only to be used for this or
that, and they don’t try to address all the things the user
shouldn’t do. So a statement that a router shouldn’t be used 
as a dental drill is somewhat unusual and it begs the question
as to what else the manufacturer could have said. Might the
user have been warned not to use the product for manicuring
fingernails, perhaps? Pruning trees? Shearing sheep? Stirring 
porridge?

It is said that when the mummy of Rameses II flew from Cairo
to Paris for an exhibition in 1976, it was provided with a 
passport which described the traveller as: King, Deceased.
One might be forgiven for thinking that perhaps it was not
necessary for the human remains of one of the world’s most
famous leaders to be accompanied by such a document. Yet
some seem to err more often in the opposite direction.

I refer to the lack of information provided in some galleries
about the wares they have on show. 

Over the years, this has become something of a hobby horse
of mine. Though I’m happy to report that these days, most 
of the galleries I visit display at least adequate details of the
creators of the items for sale, one of four seen recently, was
hopelessly deficient in this area.

In the best of all possible worlds, creators and gallery owners
would see each other as partners in a common enterprise —
educating potential customers in the evaluation of their work
so that their appreciation of its worth may be translated into
profits for both.

by Art Burrows
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Ameat mallet is a common implement
used in the kitchen for flattening and
tenderising cuts of meat. As such, it

makes for a great practical addition to any
cook’s kit, and will prove to be a welcome
gift or even a potentially saleable craft item.

For the turner, it’s fun and easy to make,
offering a chance to practise spindle turning
with some simple elegant forms (Fig.1). If
you wish to be more creative, you could
consider altering the shape of the handle
and head of the mallet. The corrugated
metal faces fixed to each end of the mallet
head can be bought from most turning and
craft supply shops (see directory ads in the
back of the magazine).

For the head of the mallet, start with a 3"
(76mm) square by 4" (102mm) long
straight-grained hardwood blank (Red Gum
is ideal) and trim it square (Photo.1). Mark
the centres on the ends and then select the
face that will take the handle (the handle
fits into a socket that goes all the way
through the head of the mallet). 

Mark the centre of the handle face and
drill a 3/4" (19mm) hole all the way through

the blank. It’s much easier to drill this hole
in the square piece rather than a turned
round one. 

In order to prevent chipping out of the
handle holes while turning, fit lengths of
dowel into the holes, so that they protrude
just slightly from the face (Fig.2).

Don’t glue them in place, as they are
only there temporarily while the turning is
carried out. Any wood will do, so long as
the plugs are a snug fit in their holes.

Measure the diameter of the spigots on
the backs of the corrugated metal end faces.
After selecting your drill bit, it is worthwhile
doing a test fit in a piece of scrap, before
drilling the holes in the end faces of the
head. Check that the drill size chosen pro-
duces a good flush join. If the join is not
flush all round, you will get dirt in behind
the metal faces and the glue joints will dete-
riorate prematurely.

Drill the required spigot holes square
and true. A drill press is best for all the
drilling on this project, as it’s easier to set
up and will ensure squareness.

Again, dry fit a length of dowel into each

Make a 
Meaty Mallet
Turning a tenderiser by Les Swift

Photo.1: All that
this project

requires is two
timber blanks and

the corrugated
metal end faces. 



end hole, so that your head and tailstock centres can get a
good bearing. 

Turn the head to shape, first rounding the blank with a
roughing gouge and then shaping with a skew or gouge, what-
ever your preference. Make sure that the ends are accurately
sized to suit the diameter of metal faces. When the turning is
done, take the head from the lathe and remove the dowel
plugs from the ends and handle holes. Fit the spigots on the
corrugated end faces into their respective holes using an epoxy
glue.

To turn the handle, mount a 1" (25mm) square by 12"
(305mm) long hardwood blank between centres, round and
then shape it to the design shown, or make up one of your own
liking. The handle can be turned oval by shifting the lathe cen-
tres to a pair of off centre marks, turning first one side of the
handle and then the other. Be sure to replace the centres back
to true centre when turning the spigot that fits in the head. To
make sure the spigot fits the drilled hole accurately, occasion-
ally stop and test it in the hole while turning down to size. 

Fit the finished handle to the head and use a good glue to
secure it in place. A wedge in
the exposed end grain of the
handle adds a bit of style, but it
is not essential (Photo.2). If you
are going to add a wedge, it’s a
good idea to cut a small kerf
with a dovetail saw or similar in
the end of the handle, to take
the wedge and prevent splitting. 

To finish your mallet, I rec-
ommend several coats of a two-
part polyurethane. This type of
hard wearing finish will stand

up to immersion in warm soapy water, protecting it from
repeated washings.
Les Swift is a member of the Peninsula Woodturners Guild
Inc. This project was originally presented to the Guild as
part of a series of short project demonstrations. 
More of Les’ turning projects and related articles will feature
in future issues of this magazine.

Photo.2: The end of the mallet
handle can be fixed into the
head using a wedge, if desired.
It is not necessary, but it does
have a nice decorative effect.

Australian Woodworker November/December ‘01 65

w

Fig.1

Fig.2

Build Comfort into
your Chairs

Peter Dorman spent
more than 10 years
learning how to make
chairs that not only
look good, but feel
great! Now he’s
written a book so
you too can use
his research.
Includes
detailed
instructions

for making four
styles of chair — all

with built-in comfort.

Pre-Publication Discount
For a limited time only, you can buy Peter

Dorman’s new book for just $20 (plus $3 p&p)
— only from The Mail Order Bookshop (see
page 82) and only if your order reaches us

before 5pm on December 14, 2001.

$20.00

LIMITED
OFFER

$23.00
r.r.p.

I d e a l  G i f t

Prices
include
GST



Recycling is definitely to be en-
couraged, but not — in my opinion
— at the expense of re-using. 

Occasionally I’m overtaken by an
unaccustomed burst of energy when
confronted with an item destined for the
recycling bin, which I think still has
plenty of life left in it. Two such items
were recently intercepted — both square
glass containers complete with metal
screw tops. 

Closer inspection revealed that two
of the four sides of the jars were ‘em-
bossed’. One side carried a bunch of
tomatoes and its opposite carried some
fluid ounce measuring marks. Not your
common garden container! Originally
holding ‘Five Brothers’ pasta sauces,
these types of jars are still commonly
used for that purpose, and can be readi-
ly purchased at your local supermarket.

It struck me that something might be
done with these jars to give them a sec-
ond life, and I decided that wooden tops
— surrounding the metal screw tops —
might transform their appearance and
give them a new purpose.

An earlier interception of mine had
been an old Jarrah fence post, replaced
because of its bottom-end rot. From pre-
vious experience I have found that rich-
ly coloured, fine grained timber can
often be buried inside these weathered
and surface-cracked old posts. This
again proved to be the case when I put
this timber through the bandsaw. A-
mongst other goodies, a number of cir-
cular blanks 90mm diameter and 35mm

Photo.1: Two glass jars and their classy
Jarrah lids.

Photo.2: Easing a skew chisel into
the Jarrah blank to enlarge the

recess for the metal lid. The blank
is shown hot-melt-glued to a waste

block which in turn is screwed to
the metal faceplate.
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A touch of 
class for glass

by Pat Crowe



deep were recovered. Some of this depth was sacrificial, as I
do not have elaborate chucking facilities. 

Method
First I screwed a chunk of scrap wood (a few centimetres

larger in diameter than the finished lid size) to a simple metal
faceplate, mounted it on the headstock and turned it to round.
Then I faced the end. A Jarrah blank was fastened to this with
hot melt glue (which surely must be one of God’s great gifts to
mankind). 

Using a gouge, the blank was turned down to 85mm diam-
eter and finished using 120 grit sanding paper followed by
400 grit. To burnish the surface, that great standby — a hand-
ful of wood shavings — was carefully pressed against the
spinning blank.

At this stage, a small gum vein had surfaced, which was
filled using cyanoacrylate glue (‘Super Glue’) and Jarrah sand-
ing dust. Any tiny cracks in the timber were likewise treated.
The side of the blank was then refinished as before. 

Using the same gouge, a recess was produced in the
exposed face of the blank to hold the metal lid. To produce a
precise and square edge on the recess, the long point of a
skew chisel was carefully pushed horizontally into the blank
at the desired point, to the required depth (Photo.2). Prudence
dictated that a slightly undersized hole be cut first, and then
opened up as required until the metal lid was a comfortable
fit.

The existing metal lids had a rolled edge facing outward,

so a small rebate had to be turned into the shoulder of the
recess to accommodate this. When a satisfactory fit was
achieved, the blank was knocked off the waste timber backing
and any remaining hot melt glue peeled away. The outline of
the blank was then centrally marked on the waste wood back-
ing, and the backing rebated to be a jam-fit chuck for the open
end of the lid blank. Once the Jarrah slip-on lid was secure in
the jam-fit chuck, the exposed top end was turned down and
finished. 

I fashioned several lids, one of which was left completely
plain. Several grooves were cut into the wall of the second lid
to improve its appearance, before Shellawax (available from
U-’Beaut polishes, Tel: 03 5221 8775) was applied. 

The original metal lids — having been sterilised in boiling
water (as were the jars) — were then fixed into their recess
with hot melt glue, and the job was done. Simple as that!

When selecting containers for lid-making, choose those
which have a metal lid that is smaller in diameter than the
container itself, so that the finished timber lid can be made to
be no wider than the glass container. For example, a similar
lid on a 250gram Nescafé container looked distinctly top-
heavy and unattractive.

Any serious pasta eater could quickly have a great lineup
of attractive storage jars in the pantry (Photo.1). In fact, they
are so good looking, they don’t have to be stashed away in the
pantry — they can be displayed on the countertop or else-
where.
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GIFKINS DOVETAIL JIG

FREE Demo Video & Square with 
all jigs ordered before 24th Dec 2001

Phone for FREE Flyer 
Roger & Jenny Gifkins

619 Belmore River Rd, KEMPSEY NSW 2440
Ph 02 6567 4313  Fax 02 6567 4681

Email: gifkins@midcoast.com.au
www.gifkins.com.au

XMAS
SPECIAL

From “Canadian Woodworking” magazine

Score ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Product Gifkins Dovetail Jig

Summary Fast, efficient way to produce 
uniformly spaced dovetails



BREAKING THE QUALITY/PRICE BARRIER....
Teknatool delivers another  innovation

 NEW NOVA COMPAC CHUCK
high quality woodturning

 at a lower cost.

Available in the following
thread sizes:
1”10 tpi
1”8 tpi
3/4”16 tpi

Perfect Price & Size
for all lathes under
12” diameter swing

A high quality, but
inexpensive chucking
option, the Compac is
perfect for those who have
lower priced or smaller
lathes like a mini, midi
or a lathe of  12” (300mm)
swing or under.

NEW! Round bullet screw
design jaw slide

(Patent App. 511769)

Woodworm Screw
Optional Accessory

Using the Adaptor Jaws
Optional Accessory,

can mount some Nova
Accessory Jaws

20mm Accessory Jaws
for small work.

$125.00
Inc GST!

Powerful & Strong

The new, round ‘bullet
screw’ jaw  slide (a world
first  from Teknatool)
allows for a very strong,
robust jaw action with high
tolerances and quality  but
lower manufacturing cost.
This added value we pass
onto our customers!

Standard Equipment:
40mm Jaws, Operating Levers,

Chuck Body, Manual,
Fastenings

Easy to Use

Two levers deliver a fast
grip to mount  all kinds
of  woodturning projects
bowls, goblets, bobbins,
boxes, tops, bottle
stoppers, egg cups etc.
Uses the same scroll
action as our well known
Nova Chuck.
Also can adapt some of
the wide Nova
Accessory Jaw range.

NEW!

For a FREE CATALOGUE, contact us
Free phone - 1-800-140-761
Free fax - 1-800-140-755
Email sales@teknatool.com
Website www.teknatool.com

NSW
Sydney South
J.A. Crawford
(02) 9546 2941
Sydney West
Trend Timbers
(02) 4577 5277
Ballina
Woodfield Trade Supplies
(02) 6686 3666
Berrigan
George Hill
(03) 5885 2043
Cobargo
Working Wood
(02) 6493 6572
Coffs Harbour
Coffs Harbour Power Tools
(02) 6652 2949
Dubbo
Collective Crafts and 
Furniture Factory
(02) 6881 8801
Griffith
Donaldson Mitre 10
(02) 6962 1499
Inverell
New England 
Woodturning Supplies
(02) 6723 1350

Kempsey
Myhill Woodturning Supplies
(02) 6562 4331
Newcastle
Tool City Australia
(02) 4954 3555
Orange
IMV Enterprises
(02) 6362 1999
Tamworth
Northwest Woodturning
(02) 6768 0313
Hunter Valley
Hunter Woodturning Centre
(02) 4982 3145
Wagga Wagga
Rivtool
(02) 6925 4551
Wauchope
Wauchope Wood and Turning
Supplies
(02) 65851200
Wollongong
Unanderra Hardware
(02) 4271 1655

VICTORIA
Melbourne
Woodworking Warehouse
(03) 9587 3999

Albury Wodonga
Mann Mitre 10
(02) 6024 1066
Bendigo
Sandhurst Machinery
(03) 5443 2768
Geelong
Carroll’s Woodcraft
(03) 5251 3874
Geelong
Osolnik Machinery
(03) 5229 9149
Horsham
Windmill Woodturning Supplies
(03) 5382 6224
Loch
Beenatree Craft
(03) 5659 4218
Mildura
Ron Day Woodturning Supplies
(03) 5025 2797

QUEENSLAND
Gregory Machinery
119 Jane Street
West End, Qld, 4101
(07) 3844 4433
Gold Coast
Gary Pye Woodturning
(07) 5525 7561

Mareeba
Jim McConnachie
(07) 4093 3199
Rockhampton
A Man’s Toyshop
(07) 4927 5833

SA
Adelaide
Mik International
(08) 8333 2977
Penola
South East Woodturning Centre
(08) 8737 2611

WA
Albany
Sanford Power Tools
(08) 9842 1099
Balcatta
Woodstock Australia
(08) 9345 4522
Bayswater
Power Tools and Machinery
(08) 9272 3844
Bentley
Timbecon
(08) 9356 1653

Bunbury
Cross Electrics
(08) 9721 5544
Bunbury
Power Tools and Machinery
(08) 9791 1433
Midvale
The Woodworking Centre
(08) 9274 5655
Willagee
Southside W/T Supplies
(08) 9314 2226

TASMANIA
Hobart
Woodcraft Supplies
(03) 6248 5620
Launceston
Tamar House Woodturning Centre
(03) 6330 1744

Australia Wide
Reseller not in your area? 
Contact Teknatool for assistance:
Free Phone: 1 800 140 761
Free Fax: 1 800 140 755
Email: sales@teknatool.com
Website: www.teknatool.com
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When the
hat fits,
wear it!

Photo.3: The finished product fits just right.

The structure of Johannes Michelson’s hat making demonstration (see
AWW August 2001, issue #98) was to first make a hat, giving a full
explanation and demonstration of every step in the process. Then he

would turn another hat, at what he called commercial speed, with little nar-
ration.

For added interest, he made the second hat to fit the lucky winner of a
raffle. Bernie Leadbeater was the lucky winner at Johannes’ Newcastle
demonstration.

Photo.1 shows Johannes measuring the circumference of Bernie’s head
with a flexible plastic drawing tool. Another 12mm (1/2'') was added to the
measurement to allow for shrinkage, as the hat was turned from freshly cut
wood. The total figure was then multiplied by 22 and divided by 7, to give
the inside diameter of the hat. 

Photo.2 shows the testing for fit before the hat was parted off. Photo.3
shows a very happy ‘chappy’, wearing a totally unique and valuable raffle
prize.

Keep sending in your photos of interesting, unusual, funny, clever or just
well done woodworking pieces or situations for my comment at: 

George’s Corner, c/o The Australian Woodworker, 
PO Box 514, Hazelbrook NSW 2779.

by George Hatfield 
(Associate Editor)

Photo.2: Measuring up on the lathe!

Photo.1: Measuring the head off the lathe.



Woodworking
Project Plans

We’ve sourced the best
from around the world:
Australian, English and
American woodworking

project plans.

Our Australian line-up
currently includes 20 Neil
Scobie furniture projects
— many of which have
been featured in this
magazine over the past
two years — with more
being added every few
months. 
We also have plans for Les
Miller’s Workbench. Les is
the well-known associate
editor of The Australian
Woodworker, as well as a
feature demonstrator at all
the Timber & Working
with Wood Shows
nationally.

The new American
furniture plans include an
Oval Back Windsor Chair,
a Plantation Rocker, a
Mission style Buffet as
well as Chair and Table, a
Lingerie Dresser, Tool
Chest, Linen Press, Tool
Box and Tudor Bench.

And of course, we will
continue to carry the pop-
ular traditional English
Ashby project plans. The
full range is listed on the
following page.

Welsh Kitchen 
Dresser from the
English Ashby
Plans Collection 

All of these projects
have been carefully
selected and produced
to include step-by-step
instructions, fully
scaled plans for
template construction,
and showing joinery
details.
In many instances, the
plans also include
finishing instructions,
so you can reproduce
the exact look that the
designer has intended,
or design your own
finish to suit your
surrounding decor. 
The American plans, of
course, are all in
Imperial measure. We
recommend that
measuring be done
using Imperial 
measuring tools, 
as precise conversions
to Metric are not
entirely possible.

The Australian plans
are completely Metric,
whereas the English
plans combine Imperial
and Metric 
measurements
throughout.

Storage Coffee
Table from the
Australian Scobie
Plans Collection

Tool cabinet by Andy Rae, 
from the American Plans

Collection
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Australian Woodworker Mail Order Plans
PO Box 514, Hazelbrook NSW 2779
Tel: (02) 4759 2844       Fax: (02) 4759 3721

Name Mr/Mrs/Ms):.....................................................................................................................................

Address:....................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................ Postcode: ................. Phone:...................................

Enclosed is my Money Order/Cheque, or charge my 

Bankcard                Mastercard   VISA   AMEX  Credit Card phone orders accepted

Expiry Date: ..................................................                 Signature: .......................................................................  

All prices are in Australian Dollars and include postage 
(within Australia only)

Please allow 2-4 weeks for delivery

Shepherdess
Mantel Clock —
English Ashby
Plans Collection 

Wall Unit —
Australian Scobie
Plans Collection

Dining Chair —
Australian

Scobie Plans
Collection
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$Total
Order

AUSTRALIAN SCOBIE PLANS
SA- Coffee Table 29.00
SB - Side Table 29.00
SC - Single Stem Stool 29.00
SD - Carved Mirrors 26.00
SE - Bar Stool 27.50
SF - Tall Boy 30.00
SG - Document Box 29.00
SH - Dining Chair 29.00
SI - TV Unit 29.00
SJ - Storage Coffee Table 29.00
SK - Wall Unit 32.00
SL - Blanket Box 29.00
SM - Office Desk 30.00
SN - Office Chair 29.00
SO - Bed 33.00
SP - Bed Tables 30.00
SQ - Nest of Tables 28.00
SR -Cheval Mirror 29.00
SS - Treasure Chest 28.00
ST - Wine Rack 30.00
ENGLISH ASHBY PLANS
AA- Regency Davenport Desk 37.20
AB - Refectory Tables 42.00
AC - 17th c. Longcase Clock 37.20
AD - Sheraton Half Round Card Table 31.80
AE - Victorian Sewing Box 31.80
AF - 19th c. Dressing Table 31.80
AG - Grand-Daughter Clock 31.80

AH - Longleat Universal Desk 42.00
AI - Jacobean Oak Coffer 31.80
AJ - Victorian Canterbury Whatnot 31.80
AK - Traditional Corner Cupboards 31.80
AL - Collectors’ Chests 37.20
AM - Tambour Desk 42.00  
AN - Corner Display Shelves 31.80
AO - 18th c. Gate-Leg Dining Table 31.80
AP - Victorian Corner Whatnot 31.80
AQ - Welsh Kitchen Dresser 37.20
AR - Jacobean Stool 31.80
AS - George III Period Bracket Clock 31.80
AT - Longleat Urn Stand 37.20
AU - 19th c. Fireplace Surround 31.80
AV - 19th c. Lancet Clock 31.80
AW - Shepherdess Mantel Clock 31.80
AMERICAN PLANS
ZA - Michael Dunbar Oval Back Windsor Chair 35.75
ZB - Greg Harkins Plantation Rocker 35.75
ZC - Chris Murphy Mission Buffet 38.60
ZD - Chris Murphy Mission Chair 35.75
ZE - Chris Murphy Mission Table 36.85
ZF - Lingerie Dresser 35.75
ZG - John B Hetzel Tool Chest 35.75
ZH - Andy Rae Linen Press 38.60
ZI - Andy Rae Tool Box 38.60
ZJ - Tudor Bench 33.00

LES MILLER BENCH PLAN 24.20



A Turner’s Sandpaper Tree

I recently had the privilege of spend-
ing time in the workshops of some top
woodturners. Amongst the many things I
observed was how different turners
organised their sandpaper. This may be
something trivial, but sandpaper organi-
sation influences the speed and efficien-
cy with which we work.

One turner kept his sandpaper ready-
cut to a specific size, in a series of
labelled boxes at the back of the work-
bench. Another laid his out on a sheet of
cardboard stored on the shelf under the
lathe, while a third — developing the
sheet idea further — had screwed a
series of bull clips onto a strip of wood
and stored the successive grits under
each clip.

Each of these methods of organising
the successive grits was far superior to
my own practice. I had been keeping my

scraps of sandpaper in a reject bowl on
the lathe along with pencils, bits of wax
and all sorts of other paraphernalia.
Every time I sanded a turning, I had to
scratch around in the dusty, chip-filled
bowl to find the order of grits I needed.
Very time consuming! Also, I often had
two or three half-worn pieces of the
same grit floating around in the bowl.

Back in my own workshop, organis-
ing my sandpaper was one of the easiest
and therefore first changes to be made. I
remembered seeing a photograph of a
British woodturner at work. Attached to
the back of his lathe was a tall piece of
three-by-two with wedges cut into it,
and sandpaper jammed into the wedges.
The wedge idea I liked, but not as a per-
manent fixture behind the lathe. The
sandpaper tree shown became the syn-
thesis of all the above ideas (Photo.1). It
took less than an hour to knock up, and
has already saved me hours of otherwise
wasted time. 

The base is approximately 130mm in
diameter. Though this one is turned, a
square block of wood would also suf-
fice.

The top half is approximately 80mm
square by 280mm high, with the wedges
cut at 40mm intervals. The wedges were
cut on the table saw, with the blade set
at 15° then 30°, to create each wedge. A
bandsaw or hand saw would do the job
equally well. Holes were drilled in the
top of the tree for a pencil and the chuck
rods, the top and base were dowelled
and glued, and the wedges numbered to
show the location of each successive
grit. 

Before use, the bits of sandpaper are
marked (either numbered or lined) on
the back to show the grit size.

This portable tree makes it possible to
find the right grit quickly, and extract
and replace each piece easily. It also
tends to discourage the keeping of worn-

Share your pet short cuts and good ideas with other readers.
Send a short description plus a quick sketch to ‘Good Ideas’, The Australian Woodworker, 
PO Box 514 Hazelbrook NSW 2779. If your item is chosen for publication, we’ll send you

from $10 to $50, depending on their published length.

Answers 
There are about 750 species of softwoods and about
30,000 hardwoods.

Stretchers are the pieces that connect and brace the
lower parts of legs on chairs and tables. They frequent-
ly have a pin turned at each end to fit a socket bored
into the legs. According to the conventions of classical
design, stretchers are generally symmetrical about the
long axis as are most turnings that are positioned hori-
zontally. Vertical turnings such as chair legs are tradi-
tionally asymmetrical. 

Greater tool control is achieved if the scraper handle is
higher that the cutting edge. If the handle is lower, then
dig-ins are more likely.

5/8 is pretty close to the Golden Mean, and works well
as a rule of thumb. A more accurate figure is 61.8/100.
One way to apply the Golden Mean is to make the
width of a piece, such as a table, 5/8 of its length.
Another application is to divide a piece into two obvi-
ous sections, one being 5/8 as long as the other.

Captive rings were used by turners to decorate drinking
bowls as early as 600B.C. in Germany.

The Quizzical
Woodworker ?

??
???

?
by Ernie Newman

1
2

3

4

5
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3004 Anderleigh Rd, Goomboorian, via Gympie, Qld 4570
Phone: (07) 5486 5361   Fax: (07) 5486 5446

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
PH: (07) 5486 5361
FAX: (07) 5486 5446
3004 ANDERLEIGH RD, GOOMBOORIAN,
VIA GYMPIE, QLD 4570
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Photo.1: The Sandpaper Tree.

out bits of sandpaper. There just isn’t room for them. 
The tree is in daily use. There have been times when I pile all

pieces together and use them, but at the end of the day, useable bits
go back in their slots on the tree. What could be more organised
than that?

Carol Rix (Nambour, QLD)

Picture Frames

An artist friend of mine makes his own picture frames and has
some trouble keeping the frames permanently together. I offered
him these two solutions. 

Join the frame together with mitred corners, using epoxy glue
(Araldite). Allow the glue to cure before cutting a slot in each cor-
ner of the frame. Hold the frame vertically on a corner, by placing
the frame against the saw fence and using a 45° offcut to position
the vertical angle. Cut a slot centrally on the corner to a depth of
approximately 15-25mm. The saw cut should not go all the way
through the timber, but it should be deep enough to penetrate the
depth of the corner substantially (Photo.2).

If necessary, make two cuts to get the correct width, say around
4mm, to suit the reinforcing slat of timber prepared from the same
stock as the frame. Glue a reinforcing slat in each corner with
epoxy, allow the glue to cure, and then trim the exposed ends of
the slats with a saw close to the frame. Finish off the ends flush with
the frame on a sander.

If a clear finish is to be used, the reinforcing slat will appear
darker. If a painted finish is used, you won’t notice the slat at all.

The second reinforcing technique requires that a dowel be
inserted centrally through each corner of the frame. The dowel is
fixed in place with Araldite. This gives a strong corner, and —
when sanded and painted — it will be un-noticeable.

FOR SALE
EUROPEAN

WALNUT 
TIMBER

SLABS:
100mm to 200mm thick
up to 600mm wide
up to 3500mm long

LARGE QUANTITIES AVAILABLE!

Ph: (07) 3814 0470

FREE $5 bonus pack 
– just give them a try!

ONCE YOU GO SQUARE, YOU NEVER GO BACK

Box 4123, Mulgrave VIC 3170
Phone/fax: 03 9803 2370
E-mail: sachys@optusnet.com.au

To learn more about other SACHYS
products call us or visit our website.

www.sachys-robertson.com.au

Made in USA

$5 of screws FREE when you try one of our packs

Purchase our pack of 130, #8 Gauge screws with Power
Driver Bit and INSTY-BIT 7/64" Drill Countersink for
$20, or any of our special screw packs and receive a $5
credit voucher against your first order of $30 or more.

“The square drive is a real improvement. I'll definitely be using
SACHYS Robertson Screws in future” .......

Try them today! Phone or Fax 03 9803 2370

SACHYS Robertson’s high quality square
drive screws will save you time and money.
■ Genuine Robertson design
■ Better grip, no jump-out
■ High-quality hardened steel
■ Wide range of sizes – from #2 - #14 gauge, 10mm to 200mm
■ Time-saving INSTY-BIT – quick-change chucks and tools
■ Specialist screws and technical advice – just ask SACHYS
■ 20% bulk discount – orders for screws valued over $120 

receive a 20% discount
■ Buy online – major credit cards accepted
■ 100% money back guarantee on all screws



The above two methods will take all
the worry out of picture frame making,
as they will keep the frames secure for
many, many years.

M. Burgess (Hunters Hill, NSW)

Cut spatulas on the bandsaw

To cut the flat portion on a turned
spatula, butter knife, or similarly shaped
utensil on a bandsaw, I use hot melt glue
to fix the turned item to a piece of scrap
square timber, which acts as a cutting

guide. Note that the blade portion of the
utensil must be in its square blank state
for attaching to the scrap. The scrap rests
flat on the table surface, and allows the
two sides of waste to be cut effectively
and safely. 

Mark the centre line and the two cut-
ting lines on the utensil while it is still on
the lathe, attach the scrap and then cut
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Photo.3: The outside waste piece is cut off first, so that the scrap cutting guide
remains attached for the second waste side cutting. 

Photo.2: Note the depth of the slot cut
into each corner.

CUTTING EDGE LASERS

Line lasers for
your mitre saw

Cutting Edge Lasers
PO Box 1265

Fremantle WA 6959
Phone 08 9335 1718

Fax 08 9335 3273
www.cuttingedgelasers.com.au

WORK SMARTER!
The WOOD WIZZ SURFACING AND SANDING

MACHINE will complete your work in a fraction
of the time. Achieve a perfect finish on your

work without working long hours and without
being covered in dust. You can always expect a
PERFECT FINISH on all timbers of all shapes,

sizes and condition.
Comes as a 

complete package:
Includes Wood Wizz

machine, router & dust
shield, Wood Wizz cutter,

workbench with sliding
top, 8" RO sander, dust
extractor plus all hosing

and fittings. 
AN EXCELLENT MACHINE 

for all workshops.
Check out the Wood Wizz site: www.woodwizz.com 

Enquire about our new Wood Wizz Copier. 
Contact Wood Wizz Machinery Pty Ltd on 02 6043 1764 or 

0412 698 046 and we’ll direct you to our nearest agent.
NZ Agent: Ken Wilson: 07 349 3050

Design registered & patented
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off the outside unattached waste piece
first (Photo.3). 

Stewart-Wynne (Hovea, WA)

Driving on a mandrel

A friend of mine does a bit of custom
wood turning for other people including
a spinning wheel builder. A lot of his
jobs are turned on mandrels and he has
a problem with the work slipping on the
mandrel and taking an unconscionable
time to turn. It is alright with the items
which are tight on the mandrel and of
small diameter, but when it comes to
things 150mm (6") in diameter, there’s a
lot of leverage to make the work slip on
the mandrel. He asked me if I had any
suggestions, so this is what I made him
(Fig.1).

The item which was troubling him
was a bobbin with a 5/16" hole through
the centre, about 125mm in dia., and
150mm long. 

I got a piece of mild steel round,
200mm long by 5/16" dia., and threaded
both ends for about 30mm. 

Then I put a three jaw self-centring
engineers’ chuck on my Tough lathe,
and grasped the rod, with about 12mm
sticking out. A No.3 centre drill was

used in a Jacobs chuck in the tailstock,
to drill into the end of the rod until the
countersink had just about reached
depth. This provided somewhere for the
live tailstock centre to steady the end of
the mandrel.

I then used a hole saw to cut a 30mm
diameter disc out of a piece of 13mm
multi-ply, and enlarged the hole to 3/8".
A 3/8" tee-nut was located into the hole
and squeezed in the vice to seat the
spikes firmly into the disc, then a piece
of rubber was glued to the other face of
the disc. The disc was then screwed onto
the undrilled end of the mandrel and run
up to the end of the thread, which was
then punched to stop it unwinding. The
blank for the bobbin was threaded onto

the mandrel, followed by a flat washer
and a nut which was tightened down to
force the blank against the rubber, to
providing a friction drive with no scar-
ring of the surface of the wood.

The mandrel is used by putting its dri-
ving end into a Jacobs chuck in the spin-
dle, and supporting the other end by the
live centre. The drive allows reasonable
cuts to be taken without the marks of a
drive dog appearing on the surface of the
finished bobbin. 

Alan Logan (Ringwood, VIC)
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Fig.1: The mandrel for turning bobbins.

13 CRESSALL ROAD, P.O. BOX 723, 
BALCATTA W.A. 6914

PHONE: (08) 9345 4522
FACSIMILE: (08) 9240 1014
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Wood
work
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Specia
list

TALK TO THE PEOPLE WHO USE THE TOOLS THEY SELL!

Round Wheels
19mm $0.16
22mm $0.22
25mm $0.33
38mm $0.55
50mm $0.88
63mm $1.70

Treaded
50mm $1.60
63mm $2.50

Spoked
50mm $3.25
63mm $2.50

Axles
4.75 x 21mm $0.11
6 x 35mm $0.16
10 x 42mm $0.27
10 x 60mm $0.38

Also Available
Round Balls 12-63mm
Shaker Pegs 44-75mm
Mug Pegs 22mm
Spindles 33-300mm
Finials 62-108mm

Wooden Wheels & Wooden Parts Japanese Saws

VISIT OUR WEBSITEwww.woodstockaust.com.au
• Free Classified ads • Taiwan

Spares • Hints & Tips

$4900• Cross-cut, rip,
mitre & cut.

• 597mm O/A
• 15TPI

plus postage

$4300

plus postage

Cabinet Scraper

$4990

PHONE/

FAX/EMAIL FOR

YOUR FREE 

CATALOGUE

AN OLD 

FAVOURITE 

RESURFACES

$52.90

plus postage

• The perfect 
joint cutting saw • 0.3 x 
150mm Blade • 18TPI

WOODRATIS COMING
plus postage
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PROTOOL DRILL STANDS
Protool have released fixed and

tiltable drill stands in three lengths each,
equating to maximum hole depths of
240mm, 380mm and 540mm. All six
models feature smooth accurate opera-
tion with bronze slide bearings, new
design spiral springs, stable large-face
baseplate and precision-milled mount-
ing face. Optional accessories include
parallel fences for multiple hole opera-
tion, a centring plate for odd number
metric drill bits (a plate for even number
metric drills is included with the stand)
and fixing clamps.

The tiltable models
will drill a hole at any
angle between 45° and
90° to the work surface.
Because the tilt axis lies
on the surface of the
work piece, the drill
hole penetrates the

material at the
same point each
time, regardless
of the tilt angle.
Using the
adapter rings
provided, the
drill stand
will accept
any corded
or cordless
portable

electric drill with a 57mm or 43mm
diameter ‘attachment collar’ on the 
exterior of the casing.
Tooltechnic Systems (AUST) Pty Ltd
63-65 Quantum Close
Dandenong South VIC 3175
Ph: 03 8795 9205, Fax: 03 9799 9766

CHINA WOOD OIL
Feast Watson China Wood Oil is a

traditional interior penetrating oil, con-
taining 100% genuine Tung Oil. Unlike
most Tung Oil based products, China
Wood Oil does not contain
polyurethane, so it penetrates deep into
the timber rather than building up a film
on the surface. The resulting matt finish
provides a warm appearance that
enhances the natural beauty of the 
timber. It can be burnished or waxed if
desired.

China Wood Oil is suitable for all
interior woodwork applications such as
furniture, benchtops and floors. A
stained finish can be achieved by adding
up to 10% Prooftint to China Wood Oil
or applying Prooftint directly to the sur-

face. For soft
porous timbers it
is recommended
that one coat of
China Wood Oil
is applied prior to
staining, to assist
with even absorp-
tion of the stain.

Using a brush,
roller, clean cloth

or Feast Watson lambswool applicator,
China Wood Oil is applied in a liberal
coat over a clean timber surface, free
from dust, oil, wax and grease. The Oil
is allowed to soak in for 45-60 minutes
and then any excess product is wiped off
with a clean cloth. After three hours of
standing, the surface can be lightly sand-
ed. A further two coats can then be
applied, repeating the above procedure.

China Wood Oil is easily maintained
and rejuvenated. Minor scratches can be
rectified by lightly sanding with a small
amount of Oil and 240-400 grit wet-
and-dry, and then wiping with a cloth
moistened with the Oil. To rejuvenate,
ensure the surface is dry and free from
dirt, oil, wax and grease, simply apply
one coat of China Wood Oil and leave
to soak for 30 minutes. Wipe off any
excess and buff with a clean cloth.
Orica Australia Pty Ltd
1330 Ferntree Gully Rd
Scoresby VIC 3179
Freecall 1800 252 502

MULTI CHUCK DRILL

FESTOOL’s latest cordless drill, the
FastFix CDD 12 FX, uses a FastFix cou-
pling element to enable the chuck to be
removed and replaced in an instant,
with either an off-centre bit holder or a
right angled adaptor. The different con-
figurations possible with the FastFix cou-
pling enable screw fixing in a variety of
difficult situations where access is con-
strained, and replaces the need for a
stand alone angle drill. The angled
adapter can be rotated through 360° for
maximum versatility.

Tooltechnic Systems (AUST) Pty Ltd
63-65 Quantum Close
Dandenong South VIC 3175
Ph: 03 8795 9214, Fax: 03 8795 9221  

ECCENTRIC CUP CHUCK
Bruce Leadbeatter has released a new

eccentric cup chuck, manufactured in
Sydney, for artistic woodturners and
those who wish to turn something differ-
ent.

The eccentricity of the chuck is con-
trolled by fixed indexing pins at desig-
nated positions. The chuck also func-
tions as a standard screw cup chuck and
is claimed to be excellent for turning
cabriole legs. A gauge is provided to
assist the operator in turning the spigot
on the job to the correct length and
diameter so that it will screw into the
chuck firmly. Also provided is an Allen
key to lock the two parts of the chuck
body firmly together.

At present the chuck is only available
in one thread size — 30mm x 3.5mm
and 1” TPI.
Bruce Leadbeatter
59 Turton Avenue
Clemton Park NSW 2206
Ph: 02 9718 5395

MINIMAX BAND SAW
One of the most popular MiniMax

machines is the heavy duty S45 band-
saw. Designed for professional use, the
smooth running S45 is a solid machine
with a substantial steel frame and cast
iron tilting table. The balanced 450mm
cast iron wheels run on precision bear-
ings and cleaning brushes on the wheels
ensure tracking of the blade remains
accurate.

An important feature of the S45 is the
blade guide system. There are large
micro-adjustable roller guides on either
side of the blade, while back-up support
is via a heavy thrust bearing. There are
two blade guide systems — one which is
adjustable up and down above the work
piece and the other which sits directly
below the table. Together they ensure
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that the blade is
held firmly both
below and
above the work
piece, giving a
smooth, trouble
free cut.    

The blade
tensioning sys-
tem is also sim-
ple and effec-
tive. A large
adjustment
knob, located
on the top of the
machine, pulls
on the top fly-
wheel — a large
spring between
the two provides

the tension required to keep the wheel
in place.

A padlockable on/off switch with no-
volt release is fitted as standard to the
S45. The cast iron table is easily adjust-
ed with three locking handles and can
be held securely in position anywhere
between 0° and 45°. Since a major fac-
tor in bandsaw inaccuracies is the dust
build-up within the machine, the Mini-
Max S45 has a 100mm dust extraction
port located close to the cutting point of
the machine. 
Gabbett Machinery
359 Vardy’s Rd
Kings Park NSW 2148
(other outlets in Vic, SA, Qld and WA)
Ph: 02 9831 5044, Fax: 02 9831 5538

TABLE INSERT LEVELLERS
Cherrybrook Cabinet Making is man-

ufacturing and supplying sets of
adjustable levelling screws for use with
router table insert plates. Their function
is to enable the operator to level the
insert plate with the surrounding router
table work surface. The set consists of
four adjustable screws and mounting
hardware that can be inserted into the
router table, plus mounting instructions.
Cherrybrook Cabinet Making
8 Parkhill Cres
Cherrybrook NSW 2126
Ph: 02 9481 8716, Fax: 02 9484 8404

MITRE GUIDE
The latest innovation from C L Craft

Products is the Veezy Mitre Guide,
designed to attach to a Mk 3 or 2000
Triton Workcentre. With angles to suit 4,
5, 6 and 8 sided projects, the Mitre
Guide is suitable for cutting everything
from rectangular picture frames to
hexagonal seats. Made from recycled
plastic, the Mitre Guide simply bolts in
place and you’re ready to cut.
C L Craft Products
15 Railway St
Cowra NSW 2794
Ph: 02 6341 2119    

ROUTER CD
Perth-based router demonstrator and

teacher, Tom O’Donnell, has released a
new CD, appropriately titled Getting
More From Your Router. The contents
are a series of mini-lectures on various
aspects of the router and cover such top-
ics as buying and using a router, basic
router procedures, selection of router
cutters, jigs, working with template
guides and supporting the router.

Each chapter is quite self-contained
with the result that there is the occasion-
al small amount of repetition. The mate-
rial is presented in the style of workshop
notes, with a heavy emphasis on dia-
grams and photographs for explanation,
with much of the text in note form. Not
including the introductory chapters,
there’s over 70 pages of instruction.

The router operation notes and pho-
tographs are based on the new Makita
3612 Router, but for the most part the
information is applicable to virtually all
brands and sizes of router. To open the
files, you will need a personal computer
and MS Word 2000 (we attempted to
open the files with other word process-
ing software, but were unsuccessful, to a
greater or lesser degree. — Ed. ).

The style of presentation assumes a
basic understanding of woodworking
(though not of routers). The CD takes the
viewer through all the steps from select-
ing a router and cutters, through to
advanced operation. While the earlier
chapters cover the usual material, there

are a number of tips included that would
be of interest to those who already own
and operate a router. The latter ones on
jigs, template guides and base supports
are of greater interest to the existing
router user, as they access some of the
knowledge and advanced techniques for
which Tom has become legendary at his
show demonstrations.

In the chapter,
Jig Holder and
Jigs, Tom
describes the con-
struction of a
basic jig holder
and illustrates
some of the work
that can be done
with jigs. The

Introduction to Template Guides covers
in detail the processes and jigs required
to rout a rectangular picture frame from
one piece of material, and Support Your
Router gives several methods for sup-
porting the base of the router so that it
does not tilt during operation.
Tom O’Donnell
School of Routing
Ph: 08 9459 2796, Mob: 0417 913 182,
e-mail: tomodonn@wa1.quik.com.au 

LASER LAYOUT
The 2-dimensional laser scanner

model ZLSC-DSP transmits the drawing
of component parts from the computer
onto the work table in full size, ie 1:1
scale. The laser provides an outline
which can be marked out directly onto
the work piece, or the material can be
cut/machined to the laser lines.

The projector has its own integrated
DSP-chip and is controlled via a RS 232
interface. Patterns are formed with poly-
gons designed by means of a user-
friendly menu-driven program. The unit
will also adopt and project existing
graphics from your CAD program (HPGL
files).
Cutting Edge Lasers
PO Box 1265
Fremantle WA 6959
Ph: 1300 30 44 00

PRODUCTSPRODUCTS
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Private Mail Bag 7
ROZELLE, N.S.W. 2039

Ph: (02) 9810 6222
Fax: (02) 9818 5675 HOME

HOUSE &Subscription Form
Australia: $36.00 6 issues (including postage & GST)

$72.00 12 issues (including postage & GST)

N. Z. & Asia/Pacific: Aust. $46.00 (6 issues, airmail)
U.S./Canada U.K./Other Countries

Aust. $62.00 (6 issues, airmail) Aust. $66.00 (6 issues, airmail)

Enclosed is a Cheque/Money Order for $A                  for six issues of House & HOME.
or

Charge to my          Bankcard         Mastercard         Visa         Amex Signature:

Expiry Date Ph:

Cardholder’s Name:

Cardholder’s Address:

Please start my subscription with the issue. Allow 4-6 weeks for initial delivery.

Name and address to which “House & HOME” is to be sent:

Name:

Address:

Is this subscription a gift?         YES         NO

From (Name & Address)

Ph:

PRACTICAL HHOME
PROJECTS!

Add value to your home with great ideas and projects from
House & HOME magazine.

For over a decade House & HOME has been Australia’s best
magazine for the keen renovator!

Pick up a copy or subscribe today!
Available from better newsagents, Bunnings Warehouse and selected hardware stores, or by subscription.

In the November 2001 issue:
The Triton Workshop

How to make tapered legs on the Workcentre. 
DIY for Girls

Renovating, handling small bricklaying tasks and the protocol of networking.  
Patio Doors

Thinking of replacing or upgrading your patio door? Read this article first to get the latest styles and innovation in the
new breed of patio doors on the market.

Bench Grinders
Les Miller shows how to upgrade a basic bench grinder into a useful workshop machine with different wheels and
toolrests.

Cheaper Home Cleaning
John Ross from Integral Energy discusses how the Dyson vacuum cleaner saves you money on bags and electricity,
while cleaning your home more effectively. 

Projects to Make
Home sauna pt.2, children’s bookshelf, pet ‘house’, steel-framed coffee table 

plus more home improvement projects and articles.
This issue — 3 Dyson vacuum cleaners (rrp $799) to be won!

PO Box 514
Hazelbrook NSW 2779

Ph: (02) 4759 2844
Fax: (02) 4759 3721
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NSW Naturally Australian, 43 Circular Quay West, THE ROCKS 2000 Ph: 02 9247 1531

The Wood Works Book & Tool Co, 8 Railway Rd, Meadowbank NSW 2114 Ph: 02 9807 7244 

Trend Timbers, Lot I, Cunneen St, MULGRAVE 2756 Ph: 02 4577 5277

ACT Southern Woodturning Supplies, Unit 6, 145 Gladestone St, FYSHWICK ACT 2609 Ph: 02 6280 0620

VIC Carba-Tec Vic, 370 Swan St, RICHMOND 3121 Ph: 03 9427 8444

SA Mik International, 504 Glynburn Rd. BURNSIDE 5066 Ph: 08 8333 2977

QLD Carba-Tec, 44 Cambridge St, COORPAROO 4151 Ph: 07 3397 2577

Lazarides Timber Agencies, 3/1089 Kingsford Smith Drive, Eagle Farm QLD 4009 Ph: 07 3268 1191 

Bundy Woodworking Supplies, 5 Alexandra St, BUNDABERG 4670 Ph: 07 4152 8i66

Woodturning Supplies, 9 Paltarra St, THE GAP 4061 Ph: 07 3300 4545

WA The Woodworking Centre, 36 Farrall Rd. MIDVALE WA 6056 Ph: 08 9274 5655

Woodstock Timber Tools and Hardware, 7/13 Cressall Rd. BALCATTA 6021 Ph: 08 9345 4522

This unique book — now in its third re-print —
provides practical information about the use of wood for
woodworking, as well as colour plates and detailed notes on 63
of Australia’s most commonly purchased timbers.
In his illustrated introduction, Les Miller (one of Australia’s best known
woodworking demonstrators, an Assoc Editor of The Australian Woodworker
and director of Woodmill Craft & Education) provides important information
on how the woodworking characteristics of wood are determined by the way
trees grow and the methods used to convert logs into sawn timber.
The colour photographs and species notes are written by Jeff Kemp from the
viewpoint of a professional woodworker (Jeff is a highly successful guitar
maker whose instruments are sold and played all over the world).

The Australian Timber Buyer’s Guide is available at selected bookstores
or from the specialist suppliers listed below.

The Australian Timber Buyer’s Guide can also be obtained ($36.30 + 
$6 p&p) direct from The Australian Woodworker’s Mail Order Book Shop.

Three Additions are also available to the basic Guide
Addition 1: Black Wattle, Spotted Gum, Red Lancewood, Red Siris, 
Red Silkwood, Northern Sassafras, Queensland Kauri Pine, Brush Box and
Brown Quondong.

Addition 2: Crow’s Ash, Bunya Pine, Camphor Laurel, Blackbutt, White
Beech, Mountain Silky Oak, Californian Redwood, Rose Gum and Fijian Kauri. 

Addition 3: Karri, Gidgee, Pear, Lime, King William Pine, Obeche, Satin
Sycamore, Sassafras, Tuart.

Additions are available through selected suppliers or from The 
Australian Woodworker Mail Order Bookshop ($11 each plus $1 p&p,
GST included)

The Australian
Timber Buyer’s
Guide

$36.30
+ p&h $6.00

rrp $38.40

(GST included)

Bookshop Order 
Form Page 85
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Learn Chairmaking
When approaching 80 years of age,

the famous American architect, Frank
Lloyd Wright, confessed that there was
seldom a time in his early life when
some part of his anatomy did not ache
from contact with his own furniture.
That may have been an overstatement,
but it's nevertheless true that the visual
appeal of all too many pieces of ‘fine’
furniture is not accompanied by an
equivalent level of comfort. 

Woodworkers who have attempted
to make a chair will be well aware of the
problem. Balancing the aesthetics of
chair design with comfort is not easy,
and even a barely adequate outcome
demands a great deal of experience. As
usual, there are two and only two ways
of acquiring this experience. The first is
to make a lot chairs. The second is to
learn from someone who has made a lot
of chairs.

Peter Dorman has made a lot chairs.
For more than ten years, he was a pro-
fessional woodworker, designing fine
furniture and leading a team of crafts-
men in its manufacture. A personal inter-
est in comfort (he suffered from the mal-
ady best known as ‘a bad back’) and a
penchant for finding practical solutions
to the problems with which he is con-
fronted, led him to develop a kind of
general modis operandi for the design of

comfortable chairs. This is the
essential substance of the first few
chapters of his book The Best Seat in
the House. 

Yet, despite its relatively small
size,  the book is much more than an
exposition of theory. It also contains
detailed descriptions of the construc-
tion of four very different styles of
chair, including dining and occasion-
al chairs, as well as an attractive
Rocker. These serve to illustrate the
design concepts which the author for-
mulated, and to provide comprehen-
sive guidance in the principal tech-
niques used in the making of chairs.

A chapter on the making of seats
offers the author's thoughts on the con-
tribution these make to the overall com-
fort of chairs and a Glossary provides a
quick reference to the terms used
throughout the book.

The Best Seat in the House is an inter-
esting and well thought-out book which
explores the basics of chair comfort, and
gives the reader the practical help neces-
sary to make good chairs.

The Best Seat in the House
by Peter Dorman

Softcover, 175x240mm, 82pp
Published by Skills Publishing Pty

Ltd, PO Box 514, Hazelbrook NSW
2779.

Our copy from The Mail Order Book
Shop, PO Box 514, Hazel-
brook, NSW 2779.
R.R.P. $23.00 (plus $x postage
and packaging)

Bush Furniture
Rustic or bush furniture

is admired by wood lovers
the world over. It’s hard to
beat that primitive and
charming natural look,
made from timber in its
rawest form — log sections,
sticks, roots, burls and
those slightly processed
parts, like slabs. 

The basic engineering of
rustic furniture should not
be mistaken for inadequate
construction. Rustic furni-
ture design was founded in
experimentation and intu-
ition, rather than a strict
adherence to the accepted
rules of cabinetmaking.

Like any form of construction, when
properly done, it is durable. It appeals to
many woodworkers precisely because of
the lack of rigid adherence to the Rules,
and for the fact that it can be constructed
using a simple set of tools. 

The Art of Rustic Furniture looks at
the subject from all angles. The author,
Daniel Mack, has written several books
on it (see Simple Rustic Furniture in the
Mail Order Book Shop. p82). For him,
making rustic furniture is a way of con-
necting with nature.

There are a lot of pictures in this
book, and it is primarily intended to
serve as an inspirational guide. It will
provide the reader with ideas and show
just how much scope there is for creativ-
ity when making furniture in this fash-
ion. 

The author also supplies a range of
projects, drawing on historical examples
of furniture made from slabs and sticks.
The focus is on joining slab seats with
stick legs, and joining slab backs to slab
seats. The projects include a towel rack,
tree settee, a side table, miniature chairs
made from twigs, a child’s chair with
woven seat and a bed headboard.

Part of the charm of rustic furniture is
that it can be assembled and enjoyed
nearly immediately, and — if it only lasts
five or ten years — so be it. This fact
seems to just add to its ethereal charm.

For anyone seeking to dive into this
richly satisfying occupation — convert-
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ing odd bits of found and salvaged tim-
ber into useable furniture — then this
book will inspire them to have a go and
succeed.

The Art of Rustic Furniture
Traditions, Techniques & Inspirations
Daniel Mack

Softcover, 115x280mm, 144pp
Published by Sterling Books Co., Inc.,

NY, USA.
Our copy from The Mail Order Book

Shop, PO Box 514, Hazelbrook, NSW
2779
R.R.P. $X (plus $x postage and packaging)

Woodworking Guide
A good basic guide to the craft of

woodwork must supply intelligent infor-
mation on tools, techniques and provide
some projects to get the woodworker
started. The Complete Practical Wood-
worker does just that. 

It contains a description of all the
common tools required — saws and
planes (in all their variation), chisels and
gouges, drill bits, hammers, screws,
sanding and sharpening equipment,
clamps and larger stationary machines.
It details the proper planning required to
set up a workshop, including safety
equipment, and examines how we make
items from timber using plans and draw-
ings. It even discusses ergonomics — so
the reader will gain some insight into
why furniture items are designed the
way they are.

Basic techniques are explained using
clear photos and illustrations. Beginning
with tools and techniques for measuring
and marking accurately, it moves on to
the use of hand and power saws, chisels,

routers and many other com-
mon tools.

Joint construction is cov-
ered in depth, from corner lap,
mitred halving, cross-halving,
lapped dovetail, full housing,
bare faced housing, bridle
joint, basic mortise and tenon,
wedged through tenon, double
tenon, fox tenon, and the
dovetail and its variations. It
shows how to make these
joints by hand, as well as with
machines like the router and
bandsaw for some mechanical
assistance. The main focus is
on illustrating how all these
joints can be successfully
made using basic marking
tools, handsaws and chisels. 

Advanced techniques in-
clude curve forming, laminat-
ing using formers, and veneer-
ing. It even briefly covers some
of the tools and methods of
turning and carving. Wood fin-
ishing is detailed, from surface
preparation through to stain-
ing, the application of varnish, paint and
lacquer with a brush, and waxes and oils
with a rag (rub-on finishes). There is also
a section on French Polishing, with a
series of very helpful photographs.

All the project plans have a materials
list, assembly illustrations and extensive
colour photographs of the joint con-
struction. They include a picture frame,
CD rack, mirror frame, magazine rack,
book shelf, barstool, occasional table,
storage chest, a three legged chair, dis-
play case, bedside cabinet, computer
cabinet, butcher’s block, bookcase, cor-
ner cabinet, dining table, a settee, con-
servatory bench and a kitchen base unit
in frame and panel construction.

Like most books of this type, it has
been produced overseas, so some of the

references to timbers used and common
trade terminology will not be transfer-
able to the Australian market. None-
theless, the content regarding tools and
techniques is very sound.

The well rounded selection of practi-
cal projects should prove to be excellent
practice for the techniques covered.

The Complete Practical Woodworker
by Stephen Corbett

Hardcover, 235x310mm, 256pp
Published by Anness Publishing

Limited, London, UK.
Our copy from The Mail Order Book

Shop, PO Box 514, Hazelbrook, NSW
2779.
R.R.P. $x (plus $x postage and packaging)
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FREE
Poster Set — free to all Woodworking Galleries and Craft Shops

As part of our 100th Issue celebrations we have prepared six laminated A4 posters which provide brief descriptions of
the main woodworking crafts. The posters are available FREE to all Craft Shops and Galleries. Simply send this ad (or

a photocopy) together with your letterhead to: Posters, PO Box 514, Hazelbrook NSW 2779. 

HURRY
Limited
Stock
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CARVING
Art of Chip Carving W Barton 128 pp..............$32.90 + $4.00
Art of The Wood Carver
Guild of Master Craftsman 120 pp....................$32.90 + $4.00
Carving & Whittling: The Swedish Style
G & I Ljunberg 168 pp .....................................$32.90 + $4.00
Carving Birds & Beasts
Guild of Mastercraftsman 160 pp .....................$32.90 + $4.00
Carving Realistic Birds D Tipple 166 pp ..........$43.90 + $6.00
Chip Carving Pattens R W Barton 128 pp ........$24.10 + $4.00
Complete Guide to Woodcarving
E Tangerman 352 pp ........................................$32.90 + $6.00
Decorative Woodcarving-The Complete Course
G Bull 160 pp ..................................................$32.90 + $4.00
Essential Tips for Woodcarvers
Guild of Master Craftsman 51 pp......................$16.40 + $3.00
Essential Woodcarving Techniques
D Onians 182 pp .............................................$39.90 + $6.00
Further Useful Tips for Wood Carvers
Guild of Mastercraftsman 69 pp .......................$16.40 + $3.00
High Relief Woodcarving W Schnute 159 pp...$27.50 + $4.00
Letter Carving in Wood C Pye 230 pp .............$54.90 + $6.00
New Traditional Styles of Chip Carving
W Barton 128 pp..............................................$24.10 + $4.00
Power Tool Woodcarving
A & G Bridgewater 160 pp ...............................$27.40 + $6.00
Relief Carving in Wood C Pye 163 pp..............$39.90 + $4.00
The Woodcarvers
Guild of Master Craftsman 121 pp....................$32.90 + $4.00
Understanding Woodcarving
Guild of Master Craftsman 117 pp....................$32.90 + $4.00
Understanding Woodcarving in the Round
Guild of Master Craftsman Publications 117 pp$32.90 + $4.00
Whittling B Higginsbotham 128 pp..................$18.60 + $3.00
Woodcarver's Problem Solver - Tricks, Tips & Shortcuts
Graham Bull 144 pp  NEW ............................$32.90 + $4.00
Woodcarving - A Complete Course
R Butterfield 128 pp .........................................$38.40 + $4.00
Woodcarving - A Foundation Course
Z Gertner 183 pp .............................................$39.90 + $6.00
Woodcarving Basics A G Bridgewater 127 pp..$19.70 + $4.00
Woodcarving for Beginners
Guild of Master Craftsman 121 pp....................$32.90 + $4.00
Woodcarving Tools, Materials & Equipment
C Pye - Guild of Master Craftsman 356 pp .......$54.90 + $6.00

FURNITURE
Beds & Bedroom Furniture
Best of Fine Woodworking 112 pp ...................$48.40 + $4.00
Bending Wood
Fine Woodworking on.... Series 121 pp............$27.50 + $4.00
Chairmaker's Workshop D Langsner 304 pp....$39.90 + $6.00
Complete Book of Wood Joinery
R Cristoforo 308 pp ..........................................$32.90 + $6.00
Complete Dovetail I Kirby 151 pp....................$39.90 + $4.00
Complete Manual of Wood Veneering
W A Lincoln 400 pp.........................................$49.40 + $6.00
Construction of Period Country Furniture
V Taylor 192 pp ...............................................$49.90 + $6.00

David Charlesworth’s Furniture Making
Techniques - Guild of Master Craftsman 120 pp$38.40 + $6.00
Dictionary of Furniture C Boyce 378 pp..........$39.90 + $6.00
Furniture & Cabinetmaking Projects
Guild of Mastercraftsman 115 pp .....................$32.90 + $4.00
Furniture Making Techniques for the Wood
Craftsman Guild of Master Craftsman 119 pp ..$34.90 + $4.00
Furniture Restoration & Repair
K Bonner 191 pp ..............................................$43.90 + $6.00
How to Build 50 Classic Furniture
Reproductions M Burch 320 pp .......................$38.40 + $6.00
How to Make Your Own Kitchen Storage &
Wardrobe units S Herbert 93 pp ......................$21.90 + $4.00
Joinery Basics S Allen 127 pp...........................$19.70 + $4.00
Kevin Ley's Furniture Projects
Guild of Mastercraftsman 119 pp .....................$34.90 + $4.00
Making Antique Furniture Reproductions
F Gottshall 240 pp............................................$50.00 + $6.00
Making Chairs & Tables
Guild of Master Craftsman 120 pp....................$32.90 + $4.00
Making Classic English Furniture
P Richardson 179 pp  NEW............................$43.90 + $6.00
Making Contempory Wooden Tables
T Stender 128 pp..............................................$34.90 + $4.00
Making Country Furniture G Buchanan
176 pp  NEW .................................................$54.90 + $6.00
Manual of Furniture Restoration
V J Taylor 224 pp .............................................$38.40 + $6.00
Marquetry Techniques
D Middleton & A Townsend 141 pp.................$43.90 + $4.00
Simple Rustic Furniture D Mack 112 pp ..........$39.90 + $4.00
Repairing & Restoring Antique Furniture
J Rodd 224 pp ..................................................$38.40 + $6.00
Technique of Furniture Making
A Peters 519 pp   NEW...................................$54.90 + $8.00
Upholsterer’s Pocket Reference D James 167 pp$27.40 + $4.00
Upholstery - A Complete Course
D James 309 pp................................................$54.90 + $6.00
Upholstery Techniques & Projects
D James 240 pp................................................$54.90 + $6.00
Veneering: A Complete Course I Hosker 160 pp$43.90 + $6.00
Veneering: A Foundation Course
M Burton 191 pp..............................................$34.90 + $6.00
Woodbender's Handbook Z Taylor
128 pp  NEW .................................................$29.90 + $4.00
Woodjoiners Handbook S Allen 256 pp...........$27.40 + $6.00
Woodworker’s Guide to Joints
J Kingshott 128 pp ............................................$43.90 + $6.00

BOXES
Art of Making Elegant Jewellery Boxes
T Lydgate 143 pp...............................................$32.90 + $4.00
Art of Making Elegant Wood Boxes
T Lydgate 142 pp .............................................$32.90 + $4.00
Art of Making Small Wood Boxes
T Lydgate 144 pp .............................................$32.90 + $4.00
Award Winning Wood Boxes T Lydgate 141 pp$32.90 + $4.00
Making Little Boxes from Wood J Bennett
128 pp .............................................................$32.90 + $4.00
Po Shun Leong - Art Boxes T Lyngate 128 pp...$32.90 + $4.00
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FINISHING
Classic Finishing Techniques S Allen 128 pp....$27.40 + $4.00
Finishing Basics S Allen 126 pp........................$19.90 + $4.00
French Polishing P Barstow &
A Waterhouse 160 pp ......................................$39.90 + $4.00
Modern Wood Finishing Techniques
N Leach 233 pp ...............................................$49.90 + $6.00
Spray Finishing A Charron 165 pp....................$55.00 + $4.00
Woodfinishing Handbook I Hosker 152 pp ......$27.40 + $4.00

TIMBER
Australian Timber Buyer's Guide
Skills Master Series J Kemp & L Miller 80 pp....$36.30 + $6.00
Australian Timber Buyer's Guide - Additions 1, 2 & 3
9 Pages, Updated Index each Addition.....Each $11.00 + $1.00
Conversion & Seasoning of Wood
W Brown 222 pp..............................................$51.60 + $4.00
Field Guide to Eucalypts-Volume 1 South-eastern
Australia M Brooker & D Kleinig 353 pp..........$99.00 + $8.00
Forest Trees of Australia D Boland et al
686 pp Hard Cover ........................................$97.50 + $12.00
Timber for Projects & Hobbies J Stacpoole
202 pp  NEW .................................................$32.90 + $4.00
Timber in Context A Willis & C Tonkin170 pp.$49.50 + $4.00
Woodworker’s Guide to Wood
D Johnston169 pp ............................................$49.50 + $6.00
Wood in Australia K Bootle 443 pp..................$71.00 + $6.00
World Woods in Colour
W Lincoln 120 pp Hard Cover .........................$97.00 + $6.00

GENERAL
50 Storage Projects for the Home
K Armpriester & M Favorite 269 pp ..................$27.40 + $4.00
176 Woodworking Projects
Workbench Magazine 256 pp ..........................$32.90 + $6.00
Alphabets & Numbers P Spielman 128 pp .......$18.60 + $4.00
Building Garden FurnitureR Martin 160 pp......$32.90 + $4.00
Building Doors & Entryways C Weis 128 pp ....$32.90 + $4.00
Building Storage Stuff R Freudenberger 144 pp$32.90 + $6.00
Children's Room Projects - Traditional Woodwork
79 pp  NEW ...................................................$21.90 + $3.00
Complete Pyrography S Poole 153 pp..............$43.90 + $4.00
Doormaking J Birchard 192 pp.........................$32.90 + $4.00
Great Birdhouse Book M Dillon 128 pp  H.C. .$39.90 + $4.00
Great Decks & Porches R Peters 128 pp NEW$27.90 + $4.00
Great Looking 2 x 4 Furniture
S Henderson & M Baldwin 127 pp ...................$27.40 + $4.00
Great Outdoor 2 x 4 Furniture
S Henderson & M Baldwin 128 pp ...................$38.40 + $4.00
How to Build Classic Garden Furniture
D Proulx 127 pp...............................................$52.70 + $4.00
Laminated Designs in Wood - Techniques
Patterns & Projects C Rannefeld 144 pp ..........$32.90 + $4.00
Making Birdhouses & Feeders C Self 128 pp ....$19.90 + $4.00
Making Backyard Bird Houses
S Cartright & W Pokroits 128 pp.......................$27.40 + $4.00
Making Clocks S Bray 124 pp...........................$19.90 + $3.00
Making Picture Frames in Wood
M Bannister 127 pp..........................................$21.90 + $3.00
Making Shaker Woodenware K Pierce 128 pp .$32.90 + $4.00
Making Unusual MiniaturesG Spalding 120 pp$32.90 + $4.00
Making Wood Folk Instruments
D Waring 160 pp .............................................$21.90 + $4.00

Making Wood Handles, Hinges & Knobs
A & G Bridgewater 144 pp ...............................$32.90 + $4.00
Making Wood Signs P Spielman 144 pp...........$19.70 + $3.00
Marketing & Promotion for Crafts
B Norbury 126 pp ............................................$27.40 + $3.00
Minidrill Fifteen Projects J Everett
138 pp  NEW .................................................$32.90 + $4.00
Picture Framing Basics H Foster 128 pp...........$19.70 + $4.00
Pyrography Handbook S Poole 128 pp ............$32.90 + $4.00
Step-by-Step Pyrography Projects for the Solid
Point Machine N Gregory 96 pp  NEW ..........$27.90 + $4.00
Stickmaking - A Complete Course
P Jones & C George 150 pp..............................$43.90 + $4.00
Stickmaking Handbook
A Jones & C George 143 pp .............................$27.50 + $4.00
Storage Ideas K Hirst 104 pp H.C.  NEW .......$32.90 + $4.00
Weekend Woodworking for the Garden
C Burda 128 pp................................................$27.90 + $4.00
Whirligigs & Weathervanes
D Schoonmaker & B Woods 128 pp.................$27.50 + $4.00
Woodburning B Auth 80 pp .............................$27.50 + $4.00
Woodworking for Kids K McGuire 160 pp.......$29.90 + $4.00
Woodworking Mistakes & Solutions
R DeCristoforo 222 pp .....................................$32.90 + $6.00
Woodworking Projects for the Garden
R Freudenberger 144 pp...................................$27.50 + $4.00

TOOLS
200 Original Shop Aids & Jigs for Woodworkers
R Capotosto 358 pp..........................................$32.90 + $6.00
Accurate Table Saw I Kirby 160 pp ..................$43.90 + $4.00
Air Tools R Peters 128 pp  NEW.....................$29.90 + $4.00
Amateur’s Lathe L H Sparey 224 pp.................$24.10 + $4.00
Australian Carpenter & Joiner
2 Volumes........................................................$53.80 + $6.00
Bandsaw Handbook M Duginski 319 pp ..........$34.90 + $6.00
Biscuit Joiner Basics H Foster 128 pp...............$19.70 + $4.00
Biscuit Joiner Handbook H Foster 208 pp ........$27.50 + $4.00
Drills & Drill Presses R Peters 128 pp  NEW ..$24.90 + $4.00
Making Woodwork Aids & Devices
R Wearing 128 pp  Revised Edition ............$27.90 + $4.00
Making Work Benches S Allen 160 pp .............$27.40 + $4.00
Plane Basics S Allen 128 pp .............................$18.60 + $4.00
Radial Arm Saw Techniques R Cliffe 352 pp ....$38.40 + $6.00
Setting Up Your Own Workshop
B Stankus 224 pp .............................................$27.40 + $4.00
Shaper Handbook R Cliffe & M Holtz 255 pp ..$32.90 + $6.00
Sharpening Basics P Spielman 128 pp..............$19.70 + $4.00
Sharpening Pocket Reference Book
J Kingshott 150 pp ............................................$21.90 + $3.00
Sharpening - The Complete Guide
J Kingshott 151 pp ............................................$43.90 + $4.00
Spindle Moulder Handbook
E Stephenson192 pp.........................................$63.00 + $6.00
Table Saw Basics R Cliffe 127 pp .....................$19.70 + $4.00
Table Saw Techniques R Cliffe 352 pp .............$32.90 + $6.00
Useful Workshop Tools S Bray 108 pp.............$18.90 + $3.00
Woodshop Dust Control
S Nagyszalanczy 197 pp ..................................$55.00 + $4.00
Woodworker’s Handbook R Horwood 160 pp.$32.90 + $6.00

ROUTER
Accurate Router I Kirby 152 pp .......................$43.90 + $4.00
Art of the Router P Spielman 144 pp ...............$32.90 + $4.00
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Router Basics P Spielman 128 pp.....................$19.70 + $4.00
Router Handbook P Spielman 384 pp ..............$32.90 + $4.00
Router Jigs & Techniques P Spielman 383 pp...$32.90 + $6.00
Router Joinery Handbook
P Warner 144 pp Hard Cover...........................$43.90 + $4.00
Router Projects for the Home
Guild of Master Craftsman 119 pp....................$39.90 + $4.00
Router Projects for the Woodworker 173 pp...$51.60 + $6.00
Router Table Book E Conover 117 pp ..............$50.00 + $4.00
Router Workshop J Sainsbury 223 pp...............$32.90 + $6.00
Routing for Beginners A Bailey 182 pp ............$43.90 + $6.00

SCROLL SAW Sale Price
Art of the Scroll Saw P Spielman 160 pp......$28.00 + $4.00
Artistic Scroll Saw Patterns & Projects
P Spielman & D Kill 144 pp...........................$19.00 + $4.00
Classic Fretwork Scroll Saw Patterns
P Spielman & J Reidle 192 pp........................$19.00 + $4.00
Decorative & Ornamental Scroll Saw
Patterns P Spielman & D Boelman 128 pp ....$21.00 + $4.00
Scroll Saw Basics P Spielman 128 pp ............$13.00 + $4.00
Scroll Saw Country Patterns
P Spielman & S Valitchka 192 pp ..................$19.00 + $4.00
Scroll Saw Fretwork Patterns
P Spielman & J Reidle 256 pp........................$19.00 + $4.00
Scroll Saw Holiday Patterns
P & P Spielman 160 pp..................................$19.00 + $4.00
Scroll Saw Pattern Book P Spielman 256 pp .$19.00 + $4.00
Scroll Saw Picture Frames P Spielman128 pp$23.00 + $4.00
Scroll Saw Puzzle Pattern
P & P Spielman 256 pp..................................$19.00 + $4.00
Scroll Saw Sillouette Patterns
P Spielman & J Reidle 160 pp........................$19.00 + $4.00
Victorian Gingerbread
P Spielman & J Reidle 192 pp........................$19.00 + $4.00
Victorian Scroll Saw Patterns
P Spielman 160 pp ........................................$19.00 + $4.00

TOYS
Beginner's Guide to the Doll's House Hobby
J Nesbett 112 pp...............................................$27.90 + $4.00
Building Outdoor Play Structures
K McQuire 144 pp ...........................................$27.40 + $4.00
Classic Toys in Wood J & R Stromberg 95 pp ...$24.10 + $4.00
Designing & Making Wooden Toys
T Kelly 183 pp..................................................$43.90 + $6.00
Fun to Make Wooden Toys & Games
J & J Loader 168 pp ..........................................$38.40 + $4.00
Making Board, Peg & Dice Games
J & J Loader 152 pp ..........................................$38.40 + $4.00
Making Mechanical Marvels in Wood 
R Levy 192 pp ..................................................$27.50 + $4.00
Making Timeless Toys in Wood
J & R Stromberg 96 pp......................................$20.80 + $4.00
Making Wooden Toys & Games
J & J Loader 166 pp ..........................................$42.30 + $4.00
Play Yards, Play Things
Creative Homeowner Press 128 pp ..................$20.80 + $4.00
Restoring Rocking Horses
C Green & A Dew 189 pp ................................$43.90 + $6.00
Rocking Horse Maker A Dew 189 pp...............$39.90 + $4.00
Scroll Saw Toy Projects I Carlyle 144 pp..........$38.40 + $4.00
Scroll Saw Toys for All Ages I Carlyle 183 pp ..$43.90 + $4.00
Wonders in Wood E M Wyatt 76 pp ................$32.90 + $3.00
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Wood on Wheels K McQuire 144 pp ...............$32.90 + $4.00
Wooden Toy Projects
Guild of Master Craftsman 85 pp......................$27.40 + $4.00

TURNING
Adventures in Woodturning
D Springett 229 pp...........................................$43.90 + $6.00
Art of the Lathe P Spielman 160 pp .................$38.40 + $6.00
Beyond Basic Woodturning J Cox 256 pp ........$53.80 + $4.00
Bowl Turning Techniques Masterclass
T Boase 150 pp ................................................$39.90 + $4.00
Carving On Turning C Pye 166 pp ...................$41.70 + $6.00
Craftsman Woodtuner P Child 247 pp.............$38.40 + $6.00
Decorative Techniques for Woodturners
H Bowen 168 pp..............................................$38.40 + $6.00
Essential Tips for Woodtruners
Guild of Mastercraftsman 69 pp .......................$14.90 + $3.00
Face Plate Turning
The Best from Woodturning Magazine 116 pp .$27.40 + $6.00
Fine Woodworking on Face Plate Turning
106 pp .............................................................$32.90 + $4.00
Fun at the Lathe R Bell 138 pp.........................$38.40 + $4.00
Fundamentals of Woodturning
M Darlow 198 pp.............................................$52.70 + $4.00
Further Useful Tips for Woodturners
Guild of Mastercraftsman 85 pp .......................$18.90 + $3.00
Illustrated Woodturning Techniques
J Hunnex 122 pp ..............................................$32.90 + $4.00
Intermediate Woodturning Projects
Guild of Master Craftsman 117 pp....................$32.90 + $4.00
Keith Rowley’s Woodturning Projects
K Rowley 166 pp..............................................$43.90 + $4.00
Lathes & Turning Techniques
Best of Fine Woodworking 127 pp ...................$38.50 + $6.00
Multi-Centre Woodturning R Hopper 148 pp ..$38.40 + $4.00
Ornamental Turning T Walshaw 208 pp..........$27.50 + $4.00
Turning Boxes & Spindles
D Regester 110 pp Hard Cover.........................$43.90 + $6.00
Turning Green Wood M O'Donnell 135 pp .....$39.90 + $4.00
Turning Miniatures in Wood
J Sainsbury 144 pp ..........................................$34.90 + $4.00
Turning Wooden Toys T Lawrence 171 pp.......$38.40 + $6.00
Understanding Woodturning
A & B Phillips 150 pp.......................................$38.40 + $6.00
Useful Techniques for Woodturners
Guild of Master Craftsman 113 pp....................$32.90 + $4.00
Woodturners Wooden Clock Cases
T & P Ashby 31 pp ...........................................$26.30 + $3.00
Woodturning - A Fresh Approach
R Chapman 212 pp ..........................................$48.30 + $6.00
Woodturning - A Source Book of Shapes
J Hunnex 141 pp ..............................................$38.40 + $6.00
Woodturning: Bowls, Platters, etc
Guild of Mastercraftsman 109 pp .....................$39.90 + $4.00
Woodturning Masterclass T Boase 145 pp .......$43.90 + $4.00
Woodturning Methods M Darlow 199 pp ........$54.90 + $6.00
Woodturning Techniques Mike Darlow
192 pp  NEW .................................................$49.90 + $6.00
Woodturning Traditional Folk Toys
A & G Bridgewater 128 pp ...............................$27.40 + $4.00
Woodturning Wizardry D Springett 230 pp .....$49.50 + $6.00

BUILDING & RENOVATION
Acceptable Standards of Domestic
Construction (NSW) 1994 88 pp ....................$11.50 + $3.00
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Alterations & Additions to Your Home
G Wilkie 70 pp ...............................................$32.90 + $4.00
Australian Deck & Pergolas Construction
Manual A Staines 96 pp ...................................$21.90 + $4.00
Australian Do-It-Yourself Manual Penguin
449 pp  NEW .................................................$75.00 + $8.00
Australian House Building Manual
A Staines 126 pp .............................................$32.90 + $4.00
Australian Renovators Manual A Staines110pp..$27.40+ $4.00
Australian Roof Building Manual
L Hiddle & A Staines 78 pp .............................$19.90 + $4.00
Bricklaying: The Art P Cartwright 224 pp ........$76.90 + $6.00
Build Your Own Outdoor Structures in Brick
P Swift & J Szymanowski 64 pp ........................$14.90 + $4.00
Building & Renovating: On Time &
On Budget P Mason 136 pp ............................$22.00 + $4.00
Building Backyard Structures
P Levine, T Begnal, D Thornton 192 pp............$32.90 + $6.00
Building Fences & Gates
R Freudenberger 144 pp...................................$24.90 + $4.00
Building Log Homes M Burch 406 pp ..............$39.90 + $4.00
Building with Stone
P Kincaid 127 pp Hard Cover...........................$38.50 + $6.00
Constructing Staircases, Balustrades
& Landings W Spence 159 pp ..........................$29.90 + $4.00
Creating Beautiful Floors -
Southern Living 112 pp....................................$41.80 + $4.00
Drywall - Installing & Finishing
W Spence 193 pp.............................................$21.90 + $4.00
Drywall Professional Techniques for
Walls & Ceilings M Ferguson 135 pp ...............$55.00 + $4.00
Encyclopedia of Construction Methods &
Materials W Spence 608 pp  NEW.................$39.90 + $8.00
Art of Chip Carving W Barton 128 pp..............$32.90 + $4.00
Fence Style J Harper & M Roe
128 pp Hard Cover ..........................................$39.90 + $6.00
Fences & Gates Sunset Books 96 pp.................$32.90 + $4.00
Fences for Town & Country (in Australia)
J Stacpoole 264 pp  NEW ...............................$31.50 + $4.00
Framing Basics R. Peters 128 pp.......................$29.90 + $4.00
Garden Woodwork in a Weekend
R Blizzard 128 pp ............................................$43.90 + $4.00

Gazebos - Quick Guide 80 pp .........................$15.90 + $4.00
Great Windows & Doors Step-by-Step Guide
R Peters 128 pp ................................................$27.90 + $4.00
Home Improvement Tools & Equipment
D Jacobs 156 pp...............................................$28.50 + $4.00
Homeowner’s Complete Outdoor Building Book
J Brimer 496 pp ................................................$32.90 + $6.00
Homeowner’s Guide to Detection & Control
- Common Household Pests P Hadlington &
C Marsden 80 pp..............................................$16.40 + $3.00
Homeowner’s Guide to Detection & Control
- Termites & Borers P Hadlington & 
C Marsden 80 pp..............................................$16.40 + $3.00
How to be a Successful Owner Builder &
Renovator A Staines 111 pp .............................$21.90 + $4.00
How to Series - Painting & Wallpapering 96 pp$25.20 + $4.00
Locks & Locksmithing B Phillips 483 pp...........$54.90 + $6.00
Making Plastic-Laminate Countertops
H Kimball 133 pp.............................................$49.50 + $4.00
NATSPEC - Domestic Specifications 19 pp ......$11.00 + $3.00
Pool & Spa Owners Guide
A Stewart & Standards Australia 166 pp ...........$27.50 + $3.00
Quick Guide - Shelving & Storage 80 pp .........$17.90 + $4.00
Space Saving Furniture Projects for the Home
D MacKenzie 168 pp .......................................$32.90 + $4.00
Stairs - Best of Fine Homebuilding 127 pp.......$50.00 + $4.00
Stone, Rocks & Gravel for the Garden
K Hole 160 pp   NEW ....................................$39.90 + $4.00
Very Practical Guide to Interior Decorating
C Staines 96 pp ................................................$19.90 + $4.00
Water Gardening Basics
H Nash & M Cook 128 pp................................$43.90 + $4.00
Waterfalls, Fountains, Pools & Streams
H Nash & E Hughes 128 pp .............................$32.90 + $4.00
Weekend Carpenter P Gardener 144 pp H.C. ..$22.90 + $4.00
Windows & Skylights
Best of Fine HomeBuilding 111 pp ..................$38.50 + $4.00
Windows & Skylights Sunset Book 96 pp .........$32.90 + $6.00
Woodworking Basics
W Spencer & L Griffiths 495 pp........................$15.90 + $4.00
Woodworking Projects with Few Basic Tools
M Theriault 160 pp ..........................................$24.90 + $4.00
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✓ Australia’s largest selling woodworking
magazine, 29,000 distributed, 
16, 770* sold per issue including
8,000+ subscribers

✓ Readership conservatively estimated at
60,000 per issue

✓ Loyal following, 35% have been buying
for over 7 years, 95% retain magazine
for future reference

✓ Total market spend is $70-90 million per
annum, 60% on machines, tools and
40% on consumables

✓ Unequalled access to clubs, suppliers,
distributors, schools, colleges, TAFE and
public libraries

✓ National distribution via newsagents,
subscriptions and specialty
woodworking stores, in Australia and
Overseas as well as subscribers in 
31 Countries Worldwide

✓ Recommended and supported by the
most recognised craftsmen in the
Industry

✓ Actively promoted at all major
Woodworking shows throughout
Australia

* Audit Bureau of Circulation verified

THE AUSTRALIAN WOODWORKER

FACTS AT A GLANCE AND WHY IT WILL WORK FOR YOU
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WOODTURNERS’ &
CABINETMAKERS’ TIMBERS
Available species — Tas. Blackwood, Celery Top Pine,
European Beech, Jarrah, Silver Ash, Black Walnut, Hard
Maple, White Ash, White Oak, Blackheart Sassafras, Tas
Oak, Tas Myrtle, Qld Walnut, Vic Ash, N.Z. Rimu, Qld
Wattle, Baltic Pine, Kauri Pine, Hoop Pine, Surian,
Kalantis, Aust Red Cedar, Silky Oak, W.A. Sheoak, Huon
Pine, Camphor Laurel, Coachwood, N.S.W. Rosewood,
White Beech. 
Services including: milling, kiln drying. 
Southern Trade Supplies Moss Vale 
135 Lackey Road, Moss Vale NSW 2577 
Ph (02) 4869 1322 B.H. Fax (02) 4869 1870

BANDSAW WHEEL RERUBBERING
Not only do we offer a quality rerubbering service — wheel
dia. 300-1065mm, but also supply WOODFAST,
DURDEN, HERCUS & BROBO WALDOWN —
specialising in school technology equipment
Allen Wolfenden Machinery P/L. 
4 Halsey Rd. Airport West 3042. 
Ph (03) 9338 3300 Fax: (03) 9335 2768

CLOCK MOVEMENTS
Comprehensive range Kieninger West German
mechanical movements, also extensive range quartz
movements. 
For free information write to: 
J. Wells Importers, 
19 Surfers Parade, Harbord, NSW 2096, 
Ph/Fax (02) 9939 2613

HAVING DIFFICULTIES OBTAINING
SMALL GAUGE BRASS SCREWS,
HINGES, CATCHES AND
ASSOCIATED BRASS FITTINGS?
We have an extensive range of 0g, 1g, 2g, 3g etc from
1/4" long to 1". Also various woodworking tools, glues and
abrasives. Backed up by a sharpening service. Send $3
for catalogue (refundable off first order)
EAST GIPPSLAND SAW SERVICE, 
PO Box 1168, Bairnsdale 3875. Ph/Fax: (03) 5152 1001

60 BEAUTIFUL INLAND AUSTRALIAN
TIMBERS
Choose for pens, boxes, rifle butts, intarsia, pyrography,
art, etc. From the people who know these timbers and
your needs.
Rings of Time (07) 4651 4137

ATTENTION WOODTURNERS &
WOODCRAFTERS
We stock the most diverse range of Australian Burl and
Craft Timber at the lowest possible prices. We have Pen
Blanks, Banksia Nuts, Black Boy, Bowl Blanks, Mallee and
Burl Clock Slices, Natural Edge Burl, Coffee Table Slabs,
Timber Coffee and Dining Table Slabs, Table Bases,
Inland Timbers — Hairy Oak, Mulga, Gidgee, Dead Finish
and others. Small and Large orders welcome.
Brad’s Burls and Craftwoods, 
1 Durkin Place, Peakhurst, NSW 2210. 
Ph: (02) 9584 0600, Fax: (02) 9153 7169.
www.bradsburls.com.au
Wed, Thur, Fri. — 9am to 5pm, Saturday. — 9am to 1pm.
Other times by arrangement.

GUITARWOODS
Now offering guitarmaking classes for classical and
acoustic guitars! Supplies of musical instrument timbers,
glues and parts. Stocks of Alder, Mahogany and Flamed
Maple for solid body guitars now available. For acoustic
guitars: East Indian Rosewood, Fiddleback Blackwood,
Sapele, Mahogany and Spanish Cedar. Good supplies of
Cedar, Sitka Spruce,  Engleman Spruce, King Billy Pine
and Mastergarde German Spruce for guitar tops. Also
available Black Ebony for guitar and bass fingerboards.
Custom sawing of musical instrument timbers and
thickness sanding available. Free catalogue available. 
Write to: Unit 5/6 Booralee Street, 
Botany NSW 2019 (send stamped self-addressed
envelope) or Ph/Fax: (02) 9316 7467.
www.giletguitars.com.au

BOXMAKING PLANS AND VIDEO
Boxmaking project with 25 pages of step-by-step
instructions and handy hints written by Roger Gifkins.
Informative one-hour video of the same project also
available. Invaluable addition for owners of Gifkins
Dovetail Jig. 
Plans $29, Video $54, Plans and video $75
(prices include postage)
Gifkins Dovetail
Ph (02) 6567 4313  Fax (02) 6567 4681

WADKIN WOODTURNING LATHES 
SIMPLY THE BEST! I have several heavy duty cast iron
quality English Wadkin lathes which must be sold, no
reasonable offer refused. Ph Bob Harris 02 4982 3145

TIMBERS
Include: Arakaria (Hoop Pine), Baltic Pine, Blackheart
Sassafras, Blackwood, Bubinga, Cedar, European Oak,
Huon Pine, Jarrah, Kauri, Mahogany, QLD Maple,
Rosewood (N/G & North Coast), Silky Oak, Silver Wattle,
Surian, Teak, Walnut, etc. Slabs, Turning Blanks.
Allwood Antiques & Exotic Woods, 
Industrial Estate, 8 Geary Place, North Nowra. 
Open Wed to Sat. Ph: (02) 4423 3295.

BUILDING PLANS
www.andrewswesterntown.com

NEWCASTLE
New stocks include Birds Eye Rock Maple, American
Cherry, Maple & Walnut, Port Orford Cedar, Forest Oak,
Camphor Laurel, Purple Heart, Padauk, Tas Myrtle & King
Billy Pine
Speciality WOOD Centre
25 Day Street, Toronto, NSW 2283
Ph 02 4959 3573  Fax 02 4950 4538

ROCKING HORSE ACCESSORIES
Swing irons: Brass plated, chrome plated or painted.
Swing iron brackets, cast, polished brass or chrome.
Stirrups, 3 styles, brass or chrome. Real saddles, manes,
tails, eyes, etc. Send S.A.E. for price list.
12 Dunkirk Avenue, Kingsgrove, NSW 2208. 
COLVIN ROCKING HORSE
(02) 9787 1774. Fax: (02) 9787 5574

HARPS, LYRES, PSALTERIES,
DULCIMERS, EARLY KEYBOARDS
Fullsize drawings and illustrated construction manuals for
above instruments. Full range of instrument hardware;
tuning pins and keys, strings, sharping levers, electronic
tuners, soundboard wood etc. 
For free catalogue S.A.E. to 
Pat Sephton, P.O. Box 177, Lyneham ACT 2602. 
Tel: (02) 6247 8491. 
www.sutherland-studios.com.au/harps

DECORATIVE SPECIES FROM QLD.,
FAR WEST, N.T. AND CAPE YORK
Ideal for furniture, craft, turnery, carving, sculpture,
marquetry, intarsia, etc. Phone or fax for details, 
prices, etc. 
Home: 07-54-963033. 
Timber Shed (No fax) 07-54-963044. 
Open 6 days. Allan Handsley, Woodford, QLD 4514

AUSTRALIAN MUSIC BOXES
‘Berry Fine Music Boxes’ Expertly crafted from Cedar,
Jarrah, Huon Pine, Blackwood etc. 36 Note high quality
Swiss sound mechanisms play for 6 minutes with one
winding. Tunes available — Fur Elise, Lara’s Theme, My
Heart Will Go On (Titanic), Candle In The Wind, Music Of
The Night and others. Mechanisms also sold
separately. Phone to have a listen. Also complete range
of German Cuckoo Clock parts available. 
Over 100 models of cuckoo clocks and miniature Black
Forest Clocks available.
Cuckoo Corner, 78 Queen Street, Berry NSW 2535
Ph/Fax: 02 4464 2214  
Open 10.0am — 5.00pm Closed Tuesdays

SMALL WOOD SCREWS
100 x 8mm x 2mm Brass Plated CSK $8.50 bag
100 x 9.5mm x 2.3mm Brass Plated CSK $8.50 bag
2 prs 25mm Brass Plated Polished with screws $6.00 bag
BRASS ESCUTCHEON PINS
6mm — $3.50 per 100 pins 
8mm — $3.50 per 100 pins 
10mm — $3.50 per 100 pins
13mm — $4.50 per 100 pins 
16mm — $6.00 per 100 pins 
19mm — $7.50 per 100 pins 
2 pairs butterfly brass hinges and pins to suit $3.80 per
pack. 
10 pairs butterfly brass hinges and pins to suit $12.50 per
pack. Dowel drills 6mm, 8mm and 10mm $2 each or any 6
for $10.00
Add $3.50 postage and handling to each order.
Veneer Inlays available. See our advert in directory of this
edition.
View our web site www.veneerinlayaustralia.com.au
Hardware For Creative Finishes
Ph: (02) 9764 5755  Fax: (02) 9764 5707
Email: info@veneerinlayaustralia.com.au
Mail Order Address: PO Box 1732, 
Rozelle 2039 NSW

WADKIN 12in PLANER &
THICKNESSER 
BAO/S Under/Over style 3 Phase, Good cond. $4,500.
WADKIN 12in Sliding table sawbench, BGP 4ft table
travel, 3 Phase, Good cond. $3,500. WOLFENDEN 12in
Jointer 6 ft tables, 3 Phase, Good cond. $1,500 
9744 7875 or 0410 341 195. 
May trade tools or machinery on any of the above

WOODCRAFT FITTINGS 
Everything you need for boxmaking: hinges, catches,
locks, pins, screws, turnbuttons. For brochure, contact 
Woodcraft Fittings, 4 Leake Street, Forrestdale WA 6112, 
Fax: (08) 9397 0897

COLEN CLENTON TOOLS EX STOCK
Very large collection of Record Multiplane bases and
knives. 200 pieces. $2200 no offers.
HSS plane irons 03-08. Now only $66.oo
Portamill 2" stellite blade 95% new $90.00. Hitachi 75mm
used / sharp $50.00
300mm x 60 tooth hollow face TCT radial arm fine
crosscut circular blades $100.00
Leigh mortice and tenon attachment MMTA 24 $350.00
Petrol powered (BSA) Exceller Saw Master radial arm
350mm saw, blades, trench head $660.00
Academy Saw Works Tel: (02) 9638 4099

UNFINISHED KIT OF GRANDMOTHER
CLOCK
Includes U-Build plans, German movement, Westminister
chimes, cedar timber $700.00 offers considered. 
Newcastle NSW PH: (02) 4954 5038

ARMIDALE TIMBER AUCTION
SUNDAY DECEMBER 9TH — 10AM
Speciality Cabinet Timbers, Slabs, Burls and turning
blanks
Location: 1105 Myrtle Drive, Acacia Park Industrial Area
— Armidale
Featuring: Dry Australian Cabinet Timbers including
Coachwood, Rosewood, Red Cedar, Ivorywood, Silky
Oak, Blackwood, Myrtle, Mackay Cedar, Qld Maple etc,
etc. Handi packs of mixed sizes, some 2nd grade slings.
All open and available for inspection. 
Slabs — Blue Gum, Red Cedar (very dark), Rosewood,
Cherrywood, Mackay Cedar etc. up to 1.4m wide. Dry,
many are sanded ready to use. Some birds eye material.
Burls — small whole, sliced up to 1.5 wide, some sanded.
Mostly Blue Gum and Red Mahogany. 
Turning Blocks — some round, ready to use. Other
assorted material including junky. White Beech suitable for
carving or turning. 
No buyers premium charged. 
Bid card system, I.D. required, cheque or cash on day of
sale.
For further information, contact 
Armitage and Buckley Auctioneers — T: 02 6772 1255
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FORFOR
SALESALE

Classified Advertising
$29.50 for 20 words (including 
title, address, phone number, etc) plus
$11.00 for each additional 10 words or
part thereof.
Minimum Charge: $29.50
Prices include GST
Multiple Insertions: 10% discount for 3
or more insertions in separate issues.
Payment Terms: Payable with order.
Deadline: 5 weeks prior to 1st of month
of publication.
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Your Dream
Workshop 

Coupon 
#6

Send in all 6 for 
your chance 

to win! 
Details 

p.12 

Cut along doted line.



Binders
Attractive, high quality Binders are 
available to hold 10 issues of 
“The Australian Woodworker”.
The magazines are held on spring steel
wires so NO PUNCHING IS REQUIRED.
To obtain your Australian Woodworker
Binder, send $12.60 plus $3.20 postage
and handling for each binder required to
“The Australian Woodworker”, PO Box
514, Hazelbrook NSW 2779.

Subscription Form
Australia: $37.00 6 issues (including postage & GST)

$74.00 12 issues (including postage & GST)
N. Z. & Asia/Pacific: Aust. $48.00 (6 issues, airmail)

U.S./Canada U.K./Other Countries
Aust. $63.00 (6 issues, airmail) Aust. $67.00 (6 issues, airmail)

Enclosed is a Cheque/Money Order for $A                  for six issues of The Australian Woodworker.
or

Charge to my          Bankcard         Mastercard         Visa         Amex Signature:

Expiry Date Ph:

Cardholder’s Name:

Cardholder’s Address:

Please start my subscription with the issue. Allow 4-6 weeks for initial delivery.

Name and address to which “The Australian Woodworker” is to be sent:

Name:

Address:

Is this subscription a gift?         YES         NO

From (Name & Address)

Ph:

PO Box 514, Hazelbrook NSW 2779
Phone: (02) 4759 2844   Fax: (02) 4759 3721

The Australian

Back Issues
ISSUES STILL AVAILABLE
May/June, July/Aug, Nov/Dec ‘94;
July/Aug, Sept/Oct ’95; 
July/Aug ‘96; 
May/june, July/Aug ‘97; 
All 6 issues for 1998, 1999 & 2000
DOES NOT APPLY TO CURRENT ISSUE
To purchase, send $3.30 plus $1.00 postage for
each issue.
No postage payable for 4 or more issues
(Australia only).
Overseas orders postage at cost (please advise if
Air Mail required).

Complete your Collection
Issue 1— Facsimile Edition

It’s over 15 years since the first Issue of The Australian Woodworker was published. While
it was typical of the smaller specialist publications being produced in Australia at that

time, it is a far cry from the magazines of today. Still, it was the first — and for us, that
makes it very special. It seems many others think so too, for we have lost count of the
number of times we’ve been asked if it will ever be re-printed. Most want the Issue to

complete their collections, though there are also those who see it as a ‘collectible’ in its
own right. Unfortunately, there are several reasons why it would be impossible to do an

actual re-print, but we have now produced a Facsimile Edition — with a colour copy
cover and all the (black & white) editorial pages.

To order your copy of this Facsimile Edition of Issue 1, 
send your name and address and $12.10 (incl. GST + p&p) 

to Skills Publishing, PO Box 514, Hazelbrook, NSW 2779.
Cheque, Postal Note, Bankcard, VISA, AMEX accepted. 

(For credit card, please include name on card, card number & expiry date.)
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Australia’s Leading Clock Spare Parts Supplier
Great Showroom • Mail Order Service

JJoonnaatthhoonn  KKnnoowwlleess  CClloocckk  CCoo..
CLOCKS AND CLOCK SPARE PARTS

Telephone 02 9888 5000  Facsimile 02 9888 5155
Showroom: Shop 7, Sager Place East Ryde NSW 2113

Trading Hours: 8.30am - 5.00pm Monday -Friday, 8.30am -12.00pm Saturday

NEW COLOUR
CATALOGUE

SEND $4.00
with name & address

TRADE
WELCOME



• Panel Saws

• Wall Saws

• Dust Extractors

• Air Filtration systems

• Cyclone Systems

• Drill Presses

• Table Saws

• Radial Arm Saws

• Bandsaws

• Thicknessers

• Power Feeders

• Edge Banding
Machines

• Combination
Machines

• Spindle Moulders

• Planer/Moulders

• Drum Sanders

• Belt Sanders

• Stoke Sanders

• Wood Lathes

• Jointers

• Kreg Pocket Hole
Jigs

• Nailers/Staplers

• Tooling

• Saw Blades

• Router Bits

• Accessories

Bandsaw

Bobbin Sander

Dust Extractor Dust Extractor

Thicknesser

Air Filtration

Hobby Spindle Table Saw

Planer/Moulder Thicknesser Belt/Disc Sander

SA/NT - DAVID TREMBATH AGENCIES Pty. Ltd. 75 Grange Rd, Welland (08) 8424 3333
VIC/TAS - WOODWORKING WAREHOUSE 11 Citrus St, Braeside (03) 9587 3999
NSW - MAJOR WOODWORKING EQUIPMENT 55 Gow St, Padstow (02) 9708 3233
QLD - GREGORY MACHINERY Pty. Ltd. 119 Jane St, West End (07) 3844 4433
WA - POWER TOOLS & MACHINERY SALES 13 Beechboro Rd, Bayswater (08) 9272 3844

PHONE US NOW FOR YOUR FULL WOODMAN GROUP CATALOGUE
We cater for the home handyperson to industrial workshops

See a full range of 
JET machines at
your nearest
Woodman dealer.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




